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The Death of a Church
by Jim Young

While it may not be totally correct, I think of a church as a body of believers which regularly meets to worship at a
specific place and in a building located there. To me, the people and the place and the building make up the church.

We individuals are mortal and we expect that eventually our lives here on earth will come to a close; but we don’t often
consider that our beloved churches may also come to an end, and the buildings in which we and our ancestors have
worshipped will no longer exist or will be used for different functions.
Almost every year resolutions are presented for approval to the delegates at the
Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference for the discontinuation, abandonment,
closing, or transfer of church properties -- nine such resolutions were presented at the
2015 Annual Conference alone. Here is an example: the resolution to abandon and
discontinue the Forest Home United Methodist Church in Butler County, Alabama.
WHEREAS the Forest Home United Methodist Church located in Butler County has had a long
and proud history; and WHEREAS the members of the church have transferred their
membership to other churches; and WHEREAS the district superintendent has recommended
discontinuance of the Forest Home United Methodist Church, and WHEREAS the consent to
abandon and discontinue has been granted by the presiding bishop, a majority of the district
superintendents, and the district board of church location and building, all proper Disciplinary
requirements have been complied with; THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Forest Homes
United Methodist Church be abandoned and discontinued effective June 3, 2015, and that the
property shall be transferred to the Conference Board of Trustees.

I grew up going to funerals. They were a part of everyday life. We now call them Celebrations of Life and Memorial
Services. Despite what we now call them, they are still sad occasions. One of the saddest of these that I have ever
attended was the funeral a few years ago of a tiny United Methodist Church in the village where I had lived as a teen.
United Methodists have a suggested order of service for the funeral of a church, a service which is usually added at the
end of the final worship service held at that church. It is called AN ORDER FOR THE LEAVE–TAKING OF A CHURCH
BUILDING. It suggests that the bulletin or the earlier portions of the service may include a brief history of the
congregation and of its building(s), reminiscences by members of the congregation, a listing of former pastors and
leaders, and greetings from former pastors, some of whom may be present and participating in the service.
This suggested leave-taking service includes a Litany of Thanksgiving, followed by a hymn. As this hymn is sung, the
Bible, sacramental vessels, cross, and other objects may be removed from their places in the chancel and held by
designated persons until they are carried out during the recessional hymn. A statement may be made regarding the
disposition of the pulpit, Lord's table, baptismal font, and other furnishings that cannot be carried out during the
recessional hymn.
This is followed by the Declaration of Deconsecration which is pronounced by the bishop or bishop's representative
(who may be the pastor) who may say: “This building, having been consecrated and named the Name United Methodist
Church, together with the land on which it stands and all objects remaining in it, we now deconsecrated and released for
any honorable use. We declare that it is no longer the place of meeting of a United Methodist congregation.” Closing
prayers and the recessional hymn end the service.
During the Alabama-West Florida Annual Conferences of 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017 the churches listed on the
following page were discontinued, abandoned, or closed.
In general, a church is discontinued when the existing members and/or the District or Conference decide that the
church no longer serves the purpose for which it was organized and incorporated. A church is considered abandoned
when it is no longer used, kept, or maintained by its membership as a place of divine worship.
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AWFC Church Property Discontinuation, Abandonment,
Closings, and Transfers, 2013-2017
Green Hills UMC, Bay Co., FL, discontinued, MariannaPanama City District, July 1, 2012

Coffee Springs UMC, Coffee Co., AL, abandoned, Dothan
District, June 12, 2016

*Pleasant Valley UMC, Mobile, AL, discontinued, Mobile
District, June 30, 2013

Havana UMC Cemetery, Moundsville, AL, Hale Co., AL,
transferred to Havana UMC Cemetery Association, June
15, 2016

Searight UMC, Crenshaw Co., AL, Baypines District,
abandoned, June 4, 2014

Walker Springs UMC, Jackson, AL, Clarke Co., AL,
discontinued, June 15, 2016

Shiloh UMC, Escambia Co., AL, Baypines District,
abandoned, June 4, 2014

Pine Orchard UMC, Monroe Co.,AL, closed, Baypines
District, June 1, 2017

Korean Church of Montgomery, AL, closed,
Montgomery-Pratville District, June 4, 2014
Kynesville UMC, Jackson Co., FL, discontinued,
Marianna-Panama City District, July 1, 2014

Centreville UMC,
Bibb Co., AL,
closed, Demopolis
District, June 7,
2017.

Christian Home UMC, Covington Co., AL, abandoned,
Baypines District, June 3, 2015
Saint Paul UMC, Coffee Co., AL, abandoned, Dothan
District, June 3, 2015
Post Oak UMC, Dale Co., AL, abandoned, Dothan
District, June 3, 2015

Sandy Chapel UMC, Bibb Co., AL, closed, Demopolis
District, June 7, 2017.

Magnolia UMC, Barbour Co., AL, abandoned, Dothan
District, June 3, 2015

Union Chapel UMC, Clarke Co., AL, closed, Demopolis
District, June 7, 2017.

Moss Hill UMC,
Washington Co., FL,
closed and abandoned,
Marianna-Panama City
District, June 3, 2015

Clio UMC, Barbour Co., AL, abandoned, Dothan District,
February 1, 2017.
West End UMC, Covington Co., AL, closed, MontgomeryOpelika District.

Marion Junction UMC, Dallas Co., AL, abandoned,
Montgomery-Prattville District, June 3, 2015

Saint Paul UMC, Lee Co., AL, closed, MontgomeryOpelika District, April 14, 2017. The Saint Paul UMC
Church Conference voted on December 6, 2015 to
become an independent church. They purchased this
property from the Conference on April 14, 2017.

St. Paul UMC, Montgomery Co., AL, abandoned,
Montgomery-Prattville, District, June 3, 2015

Center UMC, Dallas Co., closed, Montgomery-Prattville
District, May 1, 2016.
Oak Grove UMC, Dallas Co., closed, MontgomeryPrattville District, September 11, 2016.

Boylston UMC,
Montgomery Co., AL,
abandoned,
MontgomeryPrattville District,
June 3, 2015

Sandy Ridge UMC, Lowndes Co., abandoned,
Montgomery-Prattville District, September 1, 2015.
Vera Cruz UMC, Covington Co., closed, MontgomeryPrattville District, October 16, 2016.

Forest Home UMC, Butler Co., AL, abandoned,
Montgomery-Prattville District, June 3, 2015

The Discipline requires that all the deeds, records, and other official
and legal papers, including the contents of the cornerstone, of a
church that is declared to be abandoned or otherwise discontinued
shall be collected by the district superintendent in whose district said
church was located and shall be deposited for permanent
safekeeping with the Commission on Archives and History of the
annual conference.

Grace Park UMC, Houston Co., AL, abandoned, Dothan
District, June 12, 2016
* See the story beginning on page 3
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One church died and another was born
This is their story

Pleasant Valley UMC in Mobile, Alabama, was

roots. The move was announced at the denomination's
annual meeting.

As Carol Mc:hail reported for AL.com on June 21, 2013:

A special farewell service is set for 10 a.m. on Sunday,
July 14, at the church, located at 2810 Peasant Valley
Road. The Rev. John King, pastor from 1991-94, will
return for the event.

discontinued on June 30, 2013, by resolution of the
Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference.

MOBILE, Alabama – Soon the members of Pleasant Valley
United Methodist Church will gather to pay their last
respects – to their church. As of July 1, the congregation
housed in the small red-brick building at the corner of
Pleasant Valley Road and U.S. 90 will be no more.

“I’m going to stay here till the dying day,” said Herring,
referring to the final Sunday. Then, she said, she’ll
probably attend services at Kingswood United Methodist
a few minutes away in west Mobile. “I have a daughter
who goes there,” she said.

“Sad, sad,” said member and treasurer Mary Ann Herring,
when asked to describe what the final Sunday would be
like. “We’ve known since the end of last year we were
not going to be able to stay open.”

Herring, 85, joined the church with her husband in 1952,
when white gloves and hats were the order of the day for
women attending worship. So were suits and ties for
men. The pews were full, as was the nursery.

Dwindling membership and financial woes in recent years
sealed the fate of Pleasant Valley, which experienced its
biggest growth in the 1950s and ‘60s, about the time
Brookley Field was booming. As Brookley waned and
Mobile’s suburbs began to grow in the following decades,
families began a slow exodus out of the neighborhood,
taking their church memberships with them.

She recalled the traditional songs sung at time: “Trust and
Obey,” “In the Garden,” “Wonderful Words of Life,” and
“Victory in Jesus,” with piano and organ accompanying
the congregation. Some of the old favorites, she said, are
still part of the program today
Beth Farnell Grover, 68, described Pleasant Valley as an
important part of the social fabric of the middle-class
neighborhood in the 1950s. The church listed 190 family
memberships and about 580 individual members in 1959.
By that time, U.S. 90 had been constructed to intersect
with Pleasant Valley Road, which was named after the
church, members said.

In 2004, a young pastor, the Rev. Don Woolley, tried to
reach out to the changing neighborhood near Pleasant
Valley, but it wasn’t enough to permanently energize the
church, which was losing members faster than it could
win them.
This year, congregation leaders were faced with the hard
decision to dissolve the church, which has pre-Civil War
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Bible school, Easter egg hunts and fellowship dinners kept
families engaged with each other and their faith, she said.
No one would dream of skipping church on Sunday. “You
went to church unless you were so sick you couldn’t crawl
out the door,” she said.

In the late 1970s, said member Cheryl Boesen, the church
still drew enough families on Easter to require extra
chairs to be placed in the sanctuary. A new fellowship hall
and kitchen were added in 1983.
Doug Farnell, Grover's younger brother, said his children
attended the church's youth group in the 1980s but that
"they were about the last bunch of teenagers that were
there," he recalled. "People were moving out away from
the church."

Grover said she traveled with the church’s active youth
choir around the coast of Florida as a high school junior in
1961. They sang at Methodist churches and stayed in the
homes of members along the way. “That was a real fun
experience,” recalled Grover, who sang alto.

Farnell's membership is still at Pleasant Valley, he said,
though he now attends the much larger Christ United
Methodist Church on Grelot Road, where his son, Hank,
goes.

Grover, who now splits her time between Mobile and
Chicago, attended a service recently. “My two sisters and
I worshiped there together on June 2nd and realized that
would be the last time we would be served communion
there in our church as we knew it,” she said.

‘Sweet, sweet folks”

Grover’s family, the Farnells, was central to Pleasant
Valley. Today, the small cemetery next to the church has
many a tombstone engraved with that surname. Grover’s
great-grandfather on her mother’s side – who was also a
Farnell – was one of two people who donated the land
for the current church site, then a field.

By 2004, the pastorship of Pleasant Valley had been
reduced to a part-time position. “I loved being here,” said
Don Woolley, who started his seven-year appointment at
that time. “These are sweet, sweet folks.”
Giving a tour of the small sanctuary recently, he gestured
to a pew near the front of the church. “There’s where
Mrs. Barnes sat,” he said of one member.

The congregation that became Pleasant Valley had
originated earlier in homes in the Cottage Hill area of
Mobile as a “union” church, meaning that it hosted a
Methodist minister one week and a preacher of another
denomination the next. No one’s exactly sure of the
official start date.

In a side section, a few small patchwork pillows hold
places for aging backs. “There was a whole section of
older ladies here,” Woolley said. “And they were
characters.”

A building was relocated to the current site in 1867,
where the church shared circuits with other Methodist
congregations. A new sanctuary was built in 1893 and a
west wing for Sunday school added in 1917.

Woolley led an effort to bring in young neighborhood
families and their children, which made Pleasant Valley
more racially diverse, about 50-50 black-white on some
Sundays. The church also reached out to recovering
addicts and area refugees, and they became a part of the
life of the church.

Several of the Farnells served in key church roles –
Sunday school superintendent, for instance – and
furthered additions and expansions to the church, which
received its first full-time pastor in 1943.

Woolley said that the members, many of whom were
elderly, embraced the changes. Joe Collie, who died
recently, was one of them. “Mr. Joe always invited a
group of recovering addicts to sit with him and
encouraged them. They just loved him,” he said. “They
never felt judged.”

Grover’s father, Maury Farnell, who died in 1985, was
among the men who gave the go-ahead for a memorable
addition in the post-World War II years, around 1948.
Workers dug a basement beside the church, raised up the
building and moved it to fit over the pit. They also added
a wing to shape the sanctuary in the form of a cross.

In 2005 – almost as affirmation that it was on the right
path -- Pleasant Valley received the Church of the Year
award in the 75- to 200-member category for the United
Methodist region. “Out of the whole (Alabama-West
Florida) conference, this little church got that award,”
Woolley said.

In 1957, an education building was added at a cost of
$65,000, which provided 12 new rooms.
Grover said she was married in a small wedding at the
church in 1968, and her daughters, Cheryl and Laura,
were baptized there in 1970 and 1973.

But in the end, Pleasant Valley just wasn’t financially
viable for the long run. “Part of it was the economy,” said
Woolley. “It’s the story of many of our churches.”

“Both of my sisters got married there. Many of my
cousins got married there,” said Grover. “My father had
nine brothers and sisters. There were a lot of cousins.”

With the membership dissolved, it’s unclear what will
happen to the church building, which is still owned by the
Mobile district of the United Methodist Church.
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“We hope it will continue in some fashion,” Herring said.
She said her last memories of Pleasant Valley will be “the
people, both pastors and members, who have led me on
my journey of faith.”

Although it will operate at a former church, the new
congregation is considered a new church start, a joint
project of the United Methodist Mobile District and the
Alabama-West
Florida
Conference
Board
of
Congregational Development.

The last Sunday will be “really hard,” said Boesen, 68,
who has been a member since 1977. Boesen said she
moved her letter of membership away for a few years to
attend Christ UMC.
But she came back. “This was just home, just family,” she
said.

Rev. Frederick Outlaw, chairman of the Congregational
Development board, advises a five-year strategic plan for
new church starts. He said it's important to identify with
the neighborhood, build trust and allow residents in a
community to communicate their needs. "Ministry is
matching resources to needs," he said.

The Heart

---

On July 2, 2015, Carol McPhail reported again on this story for
AL.com:

Jim Young, the Editor of this Newsletter, has
recently been in contact with Rev. Chris
Gilmore and asked him how things were going.

Two years after Pleasant Valley United Methodist Church
closed its doors in Mobile, the church is reopening as a
new United Methodist congregation targeting the
African-American community.

Rev. Gilmore said, “Our transition to reconnecting
with the midtown community as The Heart has
being moving along very well.

The pastor, Rev. Chris Gilmore of Mobile, said he would
preach the first sermon on Sunday, July 5, at 11 a.m. at
the church, located at U.S. 90 and Pleasant Valley Road. A
Tuesday evening Bible study this past week drew 11
people, he said.

We have built relationships with two elementary
schools in the area to assist the students with their
needs. We have also partnered with Position to
Pray food service to help serve from our food
bank.

"We plan on getting out and getting in the
neighborhood," said Gilmore, a bi-vocational pastor who
served for nine years at Little Zion United Methodist
Church at Tensaw in Baldwin County. Gilmore said plans
call for weekly Bible studies and the establishment of day
care and after-school programs.

Renovation on the sanctuary, has been a top
priority and seeing it's completion has been
motivation to keep moving.“
“We are looking forward to our launch date for
Easter of 2018. Thank you for your interest. See
you there!”

Starting a new African-American church was named as a
goal of Mobile Superintendent Doug Pennington in a Q&A
on the Alabama-West Florida Conference website last
year.
"We plan on
neighborhood."

getting

out

and

getting

in

the

After years of dwindling membership, Pleasant Valley was
dissolved on July 1, 2013. The congregation, which had
pre-Civil War roots, had experienced its biggest growth in
the 1950s and 1960s during the heyday of Brookley Field.
In the decades following Brookley's closing, many of the
members of Pleasant Valley moved west and attended
other churches.
About 10 years ago, Pleasant Valley attempted to reach
out to the diverse neighborhoods in the area. The
congregation received the Church of the Year award in
the 75- to 200-member category from the regional
conference. By 2013, however, low membership and
financial burdens forced the congregation to make the
difficult decision to close, former members said.

The Heart – Mobile
African American New Church Start - Mobile, AL
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Dixon’s Mills United Methodist Church
Dixon’s Mills, Marengo County, Alabama

Beginning in the late
1820s, Joel B. Dixon, Sr.
operated a water-powered
gristmill at a dam that he
and his sons built on Mill
Creek along the old Lindento-Choctaw Corner Road.
The modern U.S. Route 43
bridge over Mill Creek now
stands at the location.
Dixon (January 11, 1777 –
December 23, 1861), a
native
of
Edgecombe
County, North Carolina,
was one of the early
settlers
of
Marengo
County. His business grew
and eventually included a
steam engine-driven sawmill and two steampowered cotton gins. The
mills remained in use into
the first years of the 20th
century. They were still standing in 1923, when they were
demolished during the construction of Route 43.

Though the membership is small, on the fourth Sunday,
“preaching Sunday”, members from other churches attend
and worship here. The church has two professing
members and an average attendance of 20 at the monthly
service on
the 4th Sunday at 8:45
AM. Many
who attend
are from
Grove Hill
UMC, in
Grove Hill,
AL.

Every fourth Sunday now at 8:45 a. m. Rev. David
Murray fills the pulpit of the United Methodist Church
which is behind an altar rail made of dark rich wood. This
same dark wood is repeated in the pews and the
wainscoting. The windows within are made of small
squares and rectangles of colored glass with the highest
pointing Heavenward.
Dixon’s Mills United Methodist
Church, located on Highway 43,
was constructed around 1912 and
was the first church built in the
community. A deed, dated August
6, 1910 indicates that the land was
purchased from Otto and Olga
Regan for the building of a church
house. The sum of $80 was paid
for the land and it was deeded to
the trustees of the Sweet Water
Circuit,
Methodist
Episcopal
Church. Prior to 1912, Sunday
School was a community-wide
activity for all denominations held
in the old school house, Dixon’s
Mills academy, located behind the John Dunning Home.
Most of the Methodists then went to church services at
Payne’s Chapel, a short distance down the road.

Dixon’s Mills
UMC
According to Mrs. Joy Nored, a former resident of Dixon’s
Mills, the spelling of the name of the community has long
plagued those who live there. It has been, and still is,
spelled in varying ways such as Dixons Mill, Dixons Mills,
Dixon’s Mills, and Dixon’s Mill. At one time, the east-west
signs of Highway 10 spelled it one way and the north-south
signs of Highway 43 spelled it another way.

A Youtube slide show of Dixon’s Mills UMC is at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55mdSNxS_k8
Pastor: Rev. David Murray
Church Location: 3667 County Rd 6, Dixon's Mills AL 36736
Map: Wikipedia
Photos: Billy Milstead, Rural Southwest Alabama

The current structure is the same as the original building
with exception of the removal of the large belfry. The bell
was used originally to signal church services as well as a
community alarm signal for fires and other emergencies.
The belfry was torn down and the bell was placed on a
brick foundation in the church yard.

From Linden, AL take Hwy 43 S to Dixon's Mills. The church will
be on the left before the Hwy 10 & 43 Intersection.
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Celebrating 200 Years in God’s Service

Campground UMC, Luverne, Alabama

Campground UMC near Luverne, Alabama, will celebrate 200 years of service to God and
to the community with a Memorial and Homecoming on Sunday, July 16, 2017 .
Pastor Dunford Cole and the Campground UMC congregation will warmly welcome you.
As early as 1815, Methodists were worshipping at this
area of Crenshaw County, Alabama, known as
Campground.

Improvements and additions continued to be made. In
1975, a heating and cooling system was installed and a
perpetual cemetery fund was established.

Records in possession of descendants of the charter
members show that Campground Church was organized in
1817 with the following members: Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
Wyrosdick, Mr. and Mrs. Robert McAdams, Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob Jeffcoat, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Louis Jeffcoat, Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel Jeffcoat, Mr. and Mrs. William Wingard, Mr.
and Mrs. Wess McAdams, and Mr. and Mrs. Samuel
Capps.
The first burial in he church graveyard is recorded on
September 18, 1828 – Mary A. McAdams, infant of R. and
Rachael McAdams. By this time, there was a church
building next to the cemetery.
The first Sunday School was organized in 1867.
By 1875, membership had increased to 125, and it
became necessary to build a larger church. The older
church had been located next to the cemetery on the east
side of the present road but it was decided to build the
new church on the west side of the road directly across
from the cemetery. That structure is now a part of the
present building which has been enlarged and remodeled
several times. In 1938 it was enlarged by adding Sunday
School rooms and a choir loft behind the pulpit.

The official address of Campground UMC is 1574 Turkey Creek
Road, Luverne, AL. However, that is a nearby home where the
church’s mail is received. To drive to the church, go east from
the US 331/US 29 intersection in Luverne for about a mile and
then turn left on CR 59. Follow CR 59 to CR 50 and turn right.
Go about a mile east and then turn right on Turkey Creek
Road. The church is about ¼ mile further on the right.
Jim Young
Exterior photo by Luke Carr, interior photo by Jim Young
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Brewersville United Methodist Church
Sumter County, Alabama

This church congregation was organized
in 1833 and the current church building was
built circa 1850. The interior of the church
has been little altered since its construction.
Overhead on the sides and back is a slave
gallery that’s supported by massive posts.
The church still has its original pews,
paneled pulpit, and altar rail. The pews have
a center divider that separated the women
and men. An addition was added to the rear
of the church in 1957.
This church building was photographed
and recorded in the Historic American
Buildings Survey (HABS) in 1935. It is
located beside Highway 28 in the
community of Brewersville in Sumter
County.

Pastor: Teresa Seevers
Location: 27 Brewersville Rd., Livingston AL 35470
Main Service Time: 9:30 AM, Sunday School: 10:30 AM
Other Service Time: Community meal and Bible studies
for all ages at 6:30PM on Sundays.
Directions: From Livingston, AL take Hwy 28 E to the
Community of Coatopa, approx. 7 miles. The church will
be on the left. (Beside a small clubhouse.)
Sources: 1) TourSumterCounty.com; 2) The Alabama Catalog, A
Guide to the Early Architecture of the State, by Robert Gamble,
3) Rural Southwest Alabama.
B&W photographs courtesy of the U. S. Library of Congress,
photographer: Alex Bush, October 1935.
Color photographs by Billy Milstead
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The Centenary Institute
1829 - 1885

Summerfield, Alabama
The Centenary Institute was a school in Summerfield,
Alabama operated by the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South from 1829 until the 1880s. The Centenary Institute
was founded in 1829 as Valley Creek Academy, a local
school, but was turned over to the Methodist Episcopal
Church in 1838. In celebration of the centennial of
Methodism, the school was renamed the "Centenary
Institute".
The institution was chartered by the legislature January 2,
1841, with Eugene V. LeVert, Ebenezer Hearn, William
Murrah, Asbury H. Shanks, Seymore B. Sawyer, Alfred
Battle. Daniel H. Norwood, Daniel Pratt, Aaron Ready,
Elisha F. King, Franklin C. Shaw, Benjamin J. Harrison, Noel
Pitts, and Shadrach Mims. The charter made it unlawful
“to retail or vend ardent or intoxicating liquors within two
miles of said institution.”

The other buildings of the Institute consisted of a fine
residence for the occupancy of the President; and a twostoried wooden building, containing five good recitation
and study rooms, (each with a fire-place) for the male
department; and an excellent brick edifice, two stories
high, and containing on the first floor one large study
room and two smaller rooms for the use and
accommodation of the pupils; and on the second floor six
commodious rooms, two for the department of music,
two designed for the Library and apparatus, and two as
Lecture and Recitation rooms, for the female department.

In 1843 the new buildings were ready for occupancy. The
buildings for the male and female departments were at a
distance from each other, with a deep and beautiful valley
intervening.
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In 1843, Dr Archelaus H Mitchell became president of the
school; he served in this capacity until 1851, and was
known in the community as the "king of Summerfield." In
1843, 60-70 boys and girls were enrolled with three or
four "commodious" buildings ready for use. The buildings
had Greek Revival and Colonial styling. In 1845, the school
was conferred the power to grant degrees, and graduated
its first class that same year. For the next two decades, the
school was the largest in central Alabama. From 18441865, as many as 500 students were enrolled each year -"the most noted institution in all Central Alabama."

A library was established, as well as buildings for two
literary societies, the Pierian and the Castalian, both for
female students, each of which had their own buildings.
(The Pierian building was still standing in 1934, "marred
considerably by neglect and the passage of the years.").
There were two male literary societies, the Franklin and
the Literary Male independent. N. Montgomery was
president from 1856 until the Civil War; he was followed
by Richard H. Rivers, William J. Vaughn, and R. K.
Hargrove.
The Institute saw its fortunes decline precipitously during
the war; by 1865 buildings were in need of repair, and in
1867 the school saw but three graduates. The Panic of
1873 impacted the school further, driving enrollment to
fifty by 1874-75. In 1880, the Methodists ceased
supporting the school, and the Institute began to act
solely as a local school.

The Institute was abandoned by 1885, and its buildings
were used as an orphan asylum.
Found on Donna R. Causey’s Alabama Pioneer website.
B&W photographs are from Historic American Buildings Survey W. N.
Manning, Photographer,1934 and 1936 – Library of Congress

The Summerfield Methodist Church
This Methodist congregation was organized circa 1837.
The church absorbed the congregation from nearby
Childers Chapel when it burned in 1842 and the Methodist
congregation from Childers Chapel traced their beginning
to circa 1819.

The church was first under charge of Charles McLeod and
next, Asbury H. Shanks. The contract for present building
was let October 23, 1844; and it was dedicated October 5,
1845. Greenberry Garrett was the Presiding Elder of
Summerfield District and the original building committee
was com-posed of Greenberry Garrett, A. H. Mitchell, T. B.
Goldsby, John Paul-ling, George A. B. Walker. The original
trustees were George Childers, Noel Pitts, John Paulling,
and David Mims.
It is a one-story, Greek Revival structure with a simple
interior. The church has been altered little since it was
constructed. Here worshipped Bishop J. O. Andrew and
other prominent Methodist leaders and educators.

This church was photographed and recorded in the
Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) on March 23,
1934.
It is located approximately six miles north of Highway 80
at Selma in the historic community of Summerfield
(GPS coordinates 32.516053, -87.041263)
Color photo by Billy Milstead
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A LETTER FROM

MARY ANN PICKARD
Dear Members of the AWFC COAH
and the AWFC Historical Society,
Circumstances and opportunities have led to my moving to Auburn
the first week in July. In order to keep on going, I think it wise to
be close to family, have more support services, and especially not
having to maintain a house. The person I depend on to do repairs
is having to restrict his work or may even have to retire. The
thought of having to find someone else to help me greatly
influenced my decision to move now. Fortunately, I am still driving
and feel good. This will make moving easier.
Luckily I found out about Oak Park Terrace apartments that
provide support for independent living. The apartment I am renting has a kitchen/dining/living
room, two bed rooms, two baths, and a storage room. Services include cleaning and maintenance of
the apartment, three meals a day, laundry service, a covered parking area, scheduled transportation,
and a reduced fee for the health club. I can have home health care if/when I get sick. The apartments
share a beautiful wooded campus with a skilled nursing care facility. Both are managed by the East
Alabama Medical Center. The office telephone number is 334 826-7200.
The apartments are not far from where my children, Jamie and Barbara Pickard live. I can take a
shuttle bus to the Atlanta Airport and visit my grandson’s family who lives in Atlanta or take a plane
to visit family in California, Virginia, New York, North Carolina, and Colorado. Likewise, ti will be
easier for family to visit me in Auburn.
Above all, I am eager to spend mre time understanding and practicing centering prayer and Lectio
Divina. It is surprising how much time it takes to care for possessions, prepare meals, and fulfill
commitments. Having more time for spiritual growth is most important to me.
Two things precipitated making this decision right now. First, the apartment was the last one with
two bedrooms and two baths available. Secondly, the monthly rent is half of what I would pay in
Montgomery. With two bedrooms and two baths I can comfortably have family members and friends
stay with me overnight.
Needless to say I am already suffering the pains of leaving friends and the meaningful work that gets
me up every morning. I take comfort in the fact that I can still drive to Montgomery whenever I get
homesick. And I can see you at meetins of the Historical Society, at the AWFC annual sessions, and at
meetings of the Commission on Archives and History when invited. Please drop by to see me
whenever you are in Auburn. My address will be Oak Park Terrace, Apartment 201, 1365 Gatewood
Drive, Auburn, AL 36830. My cell phone is 334-717-8057. My email is mamary.pickard@gmail.com.
Making this decision is very painful in so many ways. I cannot predict the consequences and will
appreciate your prayers and suggestions in dealing with whatever happens.
Love,
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Mary Ann

Mary Ann Martin Pickard
Archivist Emerita of the Methodist Archives Center
Alabama West Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church.

Mary Ann is the daughter of Lucy Neal Dillard (b.1897) and James Henry Martin (b.1897). She says that it is
interesting that both of her parents' fathers, Zach B. Dillard and James Andrew Martin, were orphans, their fathers
having been killed during the Civil War and both of their mothers had died.
After several moves during her early childhood, Mary Ann’s parents settled
in Decatur, Georgia in 1932. She attended elementary and high school
there, graduating in 1943. She then enrolled at Agnes Scott College from
which she graduated in 1947, earning a Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree with a
Major in History.
Mary Ann and William Marshall Pickard, Jr., a United Methodist clergyman
and member of the Alabama-West Florida Conference, were married on
June 25, 1946. He had begun his ministry in 1945 and he and Mary Ann
served three Alabama-West Florida Conference churches, Centreville, Brundidge, and Thomasville, before going to the Philippines as missionaries in 1954.

Methodist Archives Center
at Houghton Memorial Library

From 1954 to 1970, Dr. and Mrs. Pickard served as missionaries in the Phillippines where he was also Senior
Minister of Knox Memorial Methodist Church in Manila. They returned to the States to stay in 1970.
From 1971-1987 Dr. Pickard was a professor in the Religion and Philosophy Department at Huntingdon College in
Montgomery, Alabama, and also served a nearby small rural church (Woodland United Methodist Church) in Cecil,
Alabama, part time.
Rev. Bill Pickard died on February 14, 2002 in Montgomery, Alabama, at the age of 81.
Mary Ann and Bill Pickard had five children: Mary Susan (Mrs. Lorenzo Zialcita), b. 1948; Henry Martin, b. 1951;
William Marshall III, b. 1953; Jamie Earl, b. 1956; and Paul Wesley, b. 1961. All but one are married, giving them
nine grandchildren and one great grandchild.
A central depository for the archival and historical records of the Alabama-West Florida Conference was
established in 1976 beginning with the records collected and preserved by the Reverend Franklin S. Moseley,
Historian of the Alabama-West Florida Conference from 1959 until his
death in 1976. The records were transferred from Rev. Moseley’s
retirement home in Eutaw, Alabama, to the Huntingdon College Library.
Under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Glenn R. Massengale, a minister in the
conference and then director of the Huntingdon College Library, an
agreement was worked out whereby the college furnished the space and
the Conference the funding for the administration of the depository.
Dr. Massengale was named Conference Archivist/Historian, and Mary Ann
was employed to assist him. In 1984, upon Dr. Massengale’s retirement,
she was named Archivist and administrator of the depository.
She
continued in this position for 24 additional years.
Mary Ann’s retirement on July 1, 2008 as Conference Archivist was announced at the 2008 Alabama-West Florida
Annual Conference, and Sharon Tucker (Mrs. Frank Allen, Jr.) was named Conference Archivist and was introduced
at that session. Mary Ann has continued to serve the Archives Center part-time and to provide the AWF
Commission on Archives and History (COAH) and the AWF Historical Society with the benefits of her knowledge and
experience.
She celebrated her 91st birthday in May 2017.
As her letter on the previous page tells us, she’s decided to move on to the next chapter of her life near her family
in Auburn, Alabama. We will miss seeing her as often as before, but will enjoy being with her at future COAH and
Historical Society gatherings.
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The Commission on Archives and History (COAH)
and the AWF Historical Society
at the 2017 Annual Conference
The COAH and the Historical Society display,
the table, with the yellow covering, was set
up by Sharon Tucker, Archivist; and the
Beach Bound History Hounds display, the
table, with the blue covering, was set up by
Rev. Ed Shirley, Conference Historian and
Historical Society Vice President, and his
wife, Sharon Shirley. Our displays were
located in a different area this year instead
of being next to the Frazer UMC snack bar as
we had been for the past several years.
Despite this, many visitors were attracted by
the colorful beach ball cross which was
highly visible from a distance.

The Commission on Archives and History normally
presents The Local Church Heritage Award each year at
Annual Conference to the church most diligent in
preserving its heritage during the previous calendar year.
The Heritage Award was not awarded this year because
there were no applications submitted for it. However,
Archivist Sharon Tucker noted that at least two churches
were planning significant heritage efforts during 2017
and could be eligible for the heritage award that will be
presented at Annual Conference in June 2018.

One of the main activities of the COAH each year is
participation in the planning and execution of the annual
Service of Remembrance and Holy Communion and
hosting the Memorial Luncheon which follows that
service to honor the families of the AWF clergy and
clergy spouses who have died since the last Annual
Conference. Guests at the luncheon this year included
Bishop and Mrs. Graves and members of the Bishop’s
Cabinet. Members of the COAH personally served the
guests.
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Information and Events of Historical Society Interest
Executive Committee
and Officers of the AWFC-HS

AWFC Historical Society
Contact Information

Jim Young, President
Rev. Ed Shirley, Vice President
Sharon Tucker, Recording Secretary
Mary Ann Pickard, Financial & Membership Secretary
Carolyn Coker, Member at Large
Craig Reynolds, Member at Large
Joyce Stimak, Member at Large
Myrtice Carr, Previous Past President

Sharon Tucker, Archivist
Mary Ann Pickard, Administrative Assistant
Methodist Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36106
Telephone: 334-833-4413
FAX: 334-263-4465
E-mail: archives@huntingdon.edu

The Historical Society Website

Also
James Young, President
1014 Aspen Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
Telephone: 850 862-8642
E-mail: youngjmy@cox.net

http://www.awfhistory.com/
Please visit the website for the AWF Conference’s
Historical Society. This website was created so that we
may be more accessible to everyone with information
and offer an avenue of interaction concerning our shared
interest in Methodist history. Please browse through the
pages to learn more about early Methodism in America,
Alabama, and West Florida. We will be adding more to
our internet files through the efforts of volunteers (we
invite you to be one), members of the Historical Society
(you can become one), and our conference archivists (we
have some good ones). We regularly plan events where
we enrich our knowledge of history, enjoy fellowship, and
actually visit a historic location.

Contents of this Summer 2017 Issue
The Death of a Church................................................. 1
AWFC Church Closings 2013-2017 ............................... 2
One Church Died and Another Was Born .................... 3
The Heart – New Church Start – Mobile AL ................. 5
Dixon’s Mills UMC ....................................................... 6
Campground UMC – Celebrating 200 Years ................. 7
Brewersville UMC, Sumter County, AL ........................ 8
The Centenary Institute, Summerfield, AL ................... 9
Summerfield Methodist Church .................................. 10
Letter from Mary Ann Pickard ..................................... 11
Mary Ann Pickard, Archivist Emerita ........................... 12
COAH & Historical Society at Annual Conference ........ 13
AWF Historical Society Information............................. 14
AWF Historical Society Annual Meeting ..................... 15
AWF Historical Society Membership Application ....... 16

We’re Also on Facebook!
Follow us on Facebook. Enter “AWF Historical Society” in
the search box at the top of your Facebook page.
“Like” us – Follow us! Participate with comments and
photos. Invite your friends.

The AWFC Historical Society
Newsletter

AWFC Historical Society
Annual Meeting
September 21, 2017

The newsletter is published quarterly and all comments
and suggestions are welcome.
If you would like to submit an article or a notice or an
announcement for publication in the AWFC Historical
Society Newsletter, please contact the editor, Jim Young,
at youngjmy@cox.net or by phone at 850 862-8642.

Mark your calendar now and
register for the 2017 Annual
Meeting of the AWFC Historical
Society in Pensacola, Florida on
September 21, 2017!

Website for the Commission on
Archives and History

Pensacola First United Methodist Church, the oldest
Methodist Church in Florida, will be our host.

A website for the COAH has been created and it includes
all of the digitized AWF Annual Conference Journals from
1879 -2016!. It is located at:
http://methodistarchives.com/

Please check out the brochure on the next page.

14

15

Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical Society
Membership Application
Membership is from Annual Conference to Annual Conference
When you join between annual conferences your membership is valid through the remainder of
the current conference year plus between the time of the next two annual conferences.

Please provide the following information for an individual membership or for a church.
Check the type of membership that this application is for:
_____Person

_____Church

Name:________________________________________________________________
(If for an individual, please write the name of your church here:
_____________________________________________________________________)
Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________State:________________Zip:___________
SELECT MEMBERSHIP TYPE
_____ Annual Membership $15
_____Student Membership $8
_____Donation to Society
Total Amount Enclosed: $_______.____
Make checks payable to AWFC; In Memo/For section, write “AWFC Historical Society”
Send this Membership Application to:
Methodist Archives Center
1500 E. Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36106
Are you the historian for your church? _____Yes

_____No

Are you interested in being a member of the Commission on Archives and History
(COAH)? _____Yes _____No _____Need more information

16

