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Mobile first became a part of the United States in
1813, when it was captured by American forces from
Spain and added to the Mississippi Territory. It was
in the new Alabama Territory when that was formed
in 1817, and became part of the new state of
Alabama in 1819. By that time Mobile was
becoming a thriving seaport and the Mississippi
Conference appointed a Methodist missionary to go
there. There were almost no Protestants in the
predominately Roman Catholic city and the first
groups that the missionary began to preach to was
made up of people with Methodist and Episcopal
backgrounds.
Continued on page 2
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By 1824, the number of Methodists in the city had
grown substantially and the group decided to build a
church. In 1826, the first church, little more than a
thatched roof on supports, was constructed on the
corner of Franklin and St. Michael streets. By
1827,the congregation, consisting of 37 whites, 47
blacks, and many Indians, completed the first
wooden structure. This was the foundation and
basis for the Mother Church for Mobile Methodism.

This “Mother Church” can
even be called a Grandmother
Church. St. Francis Street
Church, many years later,
spawned
Ashland
Place
Methodist Church.
The Franklin Street brick
structure that was built in
1849 was used until 1890. In
the late 1880s the Methodist
leadership felt that the St.
Francis Street and the
Franklin Street churches were too close together and
that for an effective ministry in Mobile one of the
two should move. To insure fairness, the biblical
method of casing lots was used and the lot fell to the
Franklin Street congregation to move. A location at
the corner of Government Street and Broad Streets
was found and the cornerstone for a new sanctuary
was laid. This Greek Revival sanctuary was ready for
use in 1890. Along with the move came a new
name. The church was now to be known as the
Government Street Methodist Episcopal Church.

The first official mention made of the Methodist
Sunday-school in Mobile was made in July 1828. The
facts indicate that as soon as the house of worship
was ready to be occupied, even unfinished, a Sunday
school was organized in it. It was described at the
time as being composed of white persons, negroes,
and Indians, with Mr. Dugo McVoy as the first
Sunday school Superintendent teaching a class of
whites while John Latoureth had charge of a class of
Indians and Mrs. S. Redwood a class of blacks.
This first church acquired even this early in its history
the reputation and name of "Bee-hive" in
recognition and praise of the character of the
congregation as “industrious and harmonious
workers in benevolent and Christian enterprises.”

Only 16 years later, the congregation had outgrown
the facility and famed architect George B. Rogers
was hired to design an extensive remodeling of the
Gothic structure to a Spanish Colonial style.

In 1832, the church became
self-supporting and changed
from a mission to Franklin
Street Methodist Episcopal
Church. The membership
grew and a two-story frame
lecture room was built to
accommodate the crowds.
The “Bee Hive” description
took on more meaning as Mobile began to grow and
expand westward and northward from the port area.
The church began sending our out "swarms" of
members to form or strengthen new Methodist
churches.

Construction was begun in 1906 and was finally
completed in 1917. The remodeled building featured
two impressive stained-glass domes and the largest
two-manual pipe organ in the city.

The first "swarm" left the church in 1840 to form
what became St. Francis Street Church. A second
swarm left to organize West Ward, which became St.
Stephens Church. Later, some of its members would
assist in establishing Dauphin Way Church.

In 1947, the sanctuary became the first church south
of the Mason-Dixon line to have an air conditioned
sanctuary.

A third "swarm" formed today's Big Zion AME Zion
Church. A fourth established the German Mission,
and a fifth "swarm" started Toulminville Mission. In
1851, a sixth "swarm" established South Ward, today
known as St. Paul's in West Mobile. The final
"swarm" left the church in 1854 to begin State Street
AME Zion Church.

The stained glass windows were created by Boston
artist Harry E. Goodhue, the American pioneer of
medieval techniques of translucent art glass
manufacture. (A restored stained glass window from
the original Gothic structure is in the chancel area.)
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The elaborate entry doorway contains within its
many baroque details a number of Christian
symbols.

grand, historical facilities. Other churches and
pastors will pitch in to help lay leaders as needed,
Pennington said. Several retired United Methodist
clergy have also committed their services.
Government Street, he said, remains in good
standing with the district and Alabama-West Florida
Conference.

Over the years since, Government Street Methodist
church settled into the remodeled building, Mobile
has continued to grow, primarily westward.
Brookley Field closed in the 1960s and a population
exodus to west Mobile began. In recent decades,
many members of the church’s
core families have died while
others have moved away.

Today’s congregation at Government Street United

At the Alabama-West Florida
Annual Conference in 2015,
the Bishop announced that
Rev. Rob Gulledge the pastor
of Government Street UMC for
the past 13 years was being
appointed to another church.
The congregation of Government Street UMC, having been
forewarned of this, requested
that they not receive another
appointed pastor for the 20152016 year but would rely on
lay members and local
volunteers to serve the
congregation and the community.
Methodist Church includes a variety of people from
all over the Mobile area.
As of the 2017
Conference statistical report, the membership
stands at 79 with an average attendance of 46. But
Government Street has gallantly maintained her
presence and identity in downtown Mobile while
other churches have closed or relocated.
The buzz of energy about the Mobile mission in the
1820’s prompted observers to call it the "Bee Hive."
Through two centuries of change, five church
buildings, various church names and dozens of
ministers, the description has held true.
Rev. Doug Pennington, Mobile District Superintendent said that Government Street, with its
grand old building and rich history, is a unique
situation. "The challenges for such an inner city
church are considerable amid downtown changes
and the larger cultural changes that are a reality
today," Pennington said.

Today, Government Street United Methodist Church
upholds its tradition for activity as it works to restore
this sacred masterpiece. Their long-term goal for
the preservation of the Bee Hive is to return the
sanctuary and education areas to their original floor
plan. The church has been a vital part of Mobile's
history, and it remains an integral part of its present
and future. The legend of the Bee Hive continues to
inspire its community.

He added that the church's decision to not receive
an appointed pastor that year provided a
temporary respite from pressing financial
responsibilities, such as providing full-time clergy
with benefits and housing, while maintaining the

Sources: History of Methodism in Alabama, Anson West. 1893; the
GSUMC website at www.thebeehive.us; and Lagniappe Mobile,
Jason Johnson, June 21, 2017
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The ‘Crown Jewel’ of Government Street UMC
By Jim Young

By 1904 it was realized that the Gothic style church built in 1890 had become too small to
serve the needs of the growing congregation and plans were made to expand the Sunday
School area. A year later, though, these plans were abandoned in favor of a complete
expansion and rebuilding in the Spanish Colonial style.
It took eight years, but in 1913 the new
Sunday School addition was completed
with a Great Hall (the auditorium) which
featured a two-story atrium topped with a
lavish dome and a stained glass skylight.
All church activities moved into this area
as the main church was being rebuilt in
the Spanish Colonial style.
The “hidden” dome

Four years later, the first service was held
in the new sanctuary. The local paper
praised it for its distinctive architecture,
carpeting, and its modern advances such
as indirect lighting.
In 1946 the Sunday School had grown to 28 classes of about 30 students in each class and
plans were made to expand the Sunday School building. However, in 1950 those plans for
the new building were abandoned. Downsizing of military and civilian war workers in
Mobile when the war ended was most likely part of the reason for this.
Instead of expanding the building, the
decision was made to floor over the
atrium in the Great Hall and create
additional Sunday School space on the
new second floor.
Details of the plaster work on the dome

Over the years as the size of the
congregation gradually dwindled, the
upstairs area fell into disuse. Few people knew it was even there or went up there if they
did. Recently, Dr. Bert Park, the current pastor, and others in the church had hopes that
there might be a way to again have the dome seen. They thought it might be possible to cut
an opening in the added floor so that the dome could be again be seen from the first floor.
Dr. Park took a local businessman to the disused upper room, showed him the dome and
the stained glass skylight, and asked if the businessman might be willing to contribute to
having the opening made in the floor. The businessman said, “Why think small? Why not
remove the floor completely?” And he said he would provide a generous grant to help in
getting that done.
With that encouragement, the church began to solicit other offerings and grants and they
have been successful. Work is now beginning on removing the floor and restoring the Great
Hall with its ‘Crown Jewel’ back to its original beauty..
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trial. For that year he was in the very land of his
nativity on the Lauderdale Circuit in the
Gainesville District.

A CHILD OF THE
SOUTHWEST ALABAMA FOREST,
REVEREND DIXON W. LEWIS

At the end of 1846 he was transferred from the
Alabama Conference to the Indian Mission Conference, and went from the land of his birth and
the home of his youth to the country assigned
his people west of the Mississippi River.

Missionary to the Choctaw Nation
In February, 1843, revival influence fell upon
Mobile, and about one hundred and fifty souls
were converted and added to the Church there.
The Franklin Street house of worship was
enlarged and improved; lecture room and classrooms were added.

In November, 1847, having been two
ecclesiastical years on trial in the traveling
connection (one year in the Alabama Conference
and one year in the Indian Mission Conference),
he was received into full connection in the
Indian Mission Conference, and ordained
deacon. In due course and upon opportunity he
was ordained elder.

Some time not earlier than 1833 a squad of
Choctaw Indians tarried for the time near
Gainesville on the Tombigbee River in Alabama.
A woman going up to town on that errand
peculiar to women, shopping, came up with a
number of Indian boys, and she engaged them
for a short while in conversation. She said to one
boy who attracted her attention that she would
return that way in a short while, and that if he
would go and live with her she would teach him
to read and write. She went her way, made her
purchases, and returned to her home along the
route she passed to town, and she found the boy
waiting for her, and eager to be taught the
customs of the paleface nation. She took him to
her home.

To his own nation in their land beyond the
Mississippi River he preached the everlasting
gospel. For 1854 Dixon W. Lewis was left
without an appointment in order that he might
work on translating hymns and scripture into
the Indian tongues.
Anson West, “History of Methodism in Alabama”

“Dixon W. Lewis was a man of scholastic ability and
attainment. The appeal of the Indians for the
hymns and Scripture in their own tongues greatly
appealed to him. He gave considerable of his time
to that work. At the 1854 Conference, he requested
and was granted one year's leave from regular
work to devote his entire time to translating hymns
and Scripture.

The boy's name was Dixon W. Lewis. How he
got his name isn’t now known.
He was
immediately put under tuition. His body was
washed and clothed, and his hair trimmed and
combed. A child of the forest, he had, first of all,
to be taught, and had to learn, how to wear
clothes, sit on chairs, sleep in beds, and eat with
knives and forks, etc. When it was demonstrated
that he was going to remain and conform to
these habits he was put to the study of letters.
He learned rapidly, and was sent to the village
school.

He never accomplished his purpose. It was not
altogether his fault. It is a strange, sad fact that the
leaders of Methodism ignored the earnest, tearful
appeals of the Indians for the gospel in their own
tongue. The leaders of the Church at that time,
almost without exception, discouraged every
movement in that direction. They sincerely believed
that the English language was the only language
which could adequately convey Christian civilization
and that it was necessary for the English language
to supersede all of the Indian languages before a
Christian civilization could be developed.”.

In the course of events the family of which he
had become a member moved to Mobile. The
mother of the family was a Methodist, and she
united with the Franklin Street Church, and put
her children and the Indian boy, then about
nineteen years old, in the Sunday school. Of
course, the Indian boy attracted attention. With
facility he acquired a knowledge of the
Catechism. The Missionary Societies took him
under tuition, and resolved to educate him and
qualify him to be a Missionary to his own
people. His education was completed and he
was licensed to preach, and at the session of the
Alabama Conference held at Mobile in February
1846, he was admitted into the Conference on

Dixon W. Lewis continued as a member of the Indian
Mission Conference and in the effective work of the
ministry till his end came. He died of pneumonia in
1857 and was calm and peaceful in his death.
He was a man of ability. He was an able preacher, a
wise counselor, and a man of influence in. the
adjustment of the affairs of his people.
History of Methodism in Oklahoma, S.H. Babcock & J.U. Bruce, 1935
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Bagdad
First United
Methodist
Church
Bagdad, Florida
Pastor
Rev. Robert Craig Warren
Sunday Services at
8:30 and 10:00 A.M.

Although local worshipers were

included in the initial Methodist
congregation that began in
Pensacola in 1821, they were
unable to establish an active
congregation in Bagdad, known
then as Blackwater, until 1830.
With a moss covered brush arbor
for his sanctuary, Dr. John Wesley
Talley, a former missionary to the
Choctaws, delivered his sermons
beside the Blackwater River. He
baptized the converts within sight
and sound of the waterfront
church and received a salary of
thirteen dollars for his first year's
work.

In 1837, a small wooden building
was erected near the site and
served as a house of worship
until it was destroyed by fire in
the early 1880s. Members of the
congregation then worshiped
with the local Presbyterians and
prayed for God's guidance as they
planned for the future.
The present sanctuary was begun
in 1885 on the site given for that
purpose by W. H. Sindorf, H. W.
Thompson and W. A. Watson,
who were members of the church
and also partners in the Bagdad
Sash and Blind Factory. The first
6

worship service was held in the
unfinished building in September
of that year when seventy
members and their families
joined Reverend E. E. Cowan for a
great day of Thanksgiving.
Charles H. Overman drew the
unique architectural design for
the new house of worship, and
the building, made of choice
lumber from Bagdad mills, took
shape under the direction of A. J.
Brown.
The structure remains a source of
pride for those who worship

within its walls today, more than
a century later. Visitors, too, note
that the shiplap pattern of the
outside boards is held in place by
square cut nails, and the underpinning is held securely by
wooden pegs. The delicate, lacy
woodwork around the porch and
eaves was cut by hand and put in
place by those who also lifted the
huge brass bell to its place in the
latticed tower. Oil lamps gave
light for evening services, and a
huge wood-coal heater provided
warmth from its place between
the pews.
As the congregation began its
ministry in the new church, Mr.
Brown, the carpenter, became
the
first
Sunday
School
Superintendent.
Mr.
Henry
Thompson succeeded him and
served in that position for forty
years.
Miss Jane Andrews, the first
organist, was also the first bride
to be married in the sanctuary.
She and Everett Green were wed
on January 29,
1887. The next
wedding took place
on Valentine's Day
of 1893 when Mr.
Brown's daughter,
Fanny, became the
wife
of
John
Tinsley.
In 1909, the little
sanctuary
was
wired for electricity
with
power
supplied by a small dynamo
engine in the Gang Mill of the
local Simpson Company. Money
to finance the project was earned
by women of the Ladies Aid
Society who sold their handmade
quilts for three dollars each.
When lightning struck the church
on July 7, 1912, considerable
damage was done to the steeple
and bell tower. The bell was
cracked, and since repairs could
not restore its tone quality, a new

bell was purchased from a West
Virginia foundry. That bell has
since summoned worshipers to
services each Sunday ever since.
The only addition made to the
original building was a room
(fifteen by twenty-seven feet)
constructed at the rear of the
church between 1917 and 1919,
for use by the growing Sunday
school classes. Construction was
accomplished by men of the
congregation and the women
again raised needed funds. Some
of the small tables and chairs
purchased then for the new room
are still in use by the children
today.
For a period during the great
World War, no pastoral appointment was made for the Bagdad
Church,
but
laymen
and
volunteer ministers kept the
doors open and faithfully served
the congregation. When the war
ended and prosperity was
enjoyed once more, the church
experienced great growth.

Between 1923 and 1927, when
the Bagdad Sawmill was operating at full power day and night,
membership in the church was
doubled.
The good times came to an end
with the onslaught of the Great
Depression in the 1930's, and
conditions became critical in
1939 when the Bagdad Land and
Lumber Company closed its mill.
Many families moved away to
seek work in other areas, and
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soon after, many young men
again became part of the
wartime armed forces. During
World War II, the Methodist
congregation dwindled, but the
work and ministry of the little
church continued as pastors and
people joined hands to keep the
flame aloft.
When the war ended, families
were reunited in their hometown, and newcomers, too,
sought the quiet of the treeshaded community. Soon the
church became a busy center of
activity once more, and leaders
made plans for the future. In
1955 and 1956, a much needed
educational building was erected
behind the sanctuary for use by a
large youth group. It was
dedicated as the Ella Lee Cobb
Building on the first Homecoming
Day in October 1956 and made
possible social events and
projects not enjoyed before.
That same year, the Alabama
Conference
separated
the
Bagdad
and
Milton churches,
which
had
previously formed
a charge with one
minister serving
both
groups.
Bagdad was now
assigned a pastor
of its own and
needed a parsonage. Mr. and Mrs.
Leo Davis, Sr.
gave a beautiful
lot on Allen Street and dedicated
people saw that the parsonage
was ready for occupancy in 1961.
A large addition about fifteen
years later made it more suitable
for a growing family.
Renovations in the Mid-1970s

In 1973 and 1974, after the
Bagdad-Mae Edwards Charge was
formed, members again stepped
out on faith and committed
themselves to an extensive
project of renovation.

Bagdad FUMC 2018 Annual Homecoming

As the 110th Anniversary approached in 1995, the
church busied itself with plans for a September 24 th
celebration. The great day arrived just after
hurricane Erin which caused much damage to the
sanctuary, bell tower, and steeple. Workmen spent
all night replacing the ceiling in time for the
anniversary service. A few weeks later; however,
hurricane Opal again caused damage to the
sanctuary, bell tower, and steeple; and challenged
our expertise once again. The following year, it was
announced at Annual Conference that Bagdad UMC
had been selected for the 1995 Conference Heritage
Award and also for the District Small Membership
Church Award.

The 2018 Bagdad FUMC Annual Homecoming was
held on Sunday, October 7, with Alabama-West
Florida Conference Resident Bishop David Graves as
the guest preacher. Bishop Graves, later that day,
told a District-wide meeting that the homecoming at
Bagdad was a memorable event and that the
sanctuary was packed “pew full”, requiring extra
chairs to be brought in.

Bagdad FUMC Treasures Its Heritage
By Jim Young

The members of the Bagdad FUMC congregation
treasure its history and its contributions to the
community. Church historian, Wesley Meiss, and
local historian and member Ed Nugent were eager to
tell me about the church and its heritage.

The year 2003 was full of planning and fund-raising
in preparation for a building project which would
include a fellowship hall, kitchen, restrooms, classrooms and storage areas. God blessed the efforts
and in December 2003 the congregation was able to
begin enjoying the new facilities. The new building
was officially dedicated with a service which
included Bishop Larry Goodpaster and our District
Superintendent, Dr. David Chunn.
Hurricane Ivan caused much destruction in the
Bagdad area on September 15, 2004 and many
church members lost homes or were displaced from
them. Ivan damaged the roof and bell tower, but
the Bagdad UMC steeple stood tall while several
other churches lost their steeples. The church yard
was full of destruction, but faithful members pitched
in helped get things back to normal.

To honor and help preserve these memories, a large
glass-front case containing precious items of this
heritage is located prominently in the Fellowship
Hall. This includes a tribute to Joseph Forsyth (18031855) who was one of the founders of the historic
Arcadia Mills complex. When steam power made
sawmills independent of water stream power, the
Forsyth & Simpson Mill moved a few miles south
where Bagdad (named after the Iraq capitol of
Baghdad) was formed. Lumber for the church came
from that mill, and the
main street in Bagdad on
which the church is
located carries the name
of Forsyth.

God continues to bless this little white church, and
its members are so very thankful to him for a rich
heritage born of "a people's faith and a Father's
blessing."

Bagdad, Florida, is located
northeast of Pensacola, a few
miles north of I-10 on the
Blackwater River.

Source: Bagdad FUMC website
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the same time. Modern people forget how
hard it is to play the organ. It’s a dying art.

Hartford

I am sitting next to Mister Frank. He is
aged, with liver spots, and hearing aids. I
can hear Mister Frank’s weak voice sing
“The Doxology” and recite the Apostle’s
Creed. He says the Lord’s Prayer with his
eyes closed.

by Sean Dietrich
Sister Jean takes the pulpit. She is ninetyone. She was the first ordained female in the
Alabama-West Florida Methodist Conference. This woman is a history book wearing
pearls and pumps.

We sit.

Hartford First United Methodist Church.
Small church. Small town. One barbershop
on the square. One insurance place. A
Chinese restaurant.

Sister Jean takes the pulpit. She is ninetyone. She was the first ordained female in the
Alabama-West Florida Methodist Conference. This woman is a history book wearing
pearls and pumps.

In the church entrance, I am greeted by
eight white-haired men who all take the time
to learn my name. Then, we males dispense
with playing nice and start talking about
last night’s game.

“Ain’t she wonderful?” a woman in the
congregation whispers to me. “Ain’t she just
wonderful?”
Yes.

These are old men who wear University of
Alabama belts, War Eagle shirts, or Troy
University lapel pins, with khakis. These are
Methodists.

Prayer requests are offered. Small-town
people mention family, friends, neighbors in
need. Someone is suffering from cancer.
Skin disease. Diabetes. Heart attack. Stroke.
Broken spine.

Something I know about Methodists: they
don’t pronounce “amens” the same way
Southern Baptists do.

Reverend Jean wants to pray for the sick
and weary. But the sick and weary aren’t
here. So, she invites others to stand in for
those who cannot be with us.

A Methodist says “AH-men.” You can hear
this at the end of their hymns. There is a
long “Aaaaaaaaahhhhhhh-meennnnnnnnn”
in the final measure.

Eight people rise. They approach the altar.
This morning, these represent those who
hurt. Those who are ill. Those who lie in
hospital beds and are subjected to lethal
doses of daytime television.

A deepwater Baptist, wouldn’t “AH-men” if
our piano was on fire. We are of the “AYmen” persuasion. Long “A.” We shout our
“AY-mens.” Sometimes right at the preacher.

Those who feel forgotten.

I sit in the center of the small sanctuary.
The pews are oak, with history in them. This
building was built in 1921, and feels it. Tall
windows adorn pure white walls. Sun shoots
through colored glass and falls upon
churchgoers like halos.

And here, in the heart of an American town,
a ninety-one-year-old clergywoman places
her thumb over the mouth of an oil bottle.
She smears oil on foreheads. She says a
prayer in the native tongue of Old Alabama.

The service is straightforward:

“We pray for miracles,” she begins.

A hymn. A scripture. “AH-men.” Another
hymn. A few more words. Another “AHmen.”

And if there is a dry eye in the house, it’s
probably made of glass.

“Our town is shrinking,” one man told me
before service. “With every funeral, another
little piece goes away, but we love our town.
Isn’t it wonderful? Isn’t it just wonderful?”

Brother Andy preaches. His sermon requires
no microphone. His words are like poetry.

She ends with “AH-men.”

The first time I came to Hartford, I was
invited to speak at the library, just up the
street. It was in a room the size of a water
closet. Brother Andy and his wife were
there. They shook my hand, hugged my

Yeah.
Next: organ music. An older woman plays.
She moves her feet, hands, and eyeballs at
9

Hartford First United
Methodist Church

neck, and said, “We love you.” And I believed
them.
When he preaches, I still believe it.

100 E. Mill Street, Hartford, Alabama

And I am in the age of my grandparents. It’s
all here. In this room. Bells, organs, Sunday
school rooms. People. Children. Elders.
And memories of those before us. Old men
who changed their own oil, whittled sticks,
and sang with the radio. Women who
formed quilting circles, played dominoes,
and remembered what Coca-Cola tasted like
before the recipe changed.
The sermon finishes. A prayer. We sing.
And the ball game is over. People stand,
they stretch. They shake hands. Everyone
hugs necks.
I receive eleven invites to lunch at Mom’s
Kitchen, nine invites to Ketchem’s meat and
three joint.

Reverend Kinnie Andrew Gartman is the pastor.

Before I leave, I ask Brother Andy if he
would let me steal a Bible from the back of a
pew. I’m sentimental.

Hartford, Alabama

“It’s all yours,” he says.

Hartford is located in east-central
Geneva County in the extreme
southeast corner of the state, about
ten miles from the Alabama/Florida
line.

It’s an old book with a faded cover. It’s been
sitting in this pew for generations. When I
hold it, it feels heavy. The gold writing on
the spine reads: “Cokesbury.”
Reverend Jean is about to leave for lunch.
She is frail, holding someone’s arm for
support. She stops. She is admiring the
white walls of this old room, the stained
glass, and the silence.
“Isn’t it wonderful?” she says to me. “Isn’t it
all just so wonderful?”
It really is.
Ah-men.
Sean Dietrich is a columnist,
novelist, and radio show host,
known for his commentary on
life in the American South. His
work has appeared in Southern
Living, The Tallahassee Democrat, Good Grit, South Magazine, Alabama Living,
the Birmingham News, Thom Magazine, The Mobile
Press Register, and he has authored seven books.

Reverend Jean Spikes
Rev. Spikes was born in December, 1926. She had planned to
enter medical school but was delayed in entering by a
mixup with her high school credits. During the three
months while she waited for the next class to start,
she felt the call to the pulpit ministry and eventually
was ordained as a Deacon. Later, she and Lucy
Campbell Hathaway were both ordained as full
elders, the first women to be so ordained in the
Alabama-West Florida Conference. There is some
question about who was actually the first, but
Reverend Spikes was probably one of the first two.
This photo of her is from a November 2016 interview
which can be seen on YouTube at

This article is used in The Circuit Writer with Mr.
Dietrich’s permission.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdLnIs-kq5U
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First United Methodist Church
Marianna, Florida

The present First United
Methodist Church building
is the oldest of the four
churches in the Marianna
historic district. It was
erected in 1916.
A Methodist congregation
was organized in Marianna
in December 1834 and a
small wooden church, the
town’s first church building, was erected in 1838. A
second
wooden
frame
church featuring a tall
steeple tower was built in
1892.
The present sanctuary, the
first brick church in Marianna, was built in 1916. An educational building was added in
1948 and a Youth Center in 1973.
In the late 1990's the church erected the beautiful Wesley Center and purchased the
adjoining lot on Lafayette Street which they lease to the U.S. Postal Service for parking
during the week.
The church building is in the Classical Revival style with large porticos on its east (main)
and north facades. There is a low octagonal dome in the center of the main hipped roof. The
building has a low basement foundation and features large arched windows filled with
stained glass. The beautiful stained glass memorial windows in the
circular sanctuary are particularly outstanding.
From the submission for the designation of
downtown Marianna as a historic district.

Rev. Dr. Nathan Attwood is FUMC Marianna’s senior pastor
and Rev. Matthew Montgomery is the associate pastor.
Jackson County, FL

Marianna is the county seat of Jackson County, Florida and is home to Chipola College.
Marianna was founded in 1828 by Scottish entrepreneur Scott Beverege, who named the
town after his daughters Mary and Anna.
The Florida School for Boys, a reform school operated by the state of Florida, was located in
Marianna from 1900 to 2011. For a time, it was the largest juvenile reform institution in
the United States.
Wikipedia
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Reverend James Harry Mellard (1778-1855)
A Forgotten Hero of the Cross

Based on the reminiscences of Catharine Elizabeth (Hixon) Rumph and the research of Rev. Anson West

In a very rundown condition in the Ox Level country
graveyard, near Three Notch in Bullock County,
Alabama, is a stone saying: “Sacred to the Memory
of Rev. James H, Mellard, who departed this life
Nov. 17, 1855, aged 77 years, 3 months and 7 days;
having been a preacher of the gospel in connection
with the Methodist Church for fifty-six years.”

preaching, praying, &c, and speaking too fast." The
Journal, recording the proceedings of the
Conference two days later, January 4, 1806, says:
"An address was written to Rev. James H. Mellard
and approved." From these items it appears that the
South Carolina Conference in the early part of the
ministry of the Bev. James H. Mellard, and in the first
decade of this century, tried by a letter of reproof to
cure him of the fault, as they esteemed it, of
delivering unduly long sermons and of making long
prayers, but it appears that the effort made was not
successful, for, in Alabama, during the third and
fourth decades of this century, he was still noted for
his exceedingly long sermons. His sermons were not
long because he was slow of speech, for he was
reproved for "speaking too fast." The only
consolation that can be entertained concerning the
failure to cure him of the evil of preaching long
sermons is that his resources were used in his
sermons of undue length, as occasion required, in
the defense of the doctrines and polity of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and against one of the
most virulent attacks ever made upon a body of
Christians.

Few visit the grave and fewer still know that he was
one of the founders of our church in Alabama. James
Harry Mellard was born 10 Aug 1778, in Charleston,
Charleston County, South Carolina. He first joined
the South Carolina Conference in 1801 and served in
North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. He
(first) located in 1810 and in 1812 we find him in
Autauga County, Alabama, as a local preacher.
He joined the Mississippi Conference in 1827 and
was appointed to the Alabama Circuit, up and down
the Alabama River. In 1828 he became Presiding
Elder of the Alabama District and served four years.
He is said to have organized the First Methodist
Church in Montgomery, September 25, 1829, and he
was one of the trustees of the LaGrange (Methodist)
College.

In her “Reminiscences”, Catherine Rumph tells of the
experience of Dr. James D. Rumph who was Rev.
Mellard’s nephew. She said that Rev. Mellard
preached to the Indians near Perote and on one
occasion his nephew accompanied him.
Rev.
Mellard told his nephew that they would have to eat
with the Indians who were having fish. The Indians
took a whole fish, undressed (as Dr. Rumph later
mentions), wrapped it in corn shucks, and roasted it
in hot coals. Dr. Rumph told his uncle that he would
not eat any but his uncle said that he would have to
or make the Indians mad. Rumph said that he ate
some and they were the best he had ever eaten.

In History of Methodism in Alabama, Rev. Anson
West wrote: The Rev. James H. Mellard was an
untiring defender of the faith, polity, and works of
the fathers. He clung with tenacity to the old
landmarks of Methodism, and fought with
persistence the party engaged in disruption. He was
presiding elder in Alabama much of the time during
the period in which the Methodist Protestant Church
was inaugurating and perfecting its organization. He
had a special gift for and took a peculiar delight in
polemics. He never tired of controversy. He had vast
stores of information, which was ever at his
command, and which he used to good effect. It was
no uncommon thing for him to preach three hours at
a time, and apparently without effort on his part and
without fatigue to himself. The length of his sermons
sometimes exhausted the patience of some of his
auditors. The Journal of the South Carolina
Conference, where it records the proceedings of the
Conference on the afternoon of January 1, 1801,
contains this item: "James H. Mellard proposed as a
traveling preacher. Accepted.” The same Journal,
where it records the proceedings of the Conference
on Thursday January 2, 1806, contains the following
item: The Conference voted that Brother James
Mellard shall have a letter wrote by the Committee
of Address as a mild reproof for his too long

In 1833 Rev. Mellard located [settled in one place
instead of continuing in the “traveling ministry”] at
the advanced age of fifty-five but continued to labor
as a local preacher for twenty-two more years.
He settled near Aberfoil and preached
at Three Notch.
At his request he was buried in Three
Notch, in the Ox Level Cemetery, as
near his church as he could be.
Bullock County
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First United Methodist Church of Brewton, Alabama
Escambia County, Alabama, was formed in 1868 with
Pollard as the county seat. As the Brewton area grew
it became part of the Pollard Methodist circuit from
1873-1882. Services were held in a vacant store until
a small wooden church was built in 1879.
From 1880-1883, Rev. Robert Paine Baker was the
minister. In 1883, he nursed yellow fever patients
and became a victim himself. In December 1883,
Reverend B. C. Glen became the first resident
minister and a parsonage was purchased. A new
parsonage was built behind the church in 1887.
By May 1891, the church had 375 members and plans
were made to build a new brick church. The church
was of Gothic architecture with stained glass
windows, oak pews, a fine organ and inside columns.
Two of the beautiful windows are now in the archives
room of the current church. In 1908, at the urging of
the ladies, the exterior of the church was cemented
and scored to make it appear to be made of stone
blocks.
By 1947, floods, noise, and the lack of parking for
automobiles caused members to make plans for a
new building and they bought the property at the
current church location. While the new church was
being built, from 1947-1950, church services were
held in the elementary school building. The first
service in the new church was held on January 29,
1950. A parsonage was located next to the church.
Pews, carpet, altar rails, and the choir loft were all
added in 1951, and a fellowship hall was added in
1953.

Brewton’s First United Methodist Church has a long
history of community service. Boy Scouts of America,
Habitat for Humanity, and the Christian Community
Benevolent Fund have held their meetings in the
church and received support from the church.
Currently, the Community Food Pantry, staffed by
several local churches, uses the building.
Reverend Robert Ellisor is pastor of FUMC Brewton.
Brewton

In May 1861, Brewton had begun as a train station.
During the Civil War rail lines were severed, and the
small lumber mills that were there were damaged or
destroyed. However, after the war the Brewton
economy began to rebuild, a school was begun, and
small businesses were established. Into the 1870s a
new European demand for lumber opened the way
for creation of numerous timber and lumber
operations. Brewton continued to grow. It became a
town in 1885, and later became the county
seat of Escambia County, Alabama.
At one time, Brewton became known as "the richest
little town in the South" because of the high per
capita income created by a small number of "timber
barons," as they are remembered, who arrived at the
end of the last century to cut pine and stayed to build
extraordinary homes along Belleville and Evergreen
avenues. Many of these families still reside in the
town.
Brewton is the county seat of Escambia
County, Alabama, and is located 48 miles
north of Pensacola, Florida.

Fire destroyed part of the sanctuary in December
1961, but it was quickly rebuilt. In 1964, a Sunday
School wing and carport were finished.
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PRATTVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
By Dr. Robert Gibbs Couch

“In 1911, the Methodist church
that Daniel Pratt built was
sixty-eight-years-old and the
growing congregation had
outgrown the space available.
The 596 members of the
Prattville Methodist Church
voted to construct a new
church building on the corner
of Chestnut and Fourth Street.”

Daniel Pratt was raised on his family’s New Hampshire farm. In 1815, at age sixteen, Pratt apprenticed
with an architect. Released from his apprenticeship at
age twenty in 1819 Pratt sailed to Savannah, Georgia
to begin his career. After two years in Savannah he
moved west to Milledgeville, Georgia and practiced
his profession building many fine plantation homes
for Georgia planters near Macon and the Georgia
State Capitol of Milledgeville.
In Georgia, Daniel Pratt was introduced to
Methodism and professed a commitment to Christ in
the early eighteen thirties. While in Georgia, Pratt
met Samuel Griswold, another New Englander, who
manufactured cotton gins. Impressed with the skills
of Pratt, Griswold employed him to manage his
factory. A year later Pratt became a partner.
Soon Pratt wanted to expand the business westward
to serve new cotton growing states such as Alabama
to take advantage of the excellent river system that
could transport gins downriver to markets
everywhere. When his partner Griswold declined to
go along with Pratt’s plan, Daniel Pratt set out on his
own moving to Alabama about 1833. He brought his
young wife, two slaves and enough material to build
fifty gins.
After spending a year in at Elmore’s Mill in current
Elmore County, he leased land along Autauga creek
and founded his Daniel Pratt Gin Company at
McNeill’s Mill. In 1835 he purchased approximately

two thousand acres further up Autauga creek where
he built his factory and founded the community of
Prattville.
In the eighteen fifties Pratt began to
market his gins world-wide. By 1860 he was
manufacturing 1,500 gins each year selling them to
Russia, Great Britain, France, Cuba, Mexico and
countries in Central and South America.
Pratt encouraged diversification of industry in
Prattville and purchased mineral assets in north
Alabama. His early north Alabama investments led to
the creation of the coal and iron industry in what is
now Birmingham, Alabama. Birmingham’s Pratt City
is named for Pratt.
Daniel Pratt is thought to have created the first free
school in Alabama. He also built other schools,
churches, shops and homes for his employees. He
promoted growth of his community as well. In
addition to his contributions in establishing the
Prattville Methodist Church, Pratt also donated land
and money to help build the Prattville Baptist and
Presbyterian churches. He made sure the children of
his employees had clothing suitable for church.
When Prattville became a regular appointment on
the Washington Circuit, the Methodist encouraged
Pratt to build a building for a church. Pratt agreed
and constructed a frame building on the south side of
Autauga Creek in 1843. In 1844 a Quarterly
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Conference of the Methodist Church was held in this
church that Pratt had built. Unique in design this
church had a sanctuary and Sunday school rooms on
the second floor and the first floor was designated for
local businesses. Profits from the businesses
financially supported the church.
Pratt founded the Union Sunday School Class which
he led until shortly before his death. Members from
other community denominations often attended
Pratt’s class then went to their own church for
Sunday worship services. According to Ann Boutwell,
a thirty year member of Prattville First United
Methodist, the Union Class continued until at least
the nineteen sixties and even the nineteen seventies.
The old 1843 church was later donated to the African
Americans in Prattville for a church and school.
Daniel Pratt died in 1873 but the church he built
continued to grow and develop and his influence is
still evident today. Throughout the late eighteen
hundreds evidence abounds of the activities and
contributions of Prattville’s Methodist Church. The
Women’s Auxiliary became the Ladies Missionary
Society in 1881 and in 1899 Prattville Methodist
hosted the Ladies Missionary Society of the AlabamaMississippi Methodist Conference.
In 1911 the Methodist church that Daniel Pratt built
was sixty-eight-years-old and the growing
congregation had outgrown the space available. The
596 members of the Prattville Methodist Church
voted to construct a new church building on the
corner of Chestnut and Fourth Street. The church
sold the old church building to the gin company for
$12,500. Most of the old sanctuary accoutrements
were donated to the Methodist Church in Booth, AL.
These church sanctuary furnishings are still in use
today.
The groundbreaking for the new sanctuary was held
in May of 1912. Church services were held in the
Prattville Courthouse until the new church building
was completed. The cornerstone was lowered in
place in July of 1912 and the first worship service was
held on April 13, 1913. Cost of the new sanctuary was
$40,000 and an organ was purchased for $2,500.
Since 1960, some four million dollars have been
expended for building additions, real estate and
renovations of the Prattville United Methodist
Church. The Education Building, Wesley Hall, was
constructed in 1958 at a cost of $150, 433. The
Family Life Center was constructed as Pratt Hall in
1989 for a total of $894,900. In 2002, Epworth

Hall was added at a cost of 2.1 Million dollars. There
have been approximately seventy Methodist clergy
serving the church during this time.
In 2012 the Prattville First United Methodist church,
led by [the then] current ministers Dr. Robert Gibbs
Couch and Reverend Olivia Poole, is having a yearlong celebration of the 100 year anniversary of the
current 1912 Church sanctuary. On Sunday May 6,
2012. Prattville United Methodist Church members
gathered on Bridge Street next to the old Pratt Gin
company at the site of the second Methodist Church
building in Prattville. They then proceeded through
town on foot to the current sanctuary at the corner
of Fourth and Chestnut Streets. Plans were made to
open the marble cornerstone. Records reported that
items in the cornerstone were placed in a copper
box. But experts advised that removal of the
cornerstone might damage the structural support the
cornerstone provided the surrounding wall. So, the
cornerstone opening was abandoned until a future
time.
Today’s 175 year-old First United Methodist Church
of Prattville boasts a membership of 1,100 and an
annual budget exceeding 1.2 million dollars.
Daniel Pratt is buried in the Pratt Cemetery on Gin
Shop Hill. Some of his final words were, “Work for the
church, Work for the church.” The inscription on his
tombstone is taken from Revelation 14:13, “Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lord for they rest from
their labors and their works do follow them.”
Daniel Pratt’s permanent resting place atop Gin Shop
Hill provides a view of Pratt’s old gin factory, the
churches he help found and the community that
carries his name.
This article was featured in the Alabama-West Florida
Conference United Methodist Church Historian’s View,
Volume 1, Issue 2, September 2012. That publication
was a predecessor of The Circuit Writer.
Reverend Anthony McCullough is
senior pastor of Prattville FUMC and
Reverend Drew Willis
is the Associate Pastor.
Sunday morning services are at
8:30 and 11:00 AM.

Prattville is in Autauga
and Elmore Counties
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Districts of the AWFUMC Conference

The Pensacola and Marianna-Panama
City Districts are in Florida, the other
six districts are in southern Alabama.
Bibb, Coosa, and Tallapoosa Counties
in Alabama contain churches in both
the North Alabama Conference and the
Alabama-West Florida Conference.

“We Will Not Be Duped Out of Our Immortal Birthright
For A Mess of Alcoholic Pottage!”
Prohibition in the United States was a nationwide constitutional ban on the production, importation,
transportation, and sale of alcoholic beverages under the Eighteenth Amendment to the US Constitution
ratified in 1920.
By the early 1930s there was pressure to repeal this amendment. The deepening depression was destroying
church budgets and even some church members were weakening in their opposition
to the brewing industry.
The Methodists of the Alabama Conference were not in that group! At the 102nd session of the Alabama
Conference held at Foster Street Church, Dothan, on November 15, 1933, the Conference Board of
Temperance and Social Service reported that:
"The Church stands unalterably and uncompromisingly on the tested basic experience that ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES ARE HABIT-FORMING DRUGS, and must be dealt with as such. The Church believes that the brand
of Cain must be stamped on the forehead of the liquor traffic, and objects to budgets being balanced with the
blood of the born and the unborn.”
"The M.E. Church, South, has a platform, and as members of that
Church we should stand on it. As leaders of that Church we will not be
duped out of our immortal birthright for a mess of alcoholic pottage to
enrich brewers and distillers even to balance budgets. Our innate,
God-given sensitiveness enables us to sense the presence of the
supplanter, even though by shrewd propaganda he has faked the
voice of Esau."
In such valiant words as these the Methodism of the South told the
world that if the liquor traffic was ever again to be legalized in this
country, it would be over every possible protesting word and action of
Methodist preachers.
Sixteen days later prohibition ended with the ratification of the
Twenty-first Amendment which repealed the Eighteenth Amendment.
Some states continued statewide prohibition, but the national ban
was over.
nd

Journal of the 102 session of the Alabama Conference
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First United Methodist Church
of Demopolis, Alabama

founded by French expatriates in 1817. Later
American settlers began turning it into a major river
port.

The exact date of the founding of the Demopolis

Methodist Church isn’t known. However, the circuit riders of the Marengo Circuit (1826-1840) were
active in the area, often preaching in the old log
assembly building that stood then in the Public
Square in downtown Demopolis.
The Reverend Andrew Jackson Crawford donated
the lot for the first church building in 1840. The first
building, constructed in 1843, was just a little south
of the current church. It prospered and two of its
early pastors, John C. Keener (1843-1844) and
Holland N. McTyeire (1846) were later elected
bishops.
The present church building was designed by
Philadelphia architect Benjamin D. Price and was
constructed during the years of 1895-1897. The
Victorian Gothic style has been preserved even in
the 1963 renovation and addition to the building.
Demopolis FUMC is located on the corner of E.
Decatur Street and S. Strawberry Avenue. Reverend
David Willis is the pastor and Sunday morning
services are at 8:50 and 11:00 AM.
--------------------------Demopolis is the largest city in Marengo County,
Alabama, and it lies at the confluence of the Black
Warrior and Tombigbee rivers, situated atop a cliff
on the east bank of the Tombigbee River. It was

The rivers brought in a large itinerant population
with a desire for raucous entertainment creating a
profitable and brisk trade for taverns, and did much
to earn early Demopolis a reputation for decadence.
With its eclectic mix of citizenry, Demopolis was slow
to erect houses of worship. In fact, a group of
Methodist ministers who convened nearby in 1843
pronounced Demopolis as "wholly irreligious." In
fact no churches at all were built in Demopolis until
1840.
The Methodist congregation was established in 1840
and its first building was completed in 1843. A
Catholic congregation was present from the
beginning, and a Jewish congregation was established in 1858.
Wikipedia
Demopolis FUMC history is from The Heritage
of Marengo County, Alabama.
Photo: Rural Southwest Alabama, used with
permission.
Map shows location of Marengo County.
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On September 20, 2018
Camden UMC, Camden, Alabama
was the host for the

2018 Annual Meeting of the
Alabama-West Florida Conference
Historical Society
by Jim Young

After picking up our meeting folders, which were filled with useful information about the meeting and
about Camden, and being greeted by AWF Conference Archivist and Historical Society
Secretary/Treasurer Sharon Tucker and Archives Assistant Blake Denton at the registration table, we
spent a few minutes meeting and greeting each other in the Camden UMC Fellowship Hall, enjoying the
refreshments served by Millie and Joe Little who also offered assistance to everyone, and looking at the
binders with newsletters and other information.
As the meeting time approached, we moved to the Sanctuary and began the program by singing “Victory
In Jesus”, led by Rev. Ed Shirley, AWF Historical Society Vice President and the primary organizer of
today’s meeting, and accompanied by Sharon Shirley . The opening prayer was offered by our host
pastor, Rev. Brian Dovey. Historical Society President Jim Young then formally welcomed the 81
members and guests and Rev. Dovey welcomed the assembly to Camden UMC and the city of Camden.
The first presentation was by Kristin Law who represented the Black Belt Treasures Cultural Arts Center,
a non-profit organization based in Camden. It was started with the objective of stimulating the economy
in Alabama’s Black Belt region through the sale and promotion of fine arts and heritage crafts, as well as
the provision of arts education opportunities. Black Belt Treasures represents over 450 talented
painters, sculptors, potters, basket-weavers, quilters, woodworkers, plus more. Visitors from all fifty
states and over 27 countries have visited the gallery in the heart of Alabama’s Black Belt region.
Camden Jewelry & Gifts, represented at our meeting by Fran Hollinger, one of the owners, provided
discount coupons for us to use in purchasing items that are the product of the talent of local artists.
Don Donald, speaking on behalf of the Wilcox County Historical Society, discussed key elements of the
county’s history and some of the historic treasures in the county and in Camden in particular. He told us
about several of the historic buildings in the area that the WCHS would make available for us to visit
today.
Methodism in Camden began back in the early 1800s and Pie Malone from Camden UMC provided us
interesting information about the organization and history of the Methodist church in Camden through
the years. A history of the church was also included in our folders.
Reverend Ebenezer Hearn

The main theme of the meeting was “Learn about Hearn”, Ebenezer Hearn who is
considered the father of Methodism in Alabama and who preached his first sermon in
Alabama in 1818, ‘came alive’ at the meeting as Rev. Ed Shirley, appropriately dressed and
in the character of Rev. Hearn, presented a
superb biographical monologue.

Ebenezer Hearn

Service of Remembrance
As part of the meeting, the AWFC Historical Society
honored the life and ministry of Rev. Hearn with a Service
of Remembrance which was held at Rev. Hearn’s grave in
the Hearn Family plot in the Camden Cemetery.

18

With Rev. Ed Shirley on the guitar and leading us, we sang “Give Me That Old Time Religion”. Rev. Brian
Dovey led us in a responsive reading honoring our Circuit Riders and then read the 23rd Psalm. The
service concluded with everyone singing “Amazing Grace” and reciting The Lord’s Prayer.
Greetings from
Governor Kay Ivey
Kay Ellen Ivey was born in
Camden in 1944 as the only
child of Broadman Nettles
Ivey and Barbara Ivey. Her
father was an Army Officer
in World War II who later
worked with the Gees Bend
Community as part of the
Farmers Home Administration.

Lunch

After the Service of
Remembrance in the
Camden Cemetery, the
2018 Annual Meeting
participants moved a few
miles down AL-10 to the
Gaines Ridge Dinner
Club for a delicious
lunch and more fellowship.
Betty Kennedy, owner of
the Gaines Ridge Dinner
Club, describes it this
way: “Built in 1827, the
club was originally called
the Hearn Place. Its first
owner, Ebenezer Hearn,
was a soldier in the War
of 1812 and a Methodist
circuit rider.” “My greatgrandfather purchased
the house in 1898, and it has been in our family ever since. He put
a lot of work into it. The house has changed in appearance from
when we first moved out here. My father was an engineer, and he
changed the front. Originally, there was a little stoop of a porch in
the front, it was just an old farmhouse with a one-story porch.
Somebody gave him some columns, so he put them up.” “The
kitchen that we use is the original kitchen. At one time, it was
detached from the house but my father jacked it up and put logs
under it and rolled it over and joined it to the house. A lot of old
houses were like that. They had a breeze-way connecting the
kitchen because of fire and heat.
Thanks to AWFC-HS Vice President Rev. Ed Shirley for planning and coordinating this meeting and for his bringing Rev.
Ebenezer Hearn to life for us; and for Sharon Shirley who accompanied us as we sang in the sanctuary.
Thanks also to AWFC-HS Secretary/Treasurer Sharon Tucker for her registration services, and for coordinating all the
bits and pieces that came together to make this such a successful meeting.
A huge thanks to Camden UMC and Rev. Brian Dovey for the refreshments, the work in making this such a pleasant
occasion and for the support of the Camden UMC members who participated in the activities.
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Information and Events of Historical Society Interest
2018 Executive Committee
and Officers of the AWFC-HS
Jim Young, President
Rev. Ed Shirley, Vice President
Sharon Tucker, Secretary & Treasurer
Carolyn Coker, Member at Large
Craig Reynolds, Member at Large
Joyce Stimak, Member at Large
Myrtice Carr, Previous Past President

The Methodist Archives Center

The Historical Society Website

Our Facebook page is located at:
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.archives.center

http://www.awfhistory.com/

Our purpose since 1976 has been to organize and
preserve the historical records of the Alabama
West-Florida Conference of the United Methodist
Church and Huntingdon College. We are located in
the Houghton Memorial Library on the beautiful
campus of Huntingdon College in historic
Montgomery. Be sure to "like" us so you can keep
up with the latest news and developments here at
the MAC.

Please visit the website for the AWF Conference’s
Historical Society. This website was created so that we
may be more accessible to everyone with information
and offer an avenue of interaction concerning our shared
interest in Methodist history. Please browse through the
pages to learn more about early Methodism in America,
Alabama, and West Florida. We will be adding more to
our internet files through the efforts of volunteers (we
invite you to be one), members of the Historical Society
(you can become one), and our conference archivists (we
have some good ones). We regularly plan events where
we enrich our knowledge of history, enjoy fellowship, and
actually visit a historic location.

The Methodist Archives Center website is located at
http://www.methodistarchives.com
Most of the annual Journals of the Alabama/AlabamaWest Florida Conference from 1878 to the latest
published edition are available on this website in PDF
format to read and/or download.

We’re Also on Facebook!
Follow us on Facebook. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists/

AWFC Historical Society
Contact Information

“Like” us – Follow us! Make video visits to beautiful old
churches. Participate with comments and photos. Invite
your friends.

Sharon Tucker, Archivist

The Circuit Writer

Methodist Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36106

The Circuit Writer is a quarterly publication of the
Historical Society of the Alabama-West Florida
Conference. Comments and suggestions are welcome.

Telephone: 334-833-4413
FAX: 334-263-4465

If you would like to submit an article or a notice or an
announcement for publication in The Circuit Writer,
please contact the editor, Jim Young, at
youngjmy@cox.net or by phone at 850 862-8642.

E-mail: archives@huntingdon.edu
Also
James Young, President
1014 Aspen Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
Telephone: 850 862-8642

Ask the former generation and find out
what their ancestors learned,
for we were born only yesterday and
know nothing, and our days on earth
are but a shadow.

E-mail: youngjmy@cox.net

Job 8
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