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Gonzalez United Methodist Church
2026 Pauline Street, Cantonment, Florida

The area from Cottage Hill to 10 Mile Road in Escambia County, Florida, was known
as Manuel Gonzalez Tract, a Spanish land grant. This land was measured in
arpents (not acreage). This predated any development of communities such as
Cottage Hill, Cantonment, Roberts, and Gonzalez.
Residents lived in small
settlements along the stage coach road known at one time as Pensacola Highway.
In the 1840s and 1850s, residents of the area began to garden and raise cattle. The
area began to develop lumber businesses and brick production. Then came the
railroads in the 1860s and 1870s.
The need for places to worship began during this time also. In 1856 and 1857,
camp meetings were being sponsored by the Methodist Conferences in districts. The
one in this area was at Brady’s Pond. From these camp meetings grew several rural
churches. One was Gonzalez United Methodist Church, which came into being as a
group of people of faith began to worship in their homes and then in a log church
that was located near where the Jordan Cemetery is located today.
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The second church, known as Shepard’s Church, was located south of the Gonzalez
Depot. It was of log construction and was later used as a post office.
A third church, of frame construction, was given the name Powellton Curch. It was
built in 1877, then torn down and moved to a location north of the circuit parsonage
under the trees beside the old Tom Bradley home.
The fourth church was constructed in 1897 and 1898. This is the current church
building and several additions have been made in the last 100 plus years.
The latest addition to Gonzalez
United Methodist Church is the
Community Life Center, pictured
here, which opened in August of
2004.

Pastor, Rev. Michael Ramsey
Services: 8:15 and 11:15, Traditional
9:45 Contemporary

The Gonzalez community is now defined only as a census area near Cantonment. It
is outlined in red on this map.
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First United Methodist Church
of Port St. Joe, Florida

Thursday, November 1, 2018
The history of the Methodist church in Port St. Joe, Florida is intertwined with the history
of the town itself. Old St. Joseph was founded in 1829 and soon thereafter a Methodist
church was established. Both the town and the Methodist church grew during the next
decade and in 1838 Old St. Joseph was chosen to hold Florida’s first Constitution
Convention. The Methodist church played an important role in this convention with many
of the meetings taking place at the Methodist church and with the Rev. Peter William
Gautier, pastor of the Methodist church, serving as chaplain of the convention.
But then hard times fell on the church and community. In 1841 the Yellow Plague
decimated the town of Old St. Joseph. This horrendous outbreak of yellow fever claimed

seventy-five percent of the towns population including the lives of two of the pastors
of the Methodist church. Soon thereafter a devastating hurricane came ashore
destroying virtually every building in town with a six-foot wall of water. Many thought
Old St. Joseph would never rebound.

But the town did not lose heart. One writer upon viewing the ruins of the old city stated,
“St. Joseph in ruins is more dear to my heart than any spot of more worldly grandeur so
peaceful, so healthful, it seemed as if its very repose led me nearer to my God, so free from
conventionalities and restraints, so gloriously stamped by the finger of God.”
In 1913, the new city of Port St. Joe was established, and just like the city, the Methodist
church rose again. Beginning first as a Sunday school class, the congregation then
reestablished itself as a church under the leadership of Rev. Charles Middlebrooks. During
this time the church met in the historic Port Inn of Port St. Joe, until a small wooden
church was erected on the corner of 7th Street and Long Avenue. Most of the congregations
of other denominations shared this space with the Methodist church until their own
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spaces were constructed. Over the next hundred years, the church continued to grow and
became known at First United Methodist Church of Port St. Joe. The current sanctuary
situated between the palms and the pines on St. Joseph Bay was completed in 1950.
Then on October 10, 2018 Hurricane Michael, the strongest hurricane on record to hit the
panhandle of Florida, slammed into Port St. Joe and the surrounding communities, leaving
a path of destruction and forever impacting the footprint of Port St. Joe and First United
Methodist Church of Port St. Joe. The massive storm caused widespread damage to many
of the congregant’s homes and businesses, severely damaged all of the church’s buildings,
and completely destroyed the neighboring parsonage.
Port St. Joe and the Methodist church have experienced this pain and struggle before. But
Psalm 46 reminds us that God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. At
the city-wide worship service on the Sunday following Hurricane Michael, Dr. Geoffrey
Lentz, the Senior Pastor of First United Methodist Church, in an impassioned devotion,
encouraged everyone in Port St. Joe to take one small step forward for yourself and your
family and another small step forward for your neighbors and your community every day.

Together, as a church and as a community, Port St. Joe will rebuild.
St. Francis had a similar call. During a difficult period in his life, while he was suffering
with anxiety and depression, he came upon an old church in ruins. While praying in the
dilapidated church, he looked up at where the altar used to be and found a cross painted
on the wall. It is then that he heard the words of Jesus call out, “Rebuild my church for my
house is in ruin.”
Those words changed his life. He immediately got up, started rebuilding the church, and in
doing so, found that his own life was being rebuilt, too. That church became a center of
revitalization for the community. Later in life, he realized that the primary rebuilding that
God had called him to do was not just that physical church building, instead God had
called him to rebuild the wider church and community.
Christ is calling to us in the same way.”
(From the FUMC Port St. Joe Website)
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HEADS-UP FOR OUR 2019 ANNUAL MEETING!
Thursday, December 5, 2019

Maplesville UMC, Maplesville, Alabama
Enjoy an old fashioned Christmas
in a historic Chilton County wood
frame church!
Maplesville UMC traditionally has
been the center of the annual
community Christmas celebration.
Learn the history of the church,
city, and county.
Visit a local
museum and other historical sites.
The program will include Christmas
music from talented local musicians.
Activities begin at 9:30 AM, and
everyone is welcome to attend.
You don’t have to be a member of
the AWF Historical Society!

Old Maplesville was originally located several miles east of its
current site. Settled by migrants from Georgia, South Carolina, and farther north, it
had water, game, lumber, and rich soil. It was also on the stage coach route between
Montgomery and Tuscaloosa where the state capitol was formerly located.
Initially called Cuba, it was renamed Maplesville.
The Maplesville Methodist Church was constructed in 1850. When the railroad began
operation, a decision was made to locate the church where it could be seen from the
trains. In 1887, the present site was purchased, the original structure was
dismantled, numbered, and moved to the new site, and reassembled.

Location of Chilton County
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Baker United Methodist Church, Baker, Florida
1911-2019
The first settlers came in the
mid 1800s. The land was a
fertile pine forest and sparsely
settled. A railroad from Falco,
Alabama, was build through
the area about 1905 to carry
out the logs and the post office
was established in 1906.
The Baker Methodist Church
was organized in 1911.
Baker reached its peak about
1916 when it claimed a drug store, two cotton gins, a bank, a newspaper and two
doctors. As the naval stores and logging industries gradually declined over the years
so did the population of the town.
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Baker United Methodist Church
POSTSCRIPT
This photo is NOT of the former Baker UMC building. It is the First
Baptist Church of Milligan, in a small town seven miles down the road
from Baker. The Milligan First Baptist Church was struck by lightning on
July 9, 2019, sixteen days after Baker UMC held their final service.

BAKER — Members of a local congregation rallied on Sunday almost two weeks after
their church was destroyed by a fire. Following the July 9 blaze, members of the
First Baptist Church of Milligan held their first Sunday service at a new location.
Previously used by Baker 1st United Methodist Church, the building — located on
State Road 189 — became vacant less than a month before a lightning strike rattled
Milligan worshipers. “It’s a little different, but it’s nice to have a place to call
our own for the time being,” said Pastor Charles Smith, who added that he was
thankful for the firefighters who contained the flames. “I was there at the church as
they were fighting the blaze ... and it’s something I don’t think I could do.”
After the fire, Smith reached out to Timothy Trent, superintendent of the Pensacola
district of the United Methodist Church, who agreed to let the displaced
congregation use the building.
“We’re not on a timeline with this,” said Trent, who added that he only asked them
to pay for utilities and cut the grass. “As long as they need the church, and it meets
their needs, they can meet here.”
Trent said he believes it is important to show different denominations can work
together regardless of any competition seen today. “You can’t be in competition
about the kingdom of God,” he said. “We’re all in this together.”
“I think it’s a God thing,” Trent said. “The timing of this, you can’t help but kind of
scratch your head.”
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Vinegar Bend United Methodist Church
6796 Vinegar Bend Road, Vinegar Bend, Alabama

Vinegar Bend is an unincorporated community in
Washington County, AL. It had a post office until it
was closed in 2010 when the bridge on the “main”
road into Vinegar Bend was closed for repairs.
There are a number of stories about how Vinegar
Bend got its name. One is that it received its name
when a container holding vinegar burst at the
freight station near the river's bend.
Rev. William Thomas Gaillard is the pastor. Services are at 9:30 AM (none on 5 th Sundays)

The Heritage Award
The AWFUMC Commission on Archives & History presented “The Local Church Heritage
Award”, an annual award given to
the church most diligent in
preserving its heritage during the
previous year, at the 2019 Annual
Conference session on June 4th,
2019.
The winner was:

Tanner Williams UMC
1550 North Grand Bay Wilmer Road
North,
Mobile, Alabama
Pastor: Rev. Jennifer Gregory
Services: 9:30 AM
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Let’s all stand and
sing number 95 in the Cokesbury
The outdoor camp meeting movement was sweeping
the country. It was a rural phenomenon and almost
exclusively Methodist, yet its songs were neither
accepted into official hymn books nor spread through
any sanctioned camp meeting or revival songbook.
Two distinct bodies of folk hymnody, African
American Spirituals passed on by oral tradition and
shape note singing of the singing schools, came
together to create the new “evangelical hymns” such
as “Marching to Zion” and “I Am Bound for the
Promised Land” as well as spirituals such as “There
is a Balm in Gilead” and “We Are Climbing Jacob’s
Ladder.”
This period saw the development of “gospel hymns”
which were not being honored by being included in
official publications. The opposition to this omission
was more southern than northern. Where, the voices demanded, was “Shall We
Gather at the River” and dozens of other favorites?
This led to the Cokesbury Hymnal, one of the best selling hymnals of all time.
The original 1923 edition of the Cokesbury Hymnal is in shape notes. The brief
preface notes that it was compiled by asking 250 clergy to report what people loved
to sing the most. The expanded preface of the 1928 edition, The New Cokesbury
Hymnal, reads, “five years ago, in presenting The Cokesbury Hymnal to the people,
we said: ‘This book is an attempt to bring back the old hymns and tunes that people
love to sing.” It continues “so that we may say that the hymns and tunes contained
in it have been chosen ‘by the people and for the people’.”
Carlton Young, editor of recent versions of The United Methodist Hymnal, wrote that
the hymnals between 1905 and 1939 “shunned the unique contributions of USA
hymnody: African American religious songs and gospel hymns.” He added that these
hymnals were mostly informed by choral and organ literature and hymn singing in
Academic settings. So the Cokesbury Hymnal gave people their vernacular song. It
sold a million copies in the first two years and went up from there, with the newer
Cokesbury Worship Hymnal published in 1938, three years after gospel hymns had
once again been left out of the official 1935 hymnal. Carlton Young notes that the
controversy “succeeded in separating the church’s main hymnal from most of the
people and their song.”
In my childhood, often Sunday mornings were given to the official hymnal and
Sunday nights to the Cokesbury Hymnal, just as previous generations had done
with Pocket Hymn Books. Though these songs seem old to us now, at one time the
Cokesbury Hymnal was the vernacular, contemporary music that people loved. It
was delightful, rousing, and easy to sing.
Extracted with permission from a much longer article by Rev. Steve West
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Information and Events of Historical Society Interest
Executive Committee
and Officers of the AWFC-HS

The Methodist Archives Center

https://www.facebook.com/methodist.archives.center

The Historical Society Website

Welcome to the Facebook page of the Methodist
Archives Center! Our purpose since 1976 has been
to organize and preserve the historical records of
the Alabama West-Florida Conference of the
United Methodist Church and Huntingdon College.
We are located in the Houghton Memorial Library
on the beautiful campus of Huntingdon College in
historic Montgomery. Be sure to "like" us so you
can keep up with the latest news and developments here at the MAC.

http://www.awfhistory.com/

Also, welcome to the Archives Center website
http://www.methodistarchives.com

Please visit the website for the AWF Conference’s
Historical Society. This website was created so that we
may be more accessible to everyone with information
and offer an avenue of interaction concerning our shared
interest in Methodist history. Please browse through the
pages to learn more about early Methodism in America,
Alabama, and West Florida. We will be adding more to
our internet files through the efforts of volunteers (we
invite you to be one), members of the Historical Society
(you can become one), and our conference archivists (we
have some good ones). We regularly plan events where
we enrich our knowledge of history, enjoy fellowship, and
actually visit a historic location.

Most of the annual Journals of the Alabama/AlabamaWest Florida Conference from 1878 to the latest
published edition are available on this website in PDF
format to read and/or download.

Jim Young, President
Rev. Ed Shirley, Vice President
Sharon Tucker, Secretary & Treasurer
Carolyn Coker, Member at Large
Craig Reynolds, Member at Large
Myrtice Carr, Previous Past President

AWFC Historical Society
Contact Information
Sharon Tucker, Archivist
Methodist Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36106
Telephone: 334-833-4413
FAX: 334-263-4465
E-mail: archives@huntingdon.edu

We’re Also on Facebook!

James Young, President
1014 Aspen Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
850 862-8642, youngjmy@cox.net

Follow us on Facebook. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists/
“Like” us – Follow us! Make video visits to beautiful old
churches. Participate with comments and photos. Invite
your friends.

The Circuit Writer
The Circuit Writer is a quarterly publication of the
Historical Society of the Alabama-West Florida
Conference. Your comments and suggestions are
welcome.
If you would like to submit an article or a notice or an
announcement for publication in The Circuit Writer,
please contact the editor, Jim Young, at
youngjmy@cox.net or by phone at 850 862-8642.

Photo credits: 1-S; 2-GUMC; 2-GM; 3-PSJ,4-GE, 5-MUMC,W; 5GM; 6-BUMC; 7-Fox News; 8-VBUMC, GE; GM;9-JY
[BUMC-Baker UMC; GE=Google Earth, GI=Google Images,
GM=Google Maps, GUMC-Gonzalez UMC; MUMC-Maplesville
UMC; PSJ-Port St Joe UMC; S=screenshot]

Psalm 16:6

Note: If you are an Annual Member and
have not renewed your membership,
please do so now! Life Members and
COAH members receive The Circuit Writer
without renewals.

The lines have fallen to me in pleasant
places; Indeed my heritage
is beautiful to me.
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Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical Society
Membership Application
Membership is from Annual Conference to Annual Conference
When you join between annual conferences your membership is valid through the remainder of
the current conference year plus between the time of the next two annual conferences.

Please provide the following information for an individual membership or for a church.
Check the type of membership that this application is for:
_____Person _____Church
Name:________________________________________________________________
(If for an individual, please write the name of your church here:
_____________________________________________________________________)
Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________State:________________Zip:___________
SELECT MEMBERSHIP TYPE
_____ Annual Membership $15
_____Student Membership $8
_____Donation to Society
Total Amount Enclosed: $_______.____
Make checks payable to AWFC; In Memo/For section, write “AWFC Historical Society”
Send this Membership Application to:
Methodist Archives Center
1500 E. Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36106
Are you the historian for your church? _____Yes _____No
Are you interested in being a member of the Commission on Archives and History
(COAH)? _____Yes _____No _____Need more information
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