The Circuit Writer
a quarterly publication of
The Historical Society of the
Alabama-West Florida Conference
of the United Methodist Church

Spring 2019

The United Methodist Church
of Auburn, Alabama
“A Brief History of Auburn United Methodist Church” from the Auburn UMC website
by Carolyn Ellis Lipscomb (1998, updated 2016)

Auburn’s founder, Judge John Jackson Harper, settled here in 1836 with his family
of eight sons and three daughters. Several other families who were friends and
relatives of Judge Harper brought the total number to 34 settlers. They were all
Methodists and were persuaded to settle here by the Reverend Morgan Turrentine, a
circuit-riding preacher, who became their first minister when the Auburn Methodist
Church was officially organized the following year, 1837.
From the beginning of Auburn’s history, the
growth of this great church has paralleled
that of the town. The first building was a log
structure which stood on the site of the
present playground. It also served as
Auburn’s first school building. The earliest
listing of members of the church covers the
years from 1850 to 1853. There were 324
names listed but 95 of them had been
removed or died. A few of them had even
been expelled for causes such as drinking or
profanity.
Auburn UMC sanctuary

The most significant event in Auburn’s
history, and one that had a tremendous
impact on this church, was the opening in
1856 of East Alabama Male College, a
Methodist institution. It was closed a few
years later when the War Between the States
began, and most of the students enlisted in
the Confederate Army. Following the war, the
college’s finances were so depleted that the
Board of Trustees and the Alabama
Methodist Conference voted to give the
college to the State of Alabama. It was
reorganized as a Land-Grant college and named Agricultural and Mechanical
College. This institution developed into Auburn University.
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Since that time the college and town have grown and prospered side-by-side, and
this church has always been a vital part of that partnership, reflecting similar
growth.
A white frame church was built in 1850 on the site of the present Founder’s Chapel.
In 1899 the building underwent extensive remodeling and it was encased in brick, at
a total cost of $4,000 for the additions and remodeling. The beautiful pipe organ,
which was built by
Henry Pilcher’s Sons,
was installed at that
time.
This
building
served as the Auburn
Methodist Church until
1955, when the present
sanctuary
was
completed at a cost of
$383,500.
Dr.
Joel
McDavid
was
our
minister from 1950 to
1958 and during that
time attendance soared,
membership increased
significantly, and commitment and participation were on the rise.

The library, former office complex, the
educational wing, and the arcade connecting the
buildings facing East Magnolia were completed
between 1971 and 1975 under the leadership of
Reverend Charles Britt. In recognition of the
many contributions of Charles and Blanch Britt
to the Auburn United Methodist Church, The
Children’s Educational Wing was named in their
honor.
Architect’s drawing of the new sanctuary

From 1990-2016, when our church was blessed
by the appointment of Dr. George Mathison as
our Senior Minister, we have seen phenomenal
growth in membership, stewardship, attendance
at worship services, Sunday School classes,
Youth Ministries, Children’s Ministry, Music
Ministry, and an ever expanding program of
Bible Studies, Prayer Emphasis, Missions, and
many local outreach programs. Dr. Mathison
retired in June of 2016. In July of 2016, Dr. Cory Smith was appointed by Bishop
Leeland to serve as our Senior Minister.
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In 1992 a major building and restoration project was undertaken. Founder’s Chapel
was not only restored but made even more beautiful than it had been originally
under the talented planning and
supervision of Marilyn Thomas
and Monteigne Mathison. It
serves
well
for
our
9:30
traditional worship service each
Sunday morning and the evening
service for college students. It is
a favorite place for weddings,
funerals, devotional programs
and hymn singings.
With the purchase of a vacated
grocery store building adjacent to
our property, it was possible to
build
Epworth
Center,
an
urgently
needed
facility.
It
provides office space for a portion
of the staff (other staff are
housed in the Mathison Education Building), fellowship halls and meeting rooms, a
well-equipped kitchen, space for Sunday School rooms and a Youth Center which is
a rollicking meeting place for the
more
than
200
youth
who
participate in the program offered
for them. In addition to fellowship
suppers, games and many fun
activities they also use their space
for devotionals, prayer vigils, bible
study, and preparation for their
work on many varied mission
projects.
Founder’s Chapel

A very fine 47-rank Holtkamp
Organ
was
installed
in
the
sanctuary in 1996 after extensive
renovations to the chancel area
were completed. In addition to
enlarging the pipe chambers and building the necessary structures to accommodate
the exposed pipes, the choir loft was enlarged, a permanent place for the grand
piano was provided, and space for equipment necessary for the music used in the
contemporary service were all included in these renovations.
In 1997 we had the largest increase in membership (123) of any church in the
Alabama-West Florida Conference. Because of this growth, which is certainly a
wonderful problem to have, we now have five worship services each Sunday morning
– traditional services at 8:00 and 11:00 in the sanctuary, another traditional service
at 9:30 in Founders’ Chapel, a Celebration Service at 9:30 in the sanctuary, and
Resonate Contemporary Service in the Fellowship Hall at 11:00. In order to
accommodate the growing numbers of people attending Sunday School, we now offer
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additional classes at 9:30 and 11:00. Many young families and students are
attending the Contemporary Service at 9:30 and then Sunday School afterward.
A Long-Range Planning Committee worked on solutions to our space problems and
made recommendations in that regard. The two houses and the little cottage which
formerly stood on the lot just north of the Epworth Center, were razed. A new
facility, The Mathison Education Building connects the Epworth Center with our
sanctuary was completed in 2000 and dedicated to George and Monteigne Mathison.
It is exciting to reflect on almost 180 years of growth from a small log church with
about 30 members to a magnificent sanctuary and educational facilities with a
growing membership of over 4,500 and many programs of service to the community
as well as missions around the world. It is even more exciting to anticipate the great
things that this church is capable of achieving under the inspired leadership of our
staff.
In October 2007, we
purchased St. Michael’s
Catholic Church. St.
Michael’s rectory and
chapel
were
also
included
in
the
purchase. AUMC has
taken possession of the
buildings on January
2010. These facilities
serve as Adult Sunday
School
space,
Food
Pantry,
Children’s,
Youth & College activities and a number of
other ministries for all
ages.

Auburn, located in Lee County, AL, is the largest city in eastern Alabama. Auburn
is a historic college town and is the home of Auburn University. It is Alabama's
fastest-growing metropolitan area and has been ranked among the top ten on
the list of best places to live in the United States The city's unofficial nickname is
“The Loveliest Village On The Plains,” taken from a line in a poem by Oliver
Goldsmith: “Sweet Auburn! loveliest village of the plain...”
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Watoola United Methodist Church,
Beauregard Community, Lee County, Alabama
Sunday afternoon, March 3, 2019, a powerful tornado ripped through the
Beauregard community in Lee County, Alabama. About 10,000 people live in this
community, which is about 60 miles east of Montgomery. It has a few small stores,
two schools and a volunteer fire department along the main highway.
Tragically, this storm with its 170 mph winds, took the lives of 23 people in this
rural area while shredding homes, trees, and power lines. The victims ranged in age
from a nine-year-old boy who died at a hospital from his injuries, to a woman in her
90s who died near her home. The storm also killed an entire family of three and
another family of four. Most of the victims suffered extensive blunt-force trauma,
and many were sucked out of their homes. It was the deadliest twister since 2013
when 25 people were killed in Oklahoma.
The EF-4 tornado also
slammed
into
Watoola
United Methodist Church.
On Monday after the
storm, church members
were busy. “It’s not safe to
be up there in the church
part,”
Bernice
Capps,
chairwoman
of
the
administrative board, said
as she motioned to the
little white church house
that was built in 1905.
“The back part here, the
Sunday
school
rooms,
were built on separate. So
right now, they’re not
affected.”
Members of the church, which sits on Lee County Road 38, moved many of the
contents from the damaged sanctuary to the secondary building next door. “Our
pews are still in there, but the [Montgomery-Opelika] district’s working on seeing
about if some churches in Opelika or Auburn have room to store them,” Capps said.
“They’re like 12 feet. They’re massive.”
Even monuments in the
Watoola Cemetery were toppled

There has been a Methodist church in this
area since at least 1841.
Watoola is
mentioned in Anson West’s History of the
Alabama Conference. The church has 75
members on its rolls and an average
attendance of 45, Capps said, adding that the
church plans to begin holding its regular
service in the secondary building next week.
“Whether we have power or not, we’re going
to come and have services here until we get things sorted out,” she said. “Obviously,
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we want to rebuild. But we don’t know any plans or anything like that; all that has
to go through the conference. “We’re going to have everything here and roll on as
best we can,” she added. “As our preacher said, ‘Keep on trying to do God’s work.’”
“Everybody in Beauregard is a real close-knit family,” said Jonathan Clardy, who
huddled with his family inside their trailer as the tornado ripped the roof off.
“Everybody knows everybody around here. Everybody is heartbroken.” Steve
Whatley's wife, daughter and mother-in-law, Vicki Braswell, hunkered under a
mattress in their mobile home as the tornado sucked their home into the air.
Whatley said his mother-in-law died when the mobile home collapsed. “We heard it
coming but by the time we knew what it was, it hit us. That’s when all hell broke
loose,” said Steve Whatley. “It picked us up and dumped us back down 50 feet
away.” Watley’s wife was hospitalized with multiple injuries.
On the following Sunday, the Watoola
congregation gathered for its weekly service —
on the same property.

While many people were preparing for for
Spring Break and the Lenten season,
critical disaster relief work continued.
There were 199 homes destroyed, 108
received major damage, and 241 incurred
minor damage. In the midst of this devastation, The United Methodist Church
continued to help lead the tornado relief work, which was and is primarily based out
of the Montgomery-Opelika District and the Lee County churches.
“As with any natural disaster, the national news is now focused on other stories; but
for those who live in the area, the devastation is very real,” stated Dr. Jeff Wilson,
Montgomery-Opelika District Superintendent. “The district has utilized local and
national resources to respond in the most appropriate ways. We are lucky to have
strong community leadership in east Alabama, so this relief effort has been a
partnership of many organizations, including the United Methodist Church.”
The Alabama-West Florida Conference said that the response to the Lee County
tornado will be another long-term recovery ministry in our Conference. As we
partner with UMCOR and churches throughout our conference, we believe our
connection will be an important part of rebuilding lives and homes. Additional
questions can be directed to Rev. Lisa Pierce, Lee County United Methodist Disaster
Response Director at lisa@arm-al.org.
Sources: Opelika-Auburn News, Kara Coleman Fields, News Editor; Montgomery Advertiser; Associated Press

Rev. Gary Perry is the Watoola UMC pastor.
The church is located at the GPS coordinates of 32.462661, -85.351715
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Alabama-West Florida Conference History on the Web
The AWFC Historical Society Website
http://www.awfhistory.com

The Methodist Archives Center Website
http://www.methodistarchives.com

The AWFC Historical Society Facebook Page
The Methodist Archives Center Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.archives.center

HEADS-UP FOR OUR 2019 ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, December 5, 2019

Maplesville UMC, Maplesville, Alabama
Enjoy an old fashioned Christmas in a
historic Chilton County wood frame church!
Maplesville UMC traditionally has been the
center of the annual community Christmas
celebration. Learn the history of the church,
city, and county. Visit a local museum and
other historical sites.
The program will
include Christmas music from talented local
musicians. More details later.....
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The First Century of Scouting

A Ministry of First United Methodist Church, Montgomery, Alabama
by Jerry Gantt

The symbiotic relationship between First United
Methodist Church of Montgomery and Scouting
began more than a century ago when the
congregation was known as Court Street Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. Early church leaders, and
the Methodist denomination as a whole, soon
recognized that the principles of Scouting
exemplified the character-building attributes of
young men and women who would grow up to
become church leaders. In fact, the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, sponsored more than
2,000 troops within a decade after Scouting was
introduced to America.
To recognize its century-long history and encourage continued support
of Scouting as a church ministry, FUMC-Montgomery formed a Scout
History Task Force in March 2016. The task force requested information
from the congregation on several occasions, set up a Facebook page to
post old photos, and conducted and transcribed more than 25
interviews. Volunteers spent untold hours poring over records at the
local Tukabatchee Area Council, the church archives (newsletters,
Sunday bulletins, board minutes, etc.), the Alabama Department of
Archives and History, and internet resources. As word of the project
spread, church members came forward with personal stories,
mementos, photos, and scrapbooks. More than two years of research
and writing recently culminated in an illustrated history comprising
some 120 pages with some interesting revelations.
Boy Scouts of America believes that no member can grow into the best citizen without
recognizing an obligation to God. One founding father of the movement, Washington
attorney James E. West, had the wisdom to require reverence, but without ties to any
particular denomination, and the foresight to insist on tolerance toward other religions.
West was recruited for a six-month stint as Chief Scout Executive in 1911; 35 years later
he retired from this position. He advocated for what is now known as the religious principle
of the Scout Law and had it incorporated into the BSA constitution.
Montgomery’s Catholic, Episcopal, Methodist, Baptist, and Jewish community leaders all
worked together to keep the fledging movement alive. Civic leaders in Montgomery quickly
embraced the Scouting movement and had a Scoutmaster school in place less than a year
after the movement formed in America. Local
growth was explosive in 1910–11, to the extent
that the Montgomery Council was singled out
by the national leadership as a model for other
councils and the city was considered for a
regional headquarters. Troop 3, formed at the
Court Street Church in 1915, became the first
Methodist-sponsored troop to remain active.
Court Street Church Troop 3 led by Scoutmaster W.L. Noll
on a camping trip to Mentone, Alabama, c. 1916

When the Court Street congregation was asked
by the Alabama Conference board of education
to relocate to the Cloverdale neighborhood around 1929–30 to support the church-related
Huntingdon College, the architect for the new “cathedral in the pines” was instructed to
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provide a space for Scouting activities. After occupying temporary space at Huntingdon,
suffering a devastating explosion during construction, and overcoming several financial
crises, the new First Methodist Church was finally able to charter its first Boy Scout troop
in March 1940. It has provided meeting space, financial support, and adult leadership for
Scouting ever since, including a short-lived Scout Hut, which fell victim to expansion of the
church campus.
Over the intervening years, First Church has chartered at least nine BSA units from Cubs
to Explorers and has hosted up to 14 different Girl Scout troops. By the mid-1950s, 16
different Boy, Cub, and Girl Scout troops were meeting at the church each week. First
Methodist can also claim the oldest continuously chartered Boy Scout troop in
Montgomery—Troop 15, formed on March 22, 1940.
FUMC troops and packs have never limited membership to church members, and for some
youths this Scouting activity may be the first time they have been inside a church. Scouting
can be a low-key but effective way to reach out to unchurched families. The twelve tenets of
the Scout Law and the Ten Commandments parallel each other closely, with the desired
outcome of endowing young adults with honor and integrity. Having a youth program that
aligns with the church’s teaching can only be seen as a positive ministry.

Troop 15, December 2018 Awards Banquet in the FUMC Montgomery Fellowship Hall
Front Row (seated, left to right): 1. Nikhil Patel, 2. Jack Pritchett, 3. Adam Busby, 4. Griffin
Burbage, 5. Nathan Applegate, 6. Hayden Oliver, 7. Paul Renner, 8. Bobby Bradford (scout in
blue shorts)
Middle Row (standing, left to right): 1. Lous Bradford (Scout in light blue shorts, no sash) 2.
Claiborne Davis 3. Connor McLemore, 4. Cyprian Dumas, 5. Collin Lawlor, 6. Thomas Lawlor
(very short scout with no sash), 7. Robert Wells, 8. Chase Wells, 9. Ethan Taylor (dark hair,
long pants, ~10 merit badges on sash)
Back Row (standing, left to right): 1. Carson Lowry, 2. Alexander Busby, 3. Simon Coleman
(tall guy with glasses), 4. William Lawlor (scout directly behind very short scout), 5. Wyatt
Wells, 6. Thomas Peaspanen, 7. Tristan Dumas (scout with royal blue undershirt on).

Thanks to Leslie Shannon, FUMC Montgomery Database Manager
for suggesting this article and providing the information.
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Brushy Creek Methodist Church

This is one of the oldest churches in Conecuh County, Alabama. It was organized
prior to 1856 and the first small building was constructed with round logs. This was
replaced with the current church which is a one-room wood structure with a front
gable overhanging roof built with hand-hewn logs that are covered with wood
boards. The interior of the building has an unpainted all-wood construction.
This building is believed
to have been built prior
to the Civil War based
on the features of the
building. It is essentially
unchanged and remains
without additions,
electricity or plumbing.
A privy is located behind
the church.
By 1948, the membership had dwindled to the
point that regular services were discontinued, but it still has
an annual Homecoming Day on the first Thursday in
August when the cemetery is cleaned, a preaching service
is held, and there is Dinner on the Ground.
This church is located just off Brushy Creek Road approximately two miles south of Lenox, AL (see the map).
GPS coordinates: 31.307261, -97.175728

From ruralsouthwestalabama.org, used with permission
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Heritage Sunday May 19, 2019:

"Bold Women, Audacious Faith"
The 150th Anniversary of United Methodist Women
Heritage Sunday shall be observed on Aldersgate Day (May 24), or the
Sunday preceding that date. The day provides an opportunity for
reflection on heritage, celebration of where the Church has been, how
it understands itself as it shapes us today, and the meaning of
Christian conferencing. Heritage Sunday calls the Church to
remember the past by committing itself to the continuing call of God
(paragraph 264.1, The Book of Discipline, 2016).
Heritage Sunday is set aside for
remembering our legacy as United
Methodists. It is an ideal time for
local churches and Annual Conference Commissions on Archives and
History and Historical Societies to
develop programs and projects
reflecting the importance of history
in congregational formation and
casting the future.
This year's approach to Heritage
Sunday is a celebration of the 150th
Anniversary of United Methodist
Women and is themed "Bold Faith, Audacious Women."
The General Commission on Archives
and History (GCAH)
urges annual conferences, districts and
congregations to discover and then celebrate all that women
have accomplished in
the last 150 years.
Use this Special Sunday and the resources such as these
pictured here (which
are available from the
GCAH
website)
to
serve as a vehicle for
launching
historyrelated projects in the Annual Conferences.
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Jefferson United Methodist Church
Jefferson, Alabama

This is a Greek Revival, one-story church with a pedimented end-gable that has a
recessed portico with columns set in antis and a square bell tower. It was dedicated
on the first Sunday in June, 1856 by the Reverend Phillip Phillips Neely, minister
from Marion, Alabama. The church was built on two acres of land deeded by John
D. Catlin, May 30, 1842, to Daniel E. Ellis, James Turner, David Compton and John
Besteder, trustees of Methodist Episcopal Church known as Asbury Meeting House.
This church is a contributing property to the Jefferson Historic District which is on
the National Register of Historic Places. It is located beside Highway 28 at the small
community of Jefferson in Marengo County. (GPS coordinates 32.386083,-87.894472).
Worship services at Jefferson UMC are on the 2nd and 4th Sunday mornings at 9 AM.
It also meets every other 5th Sunday morning at 9 AM to celebrate Communion.
Rev. Tony Antonelli is the pastor. Jefferson UMC is on the
Linden UMC Circuit, Linden, Alabama.
Rev. Antonelli

12

Methodist Splits and Mergers
In the years since 1784, Methodism in the United States has seen a
number of divisions and mergers. In 1830, the Methodist Protestant
Church split from the Methodist Episcopal Church over the issue of laity
having a voice and vote in the administration of the church. In 1844, the
Methodist Episcopal Church split into two conferences because of
tensions over slavery and the power of bishops in the denomination. The
Methodist Episcopal Church (the northern section) and Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, remained separate until 1939 when the
northern and southern Methodist Episcopal Churches and the Methodist
Protestant Church merged to create The Methodist Church. In 1968, The
Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church united to
form the United Methodist Church.

How the Methodist Church split in the 1840s
By Phillip Stone

This article appeared in the February 2013 issue of the SC United Methodist Advocate.

For nearly 100 years, the Methodist Episcopal Church was divided into northern
and southern wings. Sixteen years before the southern states seceded from the
Union, the southern Annual Conferences withdrew from the denomination and
formed the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
What could have caused such a split?
From its earliest days, Methodists debated the issue of slavery. More precisely, they
tried to decide what relationship the church should have to the peculiar institution
in a country where slavery was legal, and in some parts of the country, widely
supported. Methodist conferences even before the first General Conference spoke
out against slavery, suggesting that clergy who held slaves should promise to set
them free. Several General Conferences struggled with the issue, first pressing
traveling elders to emancipate their slaves, then suspending those rules in states
where the laws did not permit manumission. By 1808, General Conference threw
up its hands, finding the subject unmanageable, and gave each Annual Conference
the right to enact its own rules relative to slaveholding.
The denomination remained divided on the subject of slavery, with some northern
Methodists becoming more convinced of slavery’s evil and some southern Methodists
more convinced that it was a positive good. Other southerners felt that any
denunciation of slaveholding by Methodists would damage the church in the South.
They were caught, in effect, between church rules and state laws.
The spark that caused the division came when Bishop James O. Andrew, a native
and resident of Georgia and a former member of the South Carolina Annual
Conference, married a woman who had inherited slaves from her late husband.
Many northern Methodists were appalled that someone with the responsibilities of a
general superintendent of the church could also own slaves. This was the main
topic of debate when the General Conference convened in New York City on May 1,
1844. The six week session would be the longest General Conference in Methodist
history.
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Bishop Andrew learned of the impending conflict as he traveled to New York, and he
resolved to resign from the episcopacy. However, the southern delegates persuaded
Andrew that his resignation would “inflict an incurable wound on the whole South
and inevitably lead to division in the church.” When the conference convened,
Bishop Andrew was asked for information on his connection with slavery.

Bishop Andrew

Bishop Andrew explained that first, he had inherited a slave
from a woman in Augusta, Georgia, who had asked him to
care for her until she turned nineteen, and then emancipate
her and send her to Liberia, and if she declined to go, then
he should make her “as free as the laws of Georgia would
permit.” The young woman refused to go, so she lived in her
own home on his lot and was free to go to the North if she
wished, but until then she was legally his slave. He also
inherited a slave through his first wife who would also be
free to leave whenever he was able to provide for himself.
Finally, his second wife brought slaves to the marriage, but
he disclaimed ownership of them. “I have neither bought
nor sold a slave,” he told the General Conference, “and in the
state where I am legally a slaveholder, emancipation is
impracticable.”

A group of northern delegates proposed a resolution that the bishop was “hereby
affectionately asked to resign.” Some took the position that the bishops were officers
elected by the General Conference and could be asked to resign or deposed by
majority vote. Others took the view that it was a constitutional office and bishops
could be removed only by judicial process. A substitute resolution by one of the
bishop’s friends, an Ohioan, asked the bishop to desist from exercising his office as
long as he was a slaveholder. After a 12-day debate, other efforts at compromise,
including one that would have allowed Andrew to serve wherever he would be
welcomed, failed when it became apparent that the New England conferences would
secede if it passed. One of the prominent speakers in the debate was William
Capers, who was the leader of South Carolina’s delegation and a future bishop.
The motion asking Andrew to desist from serving as a bishop ultimately passed,
111-69. General Conference then worked through the beginnings of a plan of
separation. Annual Conferences throughout the South sent delegates to a
convention in Louisville in May 1845, where they formed the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South. For the next 94 years, the two strands of the Methodist Episcopal
Church operated separately. Their separation was one of the turning points on the
road to the Civil War, for the Methodist Church was one of several national churches
and institutions that broke apart because it could not withstand the growing
tensions surrounding the divisive issue of slavery.
Postscript
Bishop Andrew presided as the Senior Bishop of his denomination from 1846 until
his death. He led the Southern ministers of the church in dividing from the main
church over the issue of slavery in 1846, and became the first bishop of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. During the Civil War he resided in
Summerfield, Alabama After his retirement in 1866, he continued to conduct
church conferences as his health permitted. He died in 1871 at the home of a
daughter and son-in-law, the Rev. and Mrs. J.W. Rush, in Mobile, Alabama.
Wikipedia
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Lynn Haven United Methodist Church, Panama City, Florida,
LHUMC had two campuses and several different services
before Hurricane Michael tore through the Panhandle in
October 2018 and destroyed both.
Since the hurricane, the church has been holding only a
single service every Sunday in the Bay Haven Academy gym.
Members have said that having only one service with all 600
members coming together from both campuses has made the
church even more of a community than it already was. The
church plans on continuing to hold only a single service for the foreseeable future.

Before the storm

Jesus was with us, and still is..

Christmas Eve service in the gym

First service after the storm in the parking lot
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Information and Events of Historical Society Interest
Executive Committee
and Officers of the AWFC-HS

The Methodist Archives Center

https://www.facebook.com/methodist.archives.center

The Historical Society Website

Welcome to the Facebook page of the Methodist
Archives Center! Our purpose since 1976 has been
to organize and preserve the historical records of
the Alabama West-Florida Conference of the
United Methodist Church and Huntingdon College.
We are located in the Houghton Memorial Library
on the beautiful campus of Huntingdon College in
historic Montgomery. Be sure to "like" us so you
can keep up with the latest news and developments here at the MAC.

http://www.awfhistory.com/

Also, welcome to the Archives Center website
http://www.methodistarchives.com

Please visit the website for the AWF Conference’s
Historical Society. This website was created so that we
may be more accessible to everyone with information
and offer an avenue of interaction concerning our shared
interest in Methodist history. Please browse through the
pages to learn more about early Methodism in America,
Alabama, and West Florida. We will be adding more to
our internet files through the efforts of volunteers (we
invite you to be one), members of the Historical Society
(you can become one), and our conference archivists (we
have some good ones). We regularly plan events where
we enrich our knowledge of history, enjoy fellowship, and
actually visit a historic location.

Most of the annual Journals of the Alabama/AlabamaWest Florida Conference from 1878 to the latest
published edition are available on this website in PDF
format to read and/or download.

Jim Young, President
Rev. Ed Shirley, Vice President
Sharon Tucker, Secretary & Treasurer
Carolyn Coker, Member at Large
Craig Reynolds, Member at Large
Myrtice Carr, Previous Past President

AWFC Historical Society
Contact Information
Sharon Tucker, Archivist
Methodist Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36106
Telephone: 334-833-4413
FAX: 334-263-4465
E-mail: archives@huntingdon.edu

We’re Also on Facebook!

James Young, President
1014 Aspen Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
850 862-8642, youngjmy@cox.net

Follow us on Facebook. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists/
“Like” us – Follow us! Make video visits to beautiful old
churches. Participate with comments and photos. Invite
your friends.

The Circuit Writer
The Circuit Writer is a quarterly publication of the
Historical Society of the Alabama-West Florida
Conference. Your comments and suggestions are
welcome.
If you would like to submit an article or a notice or an
announcement for publication in The Circuit Writer,
please contact the editor, Jim Young, at
youngjmy@cox.net or by phone at 850 862-8642.

Photo credits

1-AUMC; 2-HAUMC; 3-AUMC; 4-GE, W; 5&6-OAN; 7-S,
SWA,W; 8&9-FUMCM; 10-SWA,W; 11-GC; 12-SWA,AWFC; 14W; 15-Google Images

Ecclesiastes 1:9 (ESV)

AU=Auburn UMC; HAUMC=History of Auburn Methodist
Church by Letitia Ross, GC=General Commission on Archives
and History; GE=Google Earth,SWA=Rural SW Alabama.org,
W=Wikipedia; OAN=Opelika-Auburn News, S=screenshot,
FUMCM=FUMC Montgomery, AWFC=AWF Conference

What has been is what will be, and what
has been done will be done, and there is
nothing new under the sun.
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Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical Society
Membership Application
Membership is from Annual Conference to Annual Conference
When you join between annual conferences your membership is valid through the remainder of
the current conference year plus between the time of the next two annual conferences.

Please provide the following information for an individual membership or for a church.
Check the type of membership that this application is for:
_____Person _____Church
Name:________________________________________________________________
(If for an individual, please write the name of your church here:
_____________________________________________________________________)
Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________State:________________Zip:___________
SELECT MEMBERSHIP TYPE
_____ Annual Membership $15
_____Student Membership $8
_____Donation to Society
Total Amount Enclosed: $_______.____
Make checks payable to AWFC; In Memo/For section, write “AWFC Historical Society”
Send this Membership Application to:
Methodist Archives Center
1500 E. Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36106
Are you the historian for your church? _____Yes _____No
Are you interested in being a member of the Commission on Archives and History
(COAH)? _____Yes _____No _____Need more information
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