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Rev. Abiezer Clarke Ramsey
We have witnessed with unending admiration, the sacrificial endeavors of Hearn,
Ramsey, Pilley, Lambuth, Hamilton, Garrett, Murrah, Levert, Kennon, Christopher,
Dowling,” and, at a later date, a host of others, too numerous to mention, and too
heroic ever to forget.
The History of the Alabama-West Florida Conference
Abiezer Clarke Ramsey was born in Jackson County, Georgia,
November 4th 1807. His father William Ramsey had been born in
North Carolina in 1770, and his mother, Elizabeth Huey, in Ireland in
I787. They settled in Jackson County where Abiezer and his older
brother Andrew were born.
In his autobiography, Ramsey tells how, in the fall of 1807 or
thereabouts, his father heard that a “fine country was ahead [farther
west],” and that it was “to be found in the New Territory that the United States had just
acquired from the Choctaw Indians, in what is now southeastern Mississippi.” As soon as
he could arrange for the trip, he packed up and started, most likely in January of 1808,
when Abiezer was but a few months old. His conveyance consisted of three horses. He
packed their bedding, clothing, camp equipage and as much as the animals could bear on
two of the horses. The other horse was for Elizabeth’s use, to carry her and their children to
the new land. She rode and carried Abiezer before her and his brother behind her the
entire trip; while William and the Negro girl Dinah walked and managed the pack horses.”
Their route, nearly all the way, took them through Indian Country (now Alabama) and they
were almost constantly exposed to depredations and dangers from the Territory. For the
most of the way, the Indians treated them kindly, or at least friendly, with a few exceptions.
Another difficulty met them frequently: having to cross swollen creeks and rivers and being
required to follow Indian trails. There were no roads, ferries or bridges, and they were
frequently dependant upon the Indians for aid in using small skiffs or dugouts in making
the crossings over the many streams.
But they finally reached their destination, and settled down on the Chickasawha River,
near or at the line then dividing the Choctaw Nation (as it was called) from the newly
acquired territory of the United States. This place is near the present location of the town
of Waynesboro in Wayne County, Mississippi. They arrived here on the 21st of February
1808 with an estate consisting of the three horses, what baggage they had brought, the
negro girl Dinah and twenty-one dollars in cash.
Their first months were discouraging and trying. There were few neighbors and there was a
cabin to build and land to clear. The nearest place to buy provisions was St. Stephens on
the Tombigbee River, forty or fifty miles distant and requiring several days travel. Corn for
sale there cost four dollars a bushel. A cabin was built and some of the land was cleared
but William Ramsey sold the improvements and moved on to another place where he built
another cabin and began improving another little farm. He did this over and over and over.
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Abiezer’s autobiography tells of his memories of place after place as his father continually
moved around.
Education for Abiezer and his siblings, was hit-or-miss. Their mother taught them the
basics, the ABCs and some handwriting skill. Itinerant teachers came to the different little
communities for one or in a few cases, six-month schools. Abiezer always lamented his
lack of “proper” schooling. Despite this, he learned quickly and became a teacher himself
in his young adulthood.
His parents had both been brought up and raised as strict Presbyterians particularly his
father, whose father was of the strictest and straightest sect. When there was a split in
that church on the subject of Psalmody his grandfather went with the branch known as
"Seceders" because he was so opposed to the use of Dr. Watts' version of the Psalms. He
even threatened to burn Watts' book if it was brought into his house. His mothers’ parents
were of the same faith and order, but not as strenuous as his grandfather Ramsey.
However, his parents both united with the Methodist Church before they left Georgia, and
brought with them their certificates of membership to their new home.
On September 26, 1826, when he was 19, Abiezer and his brother attended a camp meeting
at Salem Camp Ground on the east side of the Pascagoula River. He wrote: “No sooner did
I get in hearing of the grove that night than a thrill ran over me. The first sermon I heard
was at 8 o’clock in the morning from the text ‘Acquaint now thyself with him and be at
peace thereby good shall come unto thee’. This was a nail drove in a sure place. I thought
the preacher knew all about me, and preached his sermon at me. After this, Bro. McKay
exhorted, which made it worse and worse; mourners were called, but I would not go
forward, nor did I until Sunday night, when I saw and felt that something must be done for
me or I would be lost. About midnight thanks be unto God, the clouds dispersed, joy and
peace took possession of my poor soul and I could rejoice with those that did rejoice and
weep with those that wept.” The next morning he went forward and gave his hand as a
Methodist. Fifty three years later he wrote, “I look back and can but thank God that I
attended that camp meeting and that I joined the church that lovely morning. I have never
regretted it.”
Abiezer continued to teach. Although he continually felt that he was being called to preach
he resisted. In 1831 Samuel Graves was appointed as a circuit rider on the Leaf River
Circuit. After much prayer and discussion, Abiezer agreed that, after school was finished
for that year, he would accompany Graves on the Circuit. He did, and on November 27,
1832, when the Alabama Conference met in its first session at the town of Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, Bishop James Osgood Andrew presiding. Rev. Abiezer Ramsey was admitted on
trial into the Conference in the traveling ministry – a circuit rider. He was described as a
small and feeble young man.
On his way to his first Conference as a circuit rider in 1833, he spent the night with a
brother Jackson with whom he swapped horses, disposing of his fast-trotting roan for a
sorrel, which cost him ten dollars to boot. Continuing the journey Ramsey spent Sunday at
Vernon, Autauga County, where he joined with several others including Edward Moore who
had the measles but didn’t know it. In due time they reached Montgomery despite
extremely bad weather: rain, snow and sleet. Lodgings were assigned the preachers for the
Conference. Ramsey’s was in an abandoned hotel near the river, in company with a crowd
of young preachers. They had to go out and get their meals in the city despite the bad
weather. In addition to uncomfortable beds and lodgings, Ramsey had a severe spell of
asthma and the measles were also now taking hold of him. He was suffering so much that
he set out to get another place to lodge, and finally he found Brother Stearnes who offered
him a berth in his room where there was the comfort of a good fire and bed and also the
motherly care of the good sister who owned the place.
At that 1833 Conference, Ramsey was appointed as junior preacher, with Isaac Mullins, to
the Cedar Creek Circuit, and they were soon on the road from Montgomery to Greenville.
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In 1835, the Alabama Annual Conference met at Tuscaloosa on December 16th. The time
came during the Conference when new preachers were considered for membership. One of
the young preachers recommended by his Quarterly Conference as suitable for admission
on trial into the traveling connection was Rev. Stephen Fatherly Pilley. Immediately strong
opposition to his admission developed. The two objections were that: First, he had been a
member of a Theatrical Troupe, was a good fiddler, loved fun and frolic, and it would be
impossible for him to attain the gravity and the influence of a minister of the gospel in the
places where he had led theatricals, fun, and frolic, and had fiddled for the entertainment
of the frivolous, and especially in Mobile where he had been notorious in that line of things.
Second, he was a married man, with a wife and one child.
With such objections and with the influence of the men of age and position against him, his
prospects seemed gloomy, indeed. Then, as Rev. Anson West wrote, “The Rev. Abiezer
Clarke Ramsey, a young man at the end of one year's membership in the Conference, and
who had never made a speech on the Conference floor, a young man of frail mold and feeble
body, in personal appearance as contemptible as ever Saul of Tarsus was, heroically
espoused the cause of the applicant.”
Ramsey said that in the early part of 1833, he had witnessed the introduction of Mr. Pilley
into the kingdom of grace and into a new life. Rev. Ramsey had for Mr. Pilley a concern
which others didn’t have, and saw in him elements of success which others didn’t see. “In
the animated discussion which ensued on the subject, West wrote, “Brother Ramsey, in his
defense of Brother Pilley, said of Pilley’s opponents, “Upon the altar on which they would
sacrifice Pilley every one of them might have been immolated. By the tests applied to Pilley
and the rule enforced in his case not one of them would have been admitted to the
ministry.” Ramsey’s spirited defense of Pilley carried the day and Rev. Pilley was admitted
and became one of the finest preachers in the Alabama Conference.
In January 1840, the Alabama Conference met at Tuscaloosa. Abezier Ramsey requested a
location, to be released from the traveling ministry and appointed to a specific location. He
had been admitted on trial in the Alabama Conference at the time of its organization, and
now after seven years' work he requested and was granted a location. From that day forth
he was a local elder.
Abiezer Clarke Ramsey was of slender build and had been afflicted with asthma all his life.
He was said to be the picture of feebleness, and all who knew of his constant conflict with
asthma supposed that in a brief while he would be dead. But contrary to all appearance
and all expectation he lived more than half a century after he located. Most of those years
he spent in Wilcox County, Alabama, although for quite a while he resided at Gadsden,
Alabama.
For forty or more years he filled the responsible office of steward in
the Church as well as that of local elder. He did much service both
as a preacher and a steward. He kept open house for many, many
years. He engaged his strength and gave his means to the Church.
He was twice married. First, he married Mrs. Elizabeth Amanda
Bonham; second time he married Miss Jane Hearn, the daughter of
the Rev. Ebenezer Hearn.
His last wife preceded him to the grave a few years. His first wife
had died in 1854.
Abiezer Clarke Ramsey died at the house of his son in law, Joseph
Benson, at Forest Home, Butler County, Alabama, January 23,
1891. He is buried in the Ebenezer Methodist Cemetery in Wilcox
County, Alabama. He was 83.
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First United Methodist Church of Opelika, Alabama

The First United Methodist Church of Opelika has a rich
and varied history, a history that parallels the city of
Opelika itself. The first settlers moved into the Creek
Indian territory in 1836-37. The first house of worship was
built in 1837 by Daniel Bullard one and a half miles
southeast of Opelika. This cabin of split logs and boards
was 22×24 feet in size and cost $220. With a membership
of 22 persons, the congregation called their church
Lebanon. The church became a part of the Russell Circuit
with local pastors filling in.

Ben Greene, and the church continued to grow. A new
education building was constructed in 1954 on a lot
adjoining the church. This facility included class rooms,
parlor, kitchen, fellowship hall, offices and chapel.
Periodic refurbishing has been done through the years. In
1987, the exterior of the church was renovated. By
restoring the outside of the church to its original beauty, it
was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. A
historical marker was erected that designates Opelika First
United Methodist Church as the first religious organization
of any denomination in the area.

Twenty years later, having outgrown the little log building,
the church was moved into the village of Opelika. In 1857,
a rectangular wooden structure was erected at the
southeast corner of Randolph and Calhoun Streets
(present day North 7th Street and 2nd Avenue). The
congregation grew, became Methodist Episcopal Church
South – Opelika station, and was supplied with a full-time
pastor.

In 2003, the new educational space was dedicated to the
service of God. The four-story addition includes exciting
youth educational rooms, a large fellowship hall and state
of the art kitchen. It hosts the Sonshine Preschool and
exciting, children-friendly classrooms. The fellowship hall
and youth rooms are equipped with such technology as to
enable more offerings in information and learning.
As the church has grown, so have its programs to include
appropriate activities for all age groups. A committed
congregation and dedicated ministers have provided a
great heritage for future generations.

Growing pains again necessitated a move and in 1879 a
handsome brick structure was erected on the present site
at the corner of Jefferson and Randolph Streets (present
day corner of Avenue A and South 7th Street). The cost
was $12,000, paid in full by the first service held in the
building on May 8, 1881. The same building exists today as
the sanctuary. In 1897, the auditorium and organ were
damaged by fire. Repairs were made for $2,500 and a new
organ was purchased for $1,250.
Remodeling was done in 1909 which changed the outside
appearance of the building. The steeple was removed, but
the walls and auditorium were kept intact. Added at this
time were the classical front entrance, dome, stained
glass, carpet, steam furnace, new pews, and alter
furniture. The large one room basement was divided into
Sunday School rooms. The semi-circular assembly room
with upper and lower rows of class rooms facing the
rostrum was also added. With these improvements, the
famed Sunday School, under the dynamic leadership of J.
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Coldwater Creek Chapel, Milton, Florida
Coldwater Creek
Chapel
hasn’t
always been in
Milton, FL, and it
hasn’t always had
that name.
The church was
built by farmers in
1901 in Hollandtown, a community about four
miles south of
Jay, FL. It was
called
Holland
Chapel. Hollandtown is the community where the
Holland
family
lived.
Then the
building
was
moved about four
miles down to
Allentown, where
the Allen family lived. Allentown was more centrally located and there was a school there,
and that’s where they put the church.
In Allentown, the church became Pineview Methodist Church. It served as the primary
Methodist church there for many years until the church’s leaders had a modern chapel
built next to it. Over time, the old building became dilapidated. It suffered tree damage
during Hurricane Ivan in 2004 and had termites in the walls and floors.
Allentown native Roy Allen has many fond memories of what was once Pineview United
Methodist Church. He attended services there with his father and stepmother when he was
a teenager in the early 1990s. “It was a wonderful place,” Allen said. “The whole church
inside was covered with tongue-in-groove planking, two-inches wide, the most beautiful
stain of wood you’d ever seen. It always struck me how beautiful and wonderfully acoustic
that place was.”
On a good day, 50 people worshiped at the church on Sunday, and the church also hosted
a dinner for the public every Thursday, “free as could be,” Allen said.
“We just had a great church. Everybody seemed to love one another. It was a wonderful
place to go to church. We didn’t have any in-fighting — that’s what tears churches up.”
Although he’s since moved away, Allen has returned to speak at Pineview United Methodist
Church’s new facility and has plans to also speak at Coldwater Creek Chapel.
Jack Sanborn is the co-owner of Adventures Unlimited. In 2014, his brother Mike, coowner, heard from a friend that the old church was being torn down. The Sanborn brothers
and Jack Sanborn’s wife and interior designer, Katie, had waited 30 years to add a building
like this to the Adventures Unlimited Property. “When we bought the land out there, it had
a cemetery with it, and the cemetery needed a church,” Sanborn said. “Since we had
already been into restoration and refurbishment, we kept looking for a church that would
fit in, just a small country church.”
The three had already made a habit of restoring old things, among them an old
schoolhouse, a cracker home, a wooden caboose and Pullman dining car. It’s their way of
giving back to the community, Sanborn said.
5

“In Europe, for years, people have preserved and passed on from generation to generation
the history,” Sanborn said. “One of the ways of preserving the history is the buildings.
There’s so much charm to the old.”
They spent about three years and $85,000 renovating Coldwater Creek Chapel, Sanborn
said. Mike was the primary contractor. “It needed a lot of work,” Sanborn said.
“The natural wood floors and natural wood walls really set it off and give it a warm feeling,”
Sanborn said. “My wife put in period light fixtures and period fans. It has the feeling of an
early 1900s church.

“It has a bell in the bell tower, so you can sit there and pull the rope and ring the church
bell.”
Rev. Dr. Ronnie Bearden, the pastor of Grace United Methodist Church in Milton, reordained the building after its renovation was complete. Adventures Unlimited now uses it
as a venue for church services, weddings and anniversaries.
“It gave us a feeling of accomplishment and a feeling that we’re preserving a piece of Santa
Rosa County history,” Sanborn said. “It’s interesting how many people went to church
there.
When December 2019 arrives, people all over Florida will get a glimpse of this quaint white
chapel they likely never knew existed. That month of the 2019 calendar of the Florida
Association of Counties will feature Sarah Whitfield’s photo of Coldwater Creek Chapel at
Adventures Unlimited in Milton. Like other historical buildings, the church is not just
architecture, but rather a framework for memories made in the lives of those who occupied
it.
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“I really love the rich history that we have here,” Whitfield said. “I was going around to
some of the different places in the county, and that’s one of the places I ended up ... It’s a
beautiful building. I definitely wanted to capture that.”
Whitfield is the Santa Rosa County assistant public information officer and a Santa Rosa
County native. She has submitted photos to the summer calendar contest for four years,
and this was her first one to be selected. Only 15 photos were chosen from more than 300
submitted.
Jack Sanborn said, “In Europe, for years, people have preserved and passed on from
generation to generation the history. One of the ways of preserving the history is to
preserve the buildings. There’s so much charm to the old.”
“It gave us a feeling of accomplishment and a feeling that we’re preserving a piece of Santa
Rosa County history,” Sanborn said. “It’s interesting how many people went to church
there.”
Sanborn thinks the chapel belongs where it is now.
“We’re really a healing place,” Sanborn said. “There’s a feeling of oneness with our creator
and one with our creation ... Right behind where the church is sitting is an area that for
years was used for baptisms at what we call baptism beach. Having a church here is a
natural progression.”
Based on an article and interviews by Savannah Evanoff in the December 29, 2018 Northwest Florida
Daily News. Chapel photo by Sarah Whitfield, chapel and cemetery photo by the NWFL Daily News.

Alabama-West Florida Conference History on the Web
The AWFC Historical Society Website

The Methodist Archives Center Website
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The Cobbler’s Children Had No Shoes
By Jim Young, Co-Historian, Trinity UMC, Fort Walton Beach, FL

I’ve been the co-historian for our church for a number of years. We are not a very old
church compared to many in the AWF Conference, having being organized in 1960. But
we do have a lot of photographs, clippings, and a few artifacts that have been saved as
part of our heritage. But these were mainly lodged in a file cabinet and other storage
places. As the old saying about the cobbler’s children goes, so was the status of our
church’s historical and heritage display, since I’m the co-historian of that church and the
editor of this Journal!
As I’ve traveled around our Conference and visited other churches, I found that many of
the churches have really excellent displays of their history and heritage. Some have a
separate history room and most others have attractive displays and framed
photographs.

So, I’m pleased to tell you that we at Trinity UMC are beginning to develop a history and
heritage hall (as you can see in this photograph). The framed photographs of our clergy
which had been previously mounted in a small entry hall were taken down, restored, and
mounted as shown here. Two small pews that were in the original sanctuary have been
placed on either side of the beautiful display case. The work on the photos was a labor
of love by a talented member and the display case was donated by two other members.
Some of our Youth volunteered to transport the delicate display case. Others in our
congregation have contributed their suggestions and encouragement (and urging!)
We still have a ways to go, but we’ve made a start!
What about your church? Whether you’re the church historian or not, you can begin an
effort to display your history and heritage if your church hasn’t already. Urge, nag, talk
it up. That worked at Trinity!
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Dayton United Methodist Church, Dayton, AL
The United Methodist church in Dayton is one of oldest churches in Marengo County. The
first Methodist-Episcopal Church in Dayton was built in 1819 of logs donated by Benjamin
Glover. The next church was constructed prior to 1830. The current church was completed
in 1851. All of the bricks and lumber used in the church were manufactured in Dayton.
The
pews
and
blinds are made of
native walnut. The
chandelier in the
auditorium
came
from France. The
pews had a partition
down
the
middle as it was the
antebellum custom
for ladies to sit on
one side and men
on the other side.
Slaves worshipped
in the basement
with a white preacher who was sent
especially for them.
The church was
built
with
an
impressive steeple
with a bell. During
the early 1900s, the
steeple began to
lean thus causing it
to have to be removed, and the bell was placed beside the church. Other changes in this
church include removing the “amen corner” on the right side of the auditorium for the
construction of a platform for the organ and choir. The basement now serves as a study
and a place for meetings and socials.
Dayton began to be settled in the early 19th century, with a town survey
done and a "public well" established in 1832. The post office was
established in 1837. It was incorporated on January 13, 1844. A
devastating tornado hit the town in 1852.
By 1860 the town had male and female academies, a hotel, cotton gin, oil
mill, blacksmith shop, tavern, cabinet shop, drug store, and several general
merchandise stores. The town also had several large homes, though most
are now gone. One of the survivors, the William Poole House, is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. The decrease in agricultural activity
over the last century has reduced the population to a fraction of what it
once was.
In 1936, the Methodist Church was photographed and recorded in the Historic American
Buildings Survey (HABS). This church is located beside Highway 25 at Dayton, AL (GPS
coordinates 32.349511, -87.641797).

9

Canton Bend
United Methodist Church
is located on Highway 28 West, four miles northwest
of Camden. It is served by the pastor of the Camden
United Methodist Church with worship services on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays and a Bible Study each
Monday evening.

The cemetery dates back to the early years of Old
Canton. The year was 1823 when Ann Smith, wife of
Duncan C. Smith, died in her 23rd year. She was laid
to rest in a grove of oaks during the month of August.
Her husband was away on a trip to North Carolina at
the time of her death. Their farewell had been said
near the spot her loved ones chose as her final
resting place. Upon Smith's return to Canton, he
deeded the property to the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church for a cemetery.
The Canton Bend United Methodist Church was
organized on December 12, 1897. Founding families
included the Bryants, Marshs, Strothers, Smiths,
Williams, Thompsons, Stoudenmiers, and Cooks.
The church building was erected during the years
1912 and 1913. The site chosen for the building was
near the location of an older church, the Cumberland
Presbyterian of Canton, whose organization dated
from the 1830s. The Presbyterian Church disbanded
and its building was torn down.

In 1989, the M. W. Smith Foundation added leaded
glass windows to the church. The windows are
patterned after the windows of the chapel at
Bellingrath Gardens in Mobile. The brick entrance
was added in 1989. The light fixtures are original to
the building. Before being converted to electricity,
the nickel plated brass fixtures were lowered and
filled with oil.
Construction of the fellowship hall that includes
bathrooms and a kitchen was completed in 2005.

On November 18, 1910, Mr. Percy Smith and Mr. Irvin
Smith deeded land for the church building to the
Camden Circuit Methodist Episcopal Church South of
the Alabama Conference. This land adjoined the
cemetery.
Rev. C. P. Atkinson was the first minister of the
church. As now, the minister of the Camden
Methodist Church, served the Canton Bend church as
well.
During the early years the membership was
maintained in the neighborhood of fifty. In the years
following the dedication of the building, Sunday
school met on a regular basis. The fluctuation of the
church membership numbers over the years has been
due to death and members moving to other areas.
Current membership is thirty-five.
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Pelham United Methodist Church, Edna, AL

Pelham UMC is an example of an
increasingly rare intact rural church. It
has a highly pitched front-facing gable
roof, and two sets of double doors. Local tradition states that the church originated a
couple miles down the road as the circa 1838 Bethlehem Methodist Church. Portions and
materials of this early church were likely incorporated into the 1888 Pelham Church. The
interior is original with windows along the sides, wood walls and ceilings and early pews. It
also contains a pulpit and flanking lamp stands that appear to be from the late-antebellum
period.
This church was added to the Alabama Register of Landmarks & Heritage in 2012. It is
located on Choctaw CR 42 approximately 8 miles northwest of Pennington, AL in the
community of Edna (GPS coordinates 32.279458, -88.117473).

Loxley United Methodist Church, Loxley, AL
With all of the changes
that were taking place in
the
early
1900’s
in
Baldwin
County,
the
Town of Loxley was also
founded. Meanwhile, in
1898, a small group of
folks were gathering at a
one room local school
house for Bible studies
on
Sunday
afternoon. They would sometimes have a local pastor
from Belforest lead the
study but most times
were on their own as the
laity
took
turns
leading. About ten years later this small group decided to form a church about ½ mile
south of the school at a location just east of the big cypress pond. This was the beginning of
the Loxley Methodist Episcopal Church, South. In 1909 the Loxley Methodist Episcopal
Church, South was formally established and within five years began construction on a
Sanctuary. Formed with 14 charter members on the books, the church had been in the
works for some time.
Loxley UMC is a thriving church today, with a membership of 320. It is served by Rev. Jim
Batchelor.
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First United Methodist Church of Mexico Beach, Florida

Before the storm

FUMC Mexico Beach was only one of
the many United Methodist Churches
that were destroyed or heavily
damaged on October 7, 2018 when
Hurricane Michael made landfall from
the Gulf of Mexico on the Florida
Panhandle. Mexico Beach was point
zero for the landfall. With the help of
UMCOR and additional help from other
churches, organizations, and
individuals, things are getting better
but will never be the same. With God’s
help, things will be even better!
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Information and Events of Historical Society Interest
Executive Committee
and Officers of the AWFC-HS

The Methodist Archives Center

https://www.facebook.com/methodist.archives.center

The Historical Society Website

Welcome to the Facebook page of the Methodist
Archives Center! Our purpose since 1976 has been
to organize and preserve the historical records of
the Alabama West-Florida Conference of the
United Methodist Church and Huntingdon College.
We are located in the Houghton Memorial Library
on the beautiful campus of Huntingdon College in
historic Montgomery. Be sure to "like" us so you
can keep up with the latest news and developments here at the MAC.

http://www.awfhistory.com/

Also, welcome to the Archives Center website
http://www.methodistarchives.com

Please visit the website for the AWF Conference’s
Historical Society. This website was created so that we
may be more accessible to everyone with information
and offer an avenue of interaction concerning our shared
interest in Methodist history. Please browse through the
pages to learn more about early Methodism in America,
Alabama, and West Florida. We will be adding more to
our internet files through the efforts of volunteers (we
invite you to be one), members of the Historical Society
(you can become one), and our conference archivists (we
have some good ones). We regularly plan events where
we enrich our knowledge of history, enjoy fellowship, and
actually visit a historic location.

Most of the annual Journals of the Alabama/AlabamaWest Florida Conference from 1878 to the latest
published edition are available on this website in PDF
format to read and/or download.

Jim Young, President
Rev. Ed Shirley, Vice President
Sharon Tucker, Secretary & Treasurer
Carolyn Coker, Member at Large
Craig Reynolds, Member at Large
Myrtice Carr, Previous Past President

AWFC Historical Society
Contact Information
Sharon Tucker, Archivist
Methodist Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36106
Telephone: 334-833-4413
FAX: 334-263-4465
E-mail: archives@huntingdon.edu

We’re Also on Facebook!

Also
James Young, President
1014 Aspen Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
850 862-8642, youngjmy@cox.net

Follow us on Facebook. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists/
“Like” us – Follow us! Make video visits to beautiful old
churches. Participate with comments and photos. Invite
your friends.

The Circuit Writer
The Circuit Writer is a quarterly publication of the
Historical Society of the Alabama-West Florida
Conference. Your comments and suggestions are
welcome.
If you would like to submit an article or a notice or an
announcement for publication in The Circuit Writer,
please contact the editor, Jim Young, at
youngjmy@cox.net or by phone at 850 862-8642.
Photo credits: 1-GI; 3-FG; 4-GE,GI; 5-Sarah Whitfield; 6- NWFLDN;
8-Denny Mangum; 9-SWA; 10-Camden UMC; 11-SWA (top), GI
(lower); 12-GE (top L0, GI (others)
[GI=Google Images, GE=Google Earth, FG=FindAGrave,
NWFLDN=Northwest FL Daily News,
SWA=Rural SW Alabama.org]

Ecclesiastes 1:9 (ESV)
What has been is what will be, and what
has been done will be done, and there is
nothing new under the sun.
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Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical Society
Membership Application
Membership is from Annual Conference to Annual Conference
When you join between annual conferences your membership is valid through the remainder of
the current conference year plus between the time of the next two annual conferences.

Please provide the following information for an individual membership or for a church.
Check the type of membership that this application is for:
_____Person _____Church
Name:________________________________________________________________
(If for an individual, please write the name of your church here:
_____________________________________________________________________)
Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________State:________________Zip:___________
SELECT MEMBERSHIP TYPE
_____ Annual Membership $15
_____Student Membership $8
_____Donation to Society
Total Amount Enclosed: $_______.____
Make checks payable to AWFC; In Memo/For section, write “AWFC Historical Society”
Send this Membership Application to:
Methodist Archives Center
1500 E. Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36106
Are you the historian for your church? _____Yes _____No
Are you interested in being a member of the Commission on Archives and History
(COAH)? _____Yes _____No _____Need more information
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