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Festival during the last Saturday of each October,
which includes live music, a recipe contest, and a
parade. Brundidge also has a number of antique
stores in its historic downtown.

Brundidge is the second-largest city in Pike County,
Alabama. It was founded prior to the Civil War as
“Collier’s Store” with a trading post and saloon but
the name was changed around 1854 to honor a
prominent citizen. Brundidge grew as an agricultural
center, and a railroad depot was established there in
1889.

Brundidge United Methodist Church History
The exact date of the beginning of Methodism in
Brundidge is unknown, but records in the Methodist
Archives confirm the appointment of ministers who
served the area during the Civil War years and that
Methodist preachers preached at camp meetings in
Brundidge as early as 1842.

Brundidge was incorporated in 1893. In the 1920s, a
peanut butter mill opened and the city became a
major producer of peanut butter, shipping more
than two million jars per year.
Although the peanut butter business no longer
operates and the old mill and general store has been
adapted as a museum, the city has a Peanut Butter

The first church building existed north of the present
City Cemetery on the corner of South Main and Lee
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Streets. Records indicate that Thomas A. Collier
preached at the Methodist Church in 1856. He was
licensed as a local Methodist preacher in 1849 and
joined his brother G.C. Collier at Brundidge in 1856.
G.C. Collier was a prominent
merchant in Brundidge (which
was then known as Collier's
Store.)

The Brundidge Methodist Church continued a steady
growth in the 1930's and was blessed with the
ministries of several outstanding pastors: Huey P.
Childs, Thomas Glenn Jones, Charles Andrew Rush,
Samuel Robert Jones, and Thomas S. Harris.
The war years of the 1940’s did not see any
additional construction but was under the leadership
of several well-known Methodist preachers: James
Osgood Grogan, Ellis L. Andrews, John Fletcher
McLeod Sr. and William M. Pickard Jr. In 1947 the
organ committee composed of Miss Anne Cloud
Bass, J.T. Tyner, and Miss Sara Elizabeth Hightower
(“Miss S.E.”), signed a contract for $6,100 for the
installation of a pipe organ. This purchase was made
possible by bequests from Mrs. Annie Dickinson,
Mrs. Myra Butler, and Miss Anne Cloud Bass, as well
as gifts and donations from other church members.
The chimes, the brass cross, the candle sticks,. and
the brass flower urns were also gifts from Miss Anne
Cloud Bass.

Left: Location of PIke County

The first resident pastor for the
Methodists in Brundidge was
the Rev. Anthony Seale
Dickinson, a charter member
of the Alabama Conference. He
was appointed in 1861 and again 1864 and 1868. He
died in Brundidge in 1886.and is buried in the city
cemetery. A memorial window is found in the
present sanctuary, as is one to his son, Dr. R.C.
Dickinson.
The Brundidge circuit was formed in 1877, with the
Rev. Orion Sanford Perry as pastor, who received an
annual salary of $630. The churches on the circuit
besides Brundidge were Bethel, Clay Hill, Sardis,
Wesley Chapel, Williams Chapel, and Friendship. The
Knox, Collier, McSean, Seay, Hightower, Malone,
Dickinson and Bass families were among the families
in the church.

In 1959, a beautiful new brick parsonage was built
on a lot donated by the Grady Caldwell family on
Darby Street in the Caldwell subdivision.
An education annex with eight separate classrooms,
a church office, and a pastor's study was erected in
1967.
Another building was acquired in 1975, when the
former Brundidge Library building was donated to
the church by the Brundidge Banking Company and
was moved across the street. This building became
known as the McEachem Building because it had at
one time been a part of the McEachem home. That
same year the sanctuary was renovated and later
the beautiful stained glass windows of the sanctuary
were covered with protective Lexan.

On April 10, 1880, a lot was purchased by the
Methodists for the sum of $275 to be used for a
parsonage. In 1895 or 1896 a new church was built
on the same lot as the first church and faced west. It
was a long frame building with a vestibule steeple
with a bell, and was said to seat four hundred.
Mrs. Lena McEachem, who was not a member of the
church, made the location of the present church
building possible. She donated the lot at the corner
of North Main and College Streets in October 1919.
In 1921, the building committee consisting of J.F.
Hightower, J.C. Johnson, Tupper Lightfoot, M.A.
Brown, L.M. Fleming, E.L. Wilcoxon, and J.T. Tyner,
under the leadership of Pastor W.T. Ellison, reported
that total receipts from various sources for the new
church and parsonage had reached $21,539.74.

Brundidge UMC has had many lay people who were
active in the ministry of Christ, and three of its
members have become ordained Methodist
ministers: Wayne Helms, son of T.L. and Connie
Pearl Helms; James A. Belcher, son of Clark Belcher
and Liz Belcher; and R. Lawrence Bowden, Son of
Reuben Lawrence and Sara D. Bowden.
In 1985, Mrs. Helen Marley commissioned a well
known local artist, Mr. Larry Godwin, to design and
create a large metal cross to adorn the top of the
church dome in memory of her late husband, David
Escar Marley. Their daughter and son, Liz Ann
Harbuck and Dr. David Marley, donated the lights to
illuminate the cross in memory of their parents. Billy
and Dorothy Jackson also commissioned Mr. Godwin

The first service was held in the new church in
January of 1921 with Pastor Henry Samuel Ellison. In
1922, according to the minutes of the Quarterly
Conference, $4,000 was borrowed from the
Conference. After this money was repaid, the
church was dedicated in 1928. The Rev. D.F. Ellisor,
pastor, and Bishop Hoyt M. Dobbs, led the services.
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to design and fashion a large metal sign across the
front of the steps bearing the name of the church.

the church building were re-built the breeze-way
between the two buildings was refinished to match
the front steps, a new roof was installed, and the
choir room was beautifully redecorated. New
restrooms were added in the fellowship hall and the
kitchen was enhanced by the addition of a new builtin stove.

In the 1990's stained glass windows were installed in
all of the Sunday school rooms and pastor's study
and office. This beautiful artwork was designed and
created by Charles Adams, a local artist and member
of the church.

A beautiful grand piano was
purchased and a new sound
system has been installed in the
sanctuary. New tables were
provided in the fellowship hall and
many beautiful prints and
paintings have been placed in all
three church buildings. Even the
parking lot has been sealed and
restriped.
The record of faithfulness of the
members of the Brundidge United Methodist Church
through the years has been an inspiration to other
churches throughout the Alabama-West Florida
Conference.

In 1996, a committee composed of Mrs. Sara D.
Bowden, Ms. Laura Hollis, Mrs. Dorothy Jackson,
Mrs. Janie Mae Wallace and the Rev. Jimmy Spikes
was appointed to oversee the renovating and
refurbishing of the McEachem Building. Two parlors,
a classroom, a kitchen, a small library and two
bathrooms were the result of his renovation. Much
of the interior design and decoration was done by
Scott and Jeannie Swindell. Many church members
contributed to their beautiful project. Mrs. Sue
Helms, a former member, and mother of Mrs.
Dorothy Laney, gave the money for the three
beautiful chandeliers.

This historical information was extracted from “Brundidge
United Methodist Church History” compiled by Betty Hixon
and Sara D. Bowden. It originally appeared in the Pike County
Heritage Book.

Reverend Ed Shirley
The pastor of Brundidge UMC, Rev. Ed Shirley, is a
man of many gifts. In addition to his being a
dedicated and caring pastor to the Brundidge UMC
flock, he is also the Historian for the Alabama-West
Florida Conference, a member of the Commission
on Archives and History, the Vice President of the
Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical
Society, and a talented musician and impersonator.

In 1998, the congregation voted to purchase a new
pipe organ for the sum of $61,000. Ironically, this
was ten times the amount of the organ that was
purchased in 1947. This dream became reality in
January 2000 when the new organ was installed and
played for the first time in February 2000 by the
choir director, Liz Ann Harbuck.

The following is adapted, with permission, from an
article in the September 2013 Troy Messenger by
Jaine Tredwell.

Many dedicated ministers have served in Brundidge,
contributing to the fine spirit and deep commitment
of the congregation. Some of the church's most
recent pastors have been the Rev. E. Zedoc Baxter,
James E. Savage, James T. Ross, T. Leo Brannon,
Mark W. Anthony, Ovie W. Mathison, D.K.
Christenberry Jr., E..Bruce Fitzgerald, Luther A.
Gandy, Bobby S. Holladay, Cecil L. Coleman, Jimmy
Spikes, Richard Holmes and Michael Lawler.

Rev. Ed Shirley brings laughter
and a message to church
The Rev. Ed Shirley, pastor of Brundidge United
Methodist Church, is not your “usual” Methodist
preacher. In fact, he’s not the “usual” any kind of
preacher.

Many improvements to the physical facilities have
been made recently, including the enlargement of the
altar area, the replacement of the carpet, and new
hymnals and Bibles for the pews. The front steps of
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Rev Ed, as he prefers to be called, is a minister who
wears many hats or better said, “costumes.”

“Awakening preacher Jonathan Edwards, the Apostle
Peter, Roman Governor Pontius Pilate, John Newton,
and Bishop Francis Asbury are among my
repertoire,” he said. “In preparing to portray historic
characters, I read books and search the Internet to
learn all I can about them. Then, I put the
information in chronological order and decide which
events in their lives are most important and which
are most revealing about their character. Then, I
become that person.”

Ed Shirley is pastor of Brundidge United Methodist
Church,
Brundidge,
Alabama, and is known
for his impersonations.
He might appear as
Martin Luther or John
or Charles Wesley.
Then again, he might
appear as Elvis Presley
or
Pastor
Pugh
Hopper.

But, Proverbs 17:22 says that a cheerful heart is
good medicine and Rev. Ed dispenses big doses of
good medicine. “Humor can be clean and help us to
laugh at even ourselves,” he said. “Boudreaux and
Pastor Pugh Hopper are my comedic characters.”

“Of course, I can be me and share an inspirational
message and some music,” Shirley said, with a smile.

Boudreaux, the Cajun comedian, was created when
Shirley was attending seminary in bayou country.

Rev. Ed was appointed to pastor Brundidge United
Methodist Church in July, 2013. But, he is no
stranger to the Troy, Alabama, area. He received a
degree in broadcast journalism from Troy University
where he took voice lessons from Jean Barr, who is
now a member of his church choir. He also worked
as an announcer for WTBF-Radio when the station
was located on the campus of Troy University.

“Pastor Pugh Hopper has his Bible stories mixed up,
sings silly songs and talks about his crazy life in the
church,” Shirley said.
Then, there’s Rev. Ed’s “juke box list.” His most
requested characters are, of course, Elvis, and then
pop singer, Neil Diamond, and country singer, Ray
Price.”

Shirley said that he has always enjoyed performing.
“During elementary school, high school and college I
was involved in music and theater,” he said. “I was in
several musical productions at Troy (University). My
master of divinity degree from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary includes an emphasis in
music.”

Shirley said he enjoys developing Biblical
personalities and sharing the gospel message
through them. And, he also enjoys creating comedic
characters that bring fun and laughter to his
messages.

Shirley said most of his
impersonations
include
Biblical characters.

“I pray that others are inspired to see how worship
can be innovative and creative through drama and
music,” he said. “Dramatic monologues, theater
groups, artwork and heartfelt music are avenues of
marvelous praise and can be an important ministry.”

“History makes a greater
impact when the actual
historic person seems to
be standing right in front
of you,” he said. “Young
people are especially
fascinated
with
the
firsthand account by a
person from the past.”

Brundidge UMC celebrated Homecoming Sunday
on October 15th with the Reverend Bruce Fitzgerald
at the guest preacher. Reverend Fitzgerald served
BUMC from 1981-1985.
The BUMC Homecoming Committee has voted to
make the third Sunday in October as the
permanent Brundidge UMC Homecoming Sunday.

Left: “John Wesley” at the
AWF Annual Conference
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Ashland Place United Methodist Church
Celebrating 75 Years of Service to God and Community
in Mobile, Alabama

The matter of holding services in various parts of the
city was discussed at length and the St. Francis
Street board of stewards appointed a committee to
investigate various places at which meetings might
be held. The property selected was owned at that
time by Mrs. Gertrude Parker. A deed, dated April 7,
1939, conveyed this property to the St. Francis
Street Church. Construction was started not long
after.

Diamond Anniversary
The Administrative Board of Ashland Place United
Methodist Church designated October 29, 2017 as
the formal 75th anniversary celebration in hopes that
an awareness and appreciation of their heritage will
bring Ashland Place members closer together,
enabling continued success in serving our Lord.
History of Ashland Place United Methodist Church

The chairman of the building and planning
committee for the proposed chapel wrote his
justification to the downtown congregation, “The
fact is, we have a great many members in this area
already and new homes and apartments are being
built. We conducted a recent survey in the territory
of which our newly acquired property is the center.
We found that many small children do not attend
any Sunday School and one of the principal reasons
given by parents was ‘too far to walk.’ There is no
church in this locality which is one of the fastest
growing in the city. This is also on the principal
thoroughfare to Spring Hill where many Mobile
families have their homes. Surely we will receive
new strength and support with a live, well-arranged
program appealing to young people in so desirable a
location.”

In 1937 the city of Mobile was beginning its building
trek westward and the Saint Francis Street
Methodist Church which was situated in the heart of

Dr. George Stanley Frazer

He went on to say, “Let it be understood that this is
not a plan to move St. Francis Street Church. If the
day should come when we have to move, because of
a possible future fact that we may be too far from
the residential areas, then we can do it normally and
will already have a fine property……” The remainder
of his letter was an appeal for financial support, and
stated, “We will build just as the funds are received.
When they stop then the building will stop.”

downtown was becoming more and more remote
from the residential region. Dr. George Stanley
Frazer, the pastor, and some members felt it
necessary for the Saint Francis Street Church to have
a chapel further out where devotional and youth
meetings could be held.
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He made a strong appeal for the congregation’s
support and contributions. Apparently, that appeal
was hard to resist and construction soon began. The
opening day for Ashland Chapel was fixed as the 5th
Sunday in September, 1940, with a service at 6:00
p.m. The first Sunday School session and morning
service would be held the following Sunday, October
6, 1940.

For example, the land was prepared with fill dirt
from under the river where Mobile’s first tunnel was
built and from the excavation where the Admiral
Semmes Hotel was being built. The outside brick
came from the home of Moses Waring, one of the
founders of the First National Bank, and the flooring
of wide rib pine and the handsome paneling on the
gallery are also from the Waring home..The Gothic
entrances are in cast stone bought from the Mobile
Gas Company when the old Mobile Gas Plant was
razed. The interior bricks are fire bricks, meaning
they came from the inside of the furnaces.

At the November 12, 1940
meeting of the
St.
Francis
Street board, it
was
reported
that there had
been an average attendance
in the chapel
Sunday School
of 40, and that
the chapel was
filling a great
need, and that
the attendance at both Sunday School and Church
services would continue to increase.

Other architectural details are of interest. The threelance windows, each with a beloved symbol of the
Christian faith are seen as you enter the sanctuary
and look straight ahead. As the congregation leaves
the chapel to begin a new week, the beautiful rose
window enhances the inspiration of the service and
helps seal it within the hearts and minds of the
worshippers.
------Jane Finley, Chairman of the Ashland Place UMC 75th
Anniversary Memorial Committee, other members of
that committee, and other Ashland Place UMC
members have done a superb job in preparing for
this memorable milestone in the life of their church.

On August 3, 1942, that same body discussed the
advisability of separating the chapel from St. Francis
Street Church. Each of the Stewards expressed
himself quite frankly and fully on the subject,
according to the minutes. It was the sense of those
present, with one exception, that the separation
should be requested. A motion was made, seconded,
and unanimously adopted that the board
communicate to the Bishop and District
Superintendent its recommendation that a separate
appointment be made for the Ashland Place chapel
for the next year. Thus, Ashland Place Methodist
Church was born.

Chairman Finley says that, “Miss Katherine Hope,
who was a long-time faithful and active member,
gave me permission to share excerpts from the
church history that she was compiled for the 50th
anniversary celebration.”
“For decades, Miss Hope gathered from various
sources the information that she organized into a
draft of a written history. We are most fortunate
that this beloved teacher of English and literature
used her expertise to serve through this effort. She
was truly on a scavenger hunt involving digging
through files of minutes, letters, clippings and such,
and interviewing many people.”

This church could be considered a Mobile pioneer
because it was built as the first church established in
the move of churches to the suburban areas of the
city. Indeed, it was erected at the end of the trolley
line.

From her [Miss Hope’s] introductory paragraphs:
“A noble church structure may be a biography of a
people and their relationship to their God. Standing
on the corner of Wisteria Avenue and Old Shell
Road is a veritable monument to the sovereignty of
God and the Gospel of Christ. Its first name,
Ashland Place Chapel, was appropriate, for it
designated its geographical location and revealed
its purpose.”

Over the years, our sanctuary has had a special
appeal to many people – our founders and early
members, new members, passers-by, and many
seeking a special setting in which to be married.
There are many interesting features that make the
Ashland Place sanctuary special, one being that it is
comprised of many “used” materials, a sort of
“recycling” in today’s terminology.
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“Because it was to be an
auxiliary place of worship and
prayer for the Saint Francis
Street Methodist Church, it was
a chapel. However, as the years
passed, it grew into full
maturity and assumed all the
responsibilities of a church; so
the name was changed to the
Ashland
Place
Methodist
Church. In 1968, with the
unification of the Methodist
and the United Brethren
Churches, it, along with other
Methodist Churches, added “United” to its name.
Finally, it had become the Ashland Place United
Methodist Church.”

Ashland Place, Mobile, Alabama
Conceived by George Fearn and Son in 1905, Ashland
Place was created from a 40-acre parcel named after the
residence and gardens of Colonel Lorenzo M. Wilson. The
estate bore the name "Ashland" fifty years before the
new neighborhood adopted its name.
Built at the height of the American Renaissance, the
neighborhood, in what was then referred to as
Summerville, Ashland Place was one of the streetcar
subdivisions planned in Mobile's westward expansion.
Keeping with "City Beautiful" principles, the avenues
within were designed to be gracious, each strategically
laid under a canopy of moss-covered live oaks that dated
back centuries before Mobile was settled.
The side-by-side lots were meant to be equally as
spacious and seemed slightly rolling, due to smaller
terraced walls that complemented the natural
topography of the land. The subdivision was fully
equipped with underground or hidden electrical and
telephone lines.
Popular architectural style from the first half of the
twentieth century accented with classic coastal variations
grace Ashland Place. Considering the restrictions placed
on building types, constructions, and designs, some of
Mobile's tightest regulated development at the time,
Ashland Place's continuity expanded with the
introduction of new residences. With deep front porches,
large windows, and wide eaves, the houses, many
designed by prominent local architects, became a
beautifully manicured backdrop for the neighborhood's
park-like setting.
Thanks to Ashland Place's geographical location, Ashland
Place attracted the likes of C.B. Hayes, M&O Railroad
executive; John B. Waterman, steamship magnate; and
George Fearn, Jr., co-ownerof the real estate firm that
designed and marketed the subdivision.

Clergy currently serving Ashland Place UMC:
Rev. Dr. Sterling Boykin, Senior Pastor
Rev. James Thomas Irby, Associate Pastor
Rev. Amanda Messer, Minister of Congregational Life

Source: Cart Blackwell & Douglas Kearley; Bowden Architecture
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2017 Annual Meeting

Alabama West Florida Conference
Historical Society

Minutes by Sharon Tucker, AWFC Historical Society Secretary
There were approximately twenty members present
for the 2017 Annual Meeting of the AWFC-HS. The
meeting was held at the First United Methodist
Church of Pensacola, Florida. A registration and
gathering time was held in the Perry Home/Wesley
Abbey. Delicious morning refreshments were served
by the host church.

the president. It will be held at The Methodist
Archives Center on the Huntingdon College Campus
in Montgomery, Alabama.
A wonderful and informative history of the
Pensacola First United Methodist Church was
presented by their historian, Jeanne Tew. Pensacola
First UMC is known as “Florida’s First Methodist
Church”.

The meeting opened with a Welcome and a prayer
by Rev. Brandon Bures. Rev. Bures is the Associate
Pastor at Pensacola First. He introduced Jeb Hunt,
who is the Creative Director at the church. Jeb led
the program with beautiful music and the singing of
songs.

After a short break, everyone took a tour of the
church’s main sanctuary and other facilities. It is a
beautiful sanctuary with many interesting stained
glass windows. A delicious lunch was then served in
The Wright Place.
After lunch, the meeting reconvened in the Wesley
Abbey. Glenda Pace, an Archivist for the First United
Methodist Church and Local Genealogist gave a talk
concerning the “Street Names in Old Pensacola”. It
was very interesting to see how the history of the
city led to the naming of the streets.

AWFC-HS President, Jim Young then introduced the
members of the Executive Committee who were
present. They were Joyce Stimak, Carolyn Coker,
Craig Reynolds, the Conference Historian, Rev. Ed
Shirley, and the Conference Archivist, Sharon Tucker.
President Young stated that it was time to elect
Board members for 2018. The current Board
members had agreed to be nominated. He asked for
any nominations from the floor and, there were
none, so he asked for a motion that the current
Board members be elected for the 2018 term. That
motion was made and seconded. The vote was
unanimous in favor of the motion. Each of the
members agreed to continue to serve on the Board
and a meeting time will be set in the near future by

The meeting was adjourned with a recommendation
to attend the 2018 Annual Meeting. That meeting
will be held on the third Thursday of September in
2018 at the First United Methodist Church of
Camden, Alabama. It will be held in conjunction
with the Gee’s Bend Quilt Foundation and the
Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the State of
Alabama.
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Tracking down the history of our Alabama-West Florida Conference churches can be easy
or it can be hard. Sometimes we come up only with fragments. Havana United Methodist
Church in Hale County, Alabama, is an example that comes to mind.
Havana UMC can trace its history back at least 175 years. The newspaper account below
of the Centennial Homecoming Celebration in 1942 whets our appetite for the complete
story of this wonderful church. The great article by Dr. Karl Stegall on the following page
increases that appetite. Its time to add Havana UMC to my list for my next visit to the
Methodist Archives in Montgomery!. Havana UMC is an active ministry, located at 715
County Road 37, Moundsville, AL; with services on the 1 st and 3rd Sundays. Rev. James
Moore is the pastor.
Jim Young, Editor

History of Havana Methodist Church
Hale County News, July 30, 1942

When Jimmie Elmore and William Penney
Tubbs rang Havana Methodist Church bell
a hundred times on Sunday July 19, 1942,
calling people to the Centennial Home
Coming celebration of Havana Church, they
probably did not know the glorious history
of Havana Church and Community. The
service that followed did much to bring to
mind the interesting events and people
connected with Havana but only in a brief
way.

weather was good and a crowd of over three
hundred registered at the church for the
celebration.
The Historical session started at 10:30 a.m.
with a piano prelude by Mary Frances
Morland, our pianist.
Only hymns a
hundred years old were used at both
services except for the singing of the
Alabama state song and America. One of
the features of this service was the
dedication of the new Cokesbury Worship
Hymnals, which were dedicated to various
persons connected with Havana Church
both in the past and present, namely: Dr.
Henry Turwiler, Mrs Julie Ashe Tutwiler,
Julia Strudwick Tutwiler, William Marion
Wilburn, Mrs. Cammie Wilburn Moore, Mrs.
Doara Elizabeth Kersh Elliott, Walter Pierce
Lavender and Mrs. Grace Elliott Lavender.

Havana Church looked good that Sunday
with its new coat of white paint, due to the
untiring efforts of Clifford Williams and his
committee, and to the work of Henry Patton
who painted the church. The ladies had
cleaned the church and decorated it
beautifully with ferns and flowers. The men
had built tables for the elaborate picnic
dinner which climaxed the celebration. The
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The Legacy of Julia Tutwiler
and the Havana United Methodist Church
by Rev. Dr. Karl Stegall, Pastor Emeritus, Montgomery First United Methodist Church
Thomas Gray wrote one of the best known and best loved poems in England when he penned those lines to
“Elegy Written In A Country Churchyard.” It was late in the evening, in a moment of quiet solitude, when he
walked among the graves, hearing in the distance the tinkling of cowbells and the sound of an owl. As he
reflected upon all of the individuals, both rich and poor, that were buried there and the legacies of each, Gray
was inspired to pen those familiar lines,
“Full many a gem of purest ray serene,
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear:
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,
And waste its sweetness on the desert air.”
I thought of those words of Thomas Gray recently when I stopped by the beautiful Havana United Methodist
Church, located between Moundville and Greensboro in
Hale County, and visited the grave of Julia Tutwiler.
She was born on August 15, 1841, the third of eleven
children. She was reared in Havana, home of her father’s
Greene Springs School for Boys. I would like to believe that
her Christian faith
was shaped by
her
parents,
fellow church members, and ministers that were a part of that small
Methodist congregation.
She attended Vassar College before furthering her education in both
Germany and France, along with private professors at Washington
and Lee University. She served as President
of Livingston State Normal School, where
in 1892 ten of her Livingston-educated students became the first women admitted
to the University of Alabama. Thereafter, she became known as the “mother of coeducation in Alabama.” Tutwiler became such a strong advocate for prison reform
that she was called the “Angel of the Stockades.” She unapologetically proclaimed
that the Christian conversion of prisoners would result in transformation of lives.
As one who offered her spiritual gifts to God, Tutwiler wrote the lyrics to the state
song, “Alabama,” and concluded with the words,
“Little, little can I give thee, Alabama mother mine;
But that little—hand, brain, spirit,
All I have, and am are thine.”
When she died on March 24, 1916, Tutwiler left $16,000 in a scholarship fund and a marvelous legacy to all of
us. Reflecting upon her life, I am reminded that each of us will leave a legacy, something that will outlive our
earthly lives. For some it might be a social reformer, a military leader, or athlete, but for the vast majority, it
will be something as simple as being a dedicated teacher, a loving parent or grandparent, a faithful friend, or
even a generous supporter of our seminary students!
-Karl K. Stegall, http://stegallscholarship.com
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Rural Southwest Alabama
Washington and Sumter Counties

The website http://www.ruralswalabama.org/ is dedicated to twelve counties located in rural
southwest Alabama. This region is known for its rich and diverse heritage, historic homes and
churches, and natural beauty. It is a treasure trove for those
interested in Methodism in rural Alabama.
In this article, we will take a look at some of the historical
Methodist churches located in Washington and Sumter
Counties County. Photos and text, unless otherwise stated,
are from the Rural SW Alabama website. The beautiful
photos were made by Billy Milstead. These and the
accompanying text are used here by permission.
Rural Southwest Alabama
Washington Co.

Calvert UMC

Sumter Co.

Clark Chapel UMC

US Hwy 43 and CR 4, Calvert, AL
GPS Coordinates 31.155395, -88.019503

West Spruce and State Street, Gainesville, AL
GPS Coordinates 32.817825, -88.164408

Washington County, Pastor Joel Wasson

Sumter County

Clark Chapel photo by Billy Milstead (undated)

Calvert Methodist Episcopal Church South was first
organized in a community building used for a school. In
1889, Francis A. and Edna Webb donated this property for
a church, and the congregation began constructing this
building in the same year.

Clark Chapel United Methodist Church was founded in
1867 by freed slaves shortly after the Civil War ended.

The church uses a bell originally part of Fairford United
Methodist Church which burned in 1895, but the bronze
bell survived and was preserved in a creek. This church
acquired the bell and installed it in the bell tower.

It is said to still have its original pews.

The church pictured here is believed to be the original
1867 building constructed by the church congregation.

The First Baptist Church met in this building from 19131920. Calvert Methodist Church also helped Calvert
Church of the Nazarene organize. The church installed
beautiful stained glass windows in 1994. The latest
restoration was completed in 2010. .

2016 photo of Clark Chapel from Google Earth
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Andrews Chapel
The Macintosh Log Church

Livingston UMC

100 Madison St., Livingston, AL

McIntosh, AL

GPS coordinates 32.581869, -88.189545
Sumter County, Pastor Steven Spinning

Washington County

The area now known as Livingston was part of the
traditional territory of the nation of Choctaw Indians until
the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830. At that time,
settlers from the Carolinas, Georgia, Tennessee, and
Virginia established the first European-American
community here near the corner of Madison and Spring
Streets.
When Sumter County was organized in 1833, Livingston
was chosen as the county seat. It continued as the sleepy
county seat of a mainly rural county, with a declining
population. In the early 1960s, citizens made an effort to
revitalize the town, building on their historic heritage and
main street. The results were a near doubling in
population in ten years, and corresponding increase in
industry and businesses.
The United Methodist Church has been serving the
Livingston community since 1834 when they began
worshipping in the Sumter County Courthouse as the
Methodist Episcopal Church.

The McIntosh Log Church, also known as Andrews Chapel,
is located in the town of McIntosh in the Tombigbee
Valley of southwestern Alabama. It is north of Mobile and
not far from the Alabama-Mississippi state line. This area
of southwestern Alabama was one of the earliest places in
Alabama where Methodism was preached.
The McIntosh Log Church was featured in the
Winter 2015-2016 AWF-HS Newsletter.

St. Stephens UMC
St. Stephens, AL
Washington County

In 1837, the church congregation contracted carpenters to
build a church building on Church Street facing South
Street near Myrtlewood Cemetery.
In 1885, they approved the purchase of property for the
construction of a new church. The lot on the corner of
Washington and Madison Streets was purchased and the
present Victorian Gothic church building was constructed.
The first service in this church was September 28, 1890.
There have been few changes to this building since its
construction. The seating was changed from individual
theater type chairs to pews. The folding doors on each
side of the sanctuary replaced glass windows that were
raised when more space was needed. The Communion
ware that is used today dates back to around 1845.

As early as the summer of 1799, the Rev. Tobias Gibson, a
Methodist missionary from South Carolina, organized
religious societies in The St. Stephens vicinity, In the fall of
1800, he again appeared; now as a missionary from the
Tennessee Conference. The Reverend Mr. Brown, another
Methodist (Minister) missionary came from Tennessee in
1802 with a heart fervent with piety.
This beautiful church hosted our AWF-HS Annual
Meeting in September 2016 and was featured in the Fall
2016 AWF-HS Newsletter.
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Milton First United Methodist Church
Milton, Florida

Milton is a city in Santa Rosa County, Florida, one of
the southernmost counties in the Alabama-West
Florida Conference. Milton was settled in the early
1800s as a small village centered on the lumber
industry. The settlement was known by several
different names in its early years, but by 1839, it was
being referred to as "Milltown".
Milton was
incorporated as a city in 1844, one year before the
Territory of Florida joined the United States as the
27th state.
Left: Santa Rosa County, FL

During the Civil War, much
of Milton was burned by
Confederate forces retreating from the Union
capture of Pensacola in May 1862. The Confederates
intended to prevent the town's industries from falling
into Union hands.
History of Milton First United Methodist Church
The First Methodist
Church in this area was
built just about the time
of the Civil War.
Property for both the
Church
and
the
parsonage was given to
the Congregation by the
Keyser family of Milton and the Thompson family of
neighboring Bagdad. The Church was located on

Conecuh Street in front of the present parsonage.
This building burned in 1904.
A new larger and more ornate Church was erected in
1905. It burned during a White Christmas in 1932.
When it was determined they could not save the
building, the firemen cut a large hole in the rear wall
and carried out what they could. Few items were
saved; one, the grand piano which is located in the
Penfield Center and a pulpit chair.
The Depression made financing difficult, so for three
years services were held in the Santa Rosa County
Courthouse. The congregation finally began
construction of a new building on land given by Mrs.
Mattie Monroe in 1935 and was clear of debt at the
time of completion in 1936. The Milton Methodist
Church prospered and purchased land adjacent to
the sanctuary in 1943. It was on this property that
the educational building was begun in 1960.
In 1965, the present parsonage was constructed on
the site of the original Church to replace the old
parsonage which was 100 years old.
In 1968, the uniting of the Methodist Church with the
Evangelical Brethren Church brought the present title
of Milton First United Methodist Church into being.
Methodism has had a footprint in downtown Milton
for more than one hundred seventy years. Thousands
of people have been touched and many lives changed
13

through ministries in the facilities provided. God is
calling us to serve the future!”

own blood. In early Christianity, pelicans became
symbols of Christ sacrificing himself for humankind.

Reverend M. Kathryn Knight ("Kathy") is currently
serving Milton FUMC.
http://www.miltfumc.org/HistoryoftheChurch

CELEBRATION OF 150 YEARS OF MINISTRY
Santa Rosa’s Press Gazette
MILTON — First United Methodist Church of Milton
celebrated 150 years of ministry on Sunday, May 21,
2017.
The observance included a worship service where
Bishop David Graves, the resident bishop of the
Alabama-West Florida Conference of The United
Methodist Church, was the featured preacher. The
Rev. Dr. Timothy Trent, district superintendent of the
Pensacola District of The United Methodist Church,
also participated in leading worship.
The building that houses the church, located at the
corner of Berryhill, Broad and Willing Streets, was
constructed in 1939 after two other church buildings
made of wood were destroyed by fire.
To raise funds to build the third building, the church
sold bricks and its children began a “pennies for
bricks” campaign. The congregation met in the Santa
Rosa Courthouse for worship for three years while
they raised funds; the choir occupied the jury box on
Sunday mornings.
When the building holding the church’s sanctuary
was dedicated to the glory of God in 1939, the
building was free of debt.

On the west side of Christ is a phoenix rising from
flames. The phoenix was a mythical eagle-like bird
with red and gold feathers. It was said to rise from a
death of burning flames to live again. It became a
symbol of Christ’s resurrection.
“Over the years, the church has responded to the
needs of the Milton community and the Santa Rosa
community, as well as the needs of the ‘least of
these’ regionally, nationally and internationally,” the
church’s press release stated.

Perhaps the sanctuary’s most striking feature is a
stained glass window behind the altar that depicts a
risen Christ standing outside a tomb.
“He bestows a blessing on the congregation by using
a common hand gesture in Christian art,” an FUMC
media release stated. “Christ’s first two fingers and
his thumb are extended, and his third and fourth
finger are closed. This sign emerged as one of
benediction or blessing in early Christian art and is
still used by pastors today as they bless their
congregations at the conclusion of worship services.”
Milton First United Methodist Church, Milton, Florida

On the east side of Christ is a pelican feeding her
young. Pelicans were believed to pierce their own
breast with their beaks and feed young with their
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Information and Events of Historical Society Interest
Executive Committee
and Officers of the AWFC-HS
Jim Young, President
Rev. Ed Shirley, Vice President
Sharon Tucker, Recording Secretary
Mary Ann Pickard, Financial & Membership Secretary
Carolyn Coker, Member at Large
Craig Reynolds, Member at Large
Joyce Stimak, Member at Large
Myrtice Carr, Previous Past President

The Methodist Archives Center
The Historical Society Website
Our Facebook page is located at:
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.archives.center

http://www.awfhistory.com/
Please visit the website for the AWF Conference’s
Historical Society. This website was created so that we
may be more accessible to everyone with information
and offer an avenue of interaction concerning our shared
interest in Methodist history. Please browse through the
pages to learn more about early Methodism in America,
Alabama, and West Florida. We will be adding more to
our internet files through the efforts of volunteers (we
invite you to be one), members of the Historical Society
(you can become one), and our conference archivists (we
have some good ones). We regularly plan events where
we enrich our knowledge of history, enjoy fellowship, and
actually visit a historic location.

Welcome to the new Facebook page of the
Methodist Archives Center! Our purpose since
1976 has been to organize and preserve the
historical records of the Alabama West-Florida
Conference of the United Methodist Church and
Huntingdon College. We are located in the
Houghton Memorial Library on the beautiful
campus of Huntindgon College in historic
Montgomery. Be sure to "like" us so you can keep
up with the latest news and developments here at
the MAC.
Also, welcome to our new Methodist Archives Center
website which is located at
http://www.methodistarchives.com

We’re Also on Facebook!

Most of the annual Journals of the Alabama/AlabamaWest Florida Conference from 1878 to the latest
published edition are available on this website in PDF
format to read and/or download.

Follow us on Facebook. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists/
“Like” us – Follow us! Make video visits to beautiful old
churches. Participate with comments and photos. Invite
your friends.

AWFC Historical Society
Contact Information
Sharon Tucker, Archivist

The AWFC Historical Society
Newsletter

Methodist Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36106

The newsletter is published quarterly and all comments
and suggestions are welcome.

Telephone: 334-833-4413

If you would like to submit an article or a notice or an
announcement for publication in the AWFC Historical
Society Newsletter, please contact the editor, Jim Young,
at youngjmy@cox.net or by phone at 850 862-8642.

FAX: 334-263-4465
E-mail: archives@huntingdon.edu
Also
James Young, President
1014 Aspen Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
Telephone: 850 862-8642
E-mail: youngjmy@cox.net

Ask the former generation and find out
what their ancestors learned,
for we were born only yesterday and
know nothing, and our days on earth
are but a shadow.
Job 8
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Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical Society
Membership Application
Membership is from Annual Conference to Annual Conference
When you join between annual conferences your membership is valid through the remainder of
the current conference year plus between the time of the next two annual conferences.

Please provide the following information for an individual membership or for a church.
Check the type of membership that this application is for:
_____Person

_____Church

Name:________________________________________________________________
(If for an individual, please write the name of your church here:
_____________________________________________________________________)
Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________State:________________Zip:___________
SELECT MEMBERSHIP TYPE
_____ Annual Membership $15
_____Student Membership $8
_____Donation to Society
Total Amount Enclosed: $_______.____
Make checks payable to AWFC; In Memo/For section, write “AWFC Historical Society”
Send this Membership Application to:
Methodist Archives Center
1500 E. Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36106
Are you the historian for your church? _____Yes

_____No

Are you interested in being a member of the Commission on Archives and History
(COAH)? _____Yes _____No _____Need more information
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