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by Catherine Cousins and Drew Granthum, March 3, 2011 and June 8, 2012

According to church records, a Methodist society has
existed in Clanton since the early 1870s, originally
meeting in a local schoolhouse on Second Avenue. In
1873, the church paid $1 to purchase the land on
which the current building now stands, temporarily
meeting in a tent on the property until a permanent
structure could be built. Each stained-glass window
holds a plaque engraved with the name or names of
those who donated the funding for each one.

Two pot-bellied stoves provided heat during the
winter months, and a pedal organ gave music for the
services., Parrish writes that summer revival services
with singing and dinner on the grounds were held on
property belonging to the church located several
miles outside of town on Enterprise Road. “Hell-fire
and brimstone” sermons lasting two or more hours
were delivered by visiting preachers, and services
often lasted an entire weekend.

The small, white, one-story frame building was used
until 1887, when growth prompted the building of a
second structure. The simple church in which the
Methodists had worshipped for four years was
purchased and moved to a different location,
clearing the property for the building of a larger
church.

It was in the early 1920s that the church, led by the
Rev. C.C. Wilkerson, decided to demolish its building
and erect the ornate church that now stands on the
property. Going from a simple one-room church to a
large brick structure built in the classical revival style
was no small undertaking, and it was expensive.
Architect W.S. Smith was hired to design the
impressive new church envisioned by the
congregation and its pastor. In her notes, Parrish
writes about the fundraising efforts, which were not
without controversy. The well-known Evangelist Bob
Jones was brought to town for a three-day series of
sermons designed to raise pledges. For these three
days he was paid $300, an amount thought by many
to be extremely large for such a short series of
preaching.

Dedicated in May 1888, this larger building, still one
story, boasted a steeple and bell tower. According to
a compilation of the church’s history written by the
late Helen Parrish, who served as church secretary
for many years, the bell housed in the tower
produced “the clearest, sweetest sound ever heard
in Clanton,” and the children of the church took
great delight in helping the pastor ring the bell each
Sunday morning.
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However, his fiery messages paid off. At the end of
the three days, the people had pledged $50,000
toward the building of the new church. An additional
$13,500 was borrowed from the bank, and the work
was underway. Additional funding was provided
through bake sales, ice cream socials and barbecues.

heart; and Jesus praying in the Garden of
Gethsemane. The small, half-round windows at each
corner of the sanctuary are likened to the All-Seeing
Eye of God.
The pipe organ in the church was installed a few
years after completion of the sanctuary building.
Purchased from the M.P. Moller company it is
designated as Opus 4518. Originally, the organ had
two "manuals" (keyboard levels) and 32 registers but
the original console was replaced by another console
with three ranks. At the time the console was
replaced it was relocated from directly in front of the
pipes over to one side.

When the old church was torn down, its cherished
bell was donated to the A.M.E. church of West End.
Church members, now without a building in which to
meet, gathered for services in the courthouse during
the construction of their new church.
Neighborhood children provided a sentimental
gesture, each bringing a jar of mementos, the
contents of which were spread on the ground of the
basement floor just before the concrete was poured.

Belle Malmede, a church member and the wife of an
accomplished artist, envisioned something more for
the sanctuary, additional works of art that would
also lend themselves as aids of worship in the new
church. In 1923 and 1926, her husband, artist C.V.
Malmede, painted the two trompe l’oeil murals,
which grace either side of the altar. The only
expense incurred by the church for this detailed
work was Malmede’s room and board at a local
hotel.
The painting to the right of the altar is of Jesus with
Mary Magdalene after his resurrection. On the left,
he is talking with the woman at the well. Each scene
appears to be surrounded by an ornately gilded
frame.

The Methodists saw their new church completed in
1923. Built in a classical revival style, it had
handsome white columns and intricately designed
stained glass windows. It housed 11 Sunday School
rooms, a study for the pastor, and a large fellowship
hall complete with a kitchen and sanctuary that
could seat 500 people.

In 2011, then Pastor Larry Anderson said that the
reason for the church’s growth is, “because we offer
ministries that meet the needs of the 21st century –
practical needs for the lives of people today.” In
addition to the “vital traditional service (which is)
held in a beautiful building,” the church also offers a
contemporary service and a Hispanic service as well
as short courses and care groups.

The congregation must have stood in awe when first
viewing the interior of their new church given the
simplicity of their previous building. The dark-stained
wooden prayer rail and its richly detailed white
plaster ceiling, enhance the impressive leaded
stained-glass windows adorning the sanctuary.
Each window is designed to reflect a different
biblical scene. It is believed they were made locally.
Each window holds a plaque engraved with the
name or names of those who donated it. They
contain various depictions of the life of Christ.
Among them, the 12 year-old Jesus in the temple
courts; the Good Shepherd; Jesus knocking on a
door, symbolic of Christ knocking at the door of our

While the main sanctuary building was completed in
1923, the attached Education building was not
2

added until forty years later, completed in 1963. This
education building included rooms for Sunday School
classes as well as an elevator to allow access to the
upper floors more easily by elderly and disabled
persons. The most recent addition to the church
was a large Activity Building, completed in 2002. This
building includes a gymnasium in which the
contemporary worship service is held, and a
fellowship hall, study rooms and a full kitchen.

Clanton, Alabama
Clanton is located southeast of the center of Chilton
County, Alabama, 37 miles northwest of
Montgomery. Named in honor of General James H.
Clanton, it was founded by Alfred Baker in 1868
when Chilton County was formed .

One of the signs of a true work of art is if it can stand
the test of time. Years can pass, yet the art itself still
gathers attention as the decades roll by. Such is the
case with the murals. As is the case with all art, the
murals accumulated dust and age, dimming their
pictures. So much so, that in 2011 the Board of
Trustees decided that restoration was a must.

Immigrants played a
part in starting the
county's peach
industry more than a
century ago. Today,
the peach industry is
the number one
industry in Chilton
County, bringing
fame to the county
and millions of dollars
to the local economy.
The city of Clanton
constructed a water tower in the form of a peach in
1993, becoming a landmark for travelers along
Interstate 65.

The church contacted the Atlanta Art Conservation
Center about restoring the murals. Larry Shutts from
the Center was commissioned to restore the murals.
Crews from the Center took down the mural for
cleaning and for placing facing materials on the front
and back of each. They were then returned to the
church where the walls behind them had been
cleaned and prepped. The results were remarkable.
Once in place, the murals were dedicated on the
Easter weekend of 2012. All the funds for the
restoration were given through donations and
memorials.
One church member especially appreciated the
restoration.
Mary Chism, who turned 99 in
November 2012, had watched C.V. Malmede paint
the original murals as a girl. She said that she got to
sit on the scaffold and watch him.

The current pastors of Clanton FUMC are Meghan
Kelley, Wesley Kelley, and German Gomez. The
church is located at 207 8th Street North, Clanton,
Alabama.

Map of Alabama showing the location of Chilton
County. Clanton FUMC is located in the north
central part of the Alabama-West Florida
Conference.
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A Short History

the church was the decision to be self-supporting;
that we no longer needed help from the Conference
to survive as a church.”

St. Andrew
United Methodist Church
Panama City, Florida

In 1953 the present site of the church was purchased
and under the guidance of the Official Board and the
Building Committee. Construction was begun and
was completed in the Spring of 1955.

The first church building for St. Andrew United
Methodist Church was established on the corner of
Chestnut Avenue and 11th Street in 1886 as a
Methodist Episcopal Church with the Rev. W. M.
Croman as the first pastor.

The first service in the new sanctuary was held on
March 20, 1955. Within a short time the
congregation found it needed yet more space to
accommodate a growing membership. The church
began work on an Educational Building to be built in
several stages. The first portion of this, a two-story
wing containing a Social Hall and several classrooms,
was completed in 1958.

The church flourished until 1928 when the site was
discontinued at a preaching place. For several years
Miss Jennie Smith, a former deaconess, kept the
church alive with a Sunday School and a midweek
prayer service. The Salvation Army also used the
building some.

SAUMC celebrated its centennial in 1986 when Dr.
Charles Hayes was our pastor. We celebrated our
60th Anniversary in this building in April of 2015,
with Rev. Amy Persons Parkes as pastor.

In 1939, the year of unification of Methodism, the
church was revitalized by the appointment of Rev. A.
M. Shirah as pastor. During the next ten years many
advancements were made under the pastorates of
seven dedicated men. Methodist ministers were
kept moving in those days.

St. Andrew UMC,
Panama City,
Bay County, Florida

In 1950, Rev. Edmond O. Bradley became the pastor
and again the church moved forward. These years
were best described in reports of 1951- ? of Rev.
Bradley. He stated, “The most meaningful event to
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Religion of the Heart: John Wesley and the Legacy of Methodism in America is an exhibition curated
by Brandon Wason, PhD. The exhibition explores the rise of Methodism with John Wesley and looks
at the establishment and history of Methodism in America. It will be available through March 9,
2018 at the Pitts Theological Library at Emory University, 1531 Dickey Dr #560, Atlanta, GA 30322.
The phone number is (404) 727-4166.
John Wesley (1703-1791), the founder of the
Methodist movement, never intended to start his
own denomination, but that is exactly what
happened in 1784 when the Methodist Episcopal
Church was established in the United States.
Although Wesley himself would remain a member of
the Church of England for his entire life, the
foundation of a new church in the nascent United
States was necessary to keep the Methodist
movement there alive.
The Sunday Service of the Methodists
in North America

Religion of the Heart: John Wesley and the Methodist
Legacy in America draws upon the Pitts Theology
Library's extensive Wesleyana holdings. The
exhibition looks at two aspects of the Methodist
story: (1) its rise and development in England and (2)
its establishment and history in the United States.
The exhibition explores issues related to church
government, race, slavery, and gender as they relate
to the United Methodist Church and its preceding
denominations. As the United Methodist Church
celebrates its fiftieth anniversary in 2018, this
exhibition provides a context not only for looking
back at the previous fifty years, but to three
centuries’ worth of history that contributed to what
the church is today.

John Wesley preaching to the Native American Indians

All are invited to view the exhibition any time that
the library is open. The library also offers free
exhibition tours.

Just a few of the hundreds of exhibits
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2017 Annual Meeting

Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical Society
September 21, 2017
First United Methodist Church, Pensacola, Florida

There were approximately twenty members present
for the 2017 Annual Meeting of the AWFC-HS. The
meeting was held at the First United Methodist
Church of Pensacola, Florida. A registration and
gathering time was held in the Perry Home/Wesley
Abbey. Delicious morning refreshments were served
by the host church.

The meeting was adjourned with a recommendation
to attend the 2018 Annual Meeting. That meeting
will be held on the third Thursday of September in
2018 at the First United Methodist Church of
Clanton, Alabama. It will be held in conjunction with
the Gee’s Bend Quilt Foundation and the Celebration
of the 199th Anniversary of the State of Alabama.

The meeting opened with a Welcome and a prayer
by Rev. Brandon Bures. Rev. Bures is the Associate
Pastor at Pensacola First. He introduced Jeb Hunt,
who is the Creative Director at the church. Jeb led
the program with beautiful music and the singing of
songs.

The First United Methodist Church, Pensacola, FL
dates back to 1821, when a mission was established
by the Mississippi Conference and the Reverend
Alexander Talley was appointed as missionary to
Pensacola. At that time, the areas that later
became the states of Mississippi and Alabama as
well as the area now known as northwest Florida
were all part of the Mississippi Territory. The
mission began by holding meetings in the
courthouse and the old theater of Pensacola.

WFC-HS President, Jim Young then introduced the
members of the Executive Committee who were
present. They were Joyce Stimak, Carolyn Coker,
Craig Reynolds, the Conference Historian, Rev. Ed
Shirley, and the Conference Archivist, Sharon Tucker.
Each of the members agreed to continue to serve on
the Board and a meeting time will be set in the near
future by the president. It will be held at The
Methodist Archives Center on the Huntingdon
College Campus in Montgomery, Alabama. No other
volunteers were named to the Board.

In 1827, a lot was purchased on the north-east
corner of Intendencia and Tarragona Streets and a
church was built. The first services were held on
June 2, 1828.
The years of 1870 – 1880 were crucial years for the
church, which suffered two fires, in which the
church was completely destroyed, and there was an
epidemic of yellow fever.

A wonderful and informative history of the
Pensacola First United Methodist Church was
presented by their historian, Jeanne Tew. Pensacola
First UMC is known as “Florida’s First Methodist
Church”.
After a short break, everyone took a tour of the
church’s main sanctuary and other facilities. It is a
beautiful sanctuary with many interesting stained
glass windows.
Lunch was served in The Wright Place. It was a
delicious luncheon and the continuous discussions
concerning the many aspects of the church’s
outreach ministries were very interesting.
After lunch, the meeting reconvened in the Wesley
Abbey. Glenda Pace, an Archivist for the First United
Methodist Church and Local Genealogist gave a talk
concerning the “Street Names in Old Pensacola”. It
was very interesting to see how the history of the
city led to the naming of the streets.
Pensacola FUMC
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Alabama-West Florida Conference
Historical Society

Executive Board Meeting – November 16, 2017
by SharonTucker, AWFC Historical Society Secretary

The Executive Board of the Alabama West Florida
Conference – Historical Society met on November
16, 2017 at the Methodist Archives Center,
Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama. In
attendance were: Jim Young, Joyce Stimak, Carolyn
Coker, Sharon Tucker, Ed Shirley, and Blake Denton.
Introductions were made to Blake Denton the new
Archives Assistant.

A slate of officers for the AWFC-HS 2017-2018 year
was presented. The presented officers were as
follows: President – James Young; Vice-President –
Ed Shirley; Secretary/Treasurer – Sharon Tucker. A
motion was made by Carolyn Coker and seconded by
Joyce Stimak to accept the slate. The motion carried.
A brief report on the 2017 Meeting was given by Jim
Young. A discussion followed on how to increase
attendance. It was decided that next year more
emphases would be placed on getting the older
adult groups in the conference and the members of
the hosting church to attend.
This discussion led into the 2018 AWFC-HS Meeting
dialogue. It will be hosted by the Camden UMC with
the title being “Learn About Hearn”. Rev. Ebenezer
Hearn , The Father of Methodism in Alabama, is
buried in the Camden UMC Cemetery. Lunch will be
served at the Gaines Ridge Dinner Club – which
happens to be the home of Rev. Ebenezer Hearn
built in 1837.
If you are not familiar with Ebenezer Hearn mark this
date – third Thursday in September 2018 – on your
calendar. You will be in for a treat!

L-R: Jim Young, Rev. Ed Shirley, Blake Denton, Joyce Stimak,
Sharon Tucker

Our newsletter was reviewed. President Jim Young
asked for suggestions for upcoming editions. We felt
the name “Newsletter” no longer fit the publication.
Therefore, it will be known from now on as the
“Circuit Writer” as published by AWFC-HS Quarterly
News. If others have suggestions, please contact Jim
or possibly invite him to your church so he can learn
about its history and include it in our next quarterly
post.

Jim Young gave a brief welcome. Rev. Ed Shirley
opened with a prayer. Compliments were given by
the president to those responsible for the COAH and
Historical Society websites and Facebook pages.
Sharon Tucker read the minutes from the previous
meeting which was held at the First UMC of
Pensacola, Florida in September. They were
approved as read.
The Treasurer’s report was examined by the
members present. A discussion followed as to how
“Income” is provided to the society and how
“Expenditures” were listed and what they specifically
involved. The final balance ending for Period 10
(October 31, 2017) is $4,026.61.

The area (table) provided at Annual Conference for
the AWFC-HS brought about a new request. In the
past one table has been provided for both the COAH
and the AWFC-HS. The AWFC-HS would like its own
area this year so the meeting “Learn About Hearn”
could be advertised. Rev. Ed Shirley will be in charge
of this site. The COAH will request a table adjacent
to this site.

After a short discussion, a motion was made by
Joyce Stimak and seconded by Ed Shirley to combine
the office of Secretary and Treasurer. This was due
to the fact that both needed to be associated with
the Methodist Archives Center. The motion carried.

There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned with a prayer by Jim Young. Those
present enjoyed lunch at the Huntingdon College
Dining Hall.
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Learn About Hearn

The 2018 Annual Meeting
The 2018 Annual Meeting of the Alabama-West Florida Historical
Society will be hosted on September 20, 2018, in Camden,
Alabama, by the Camden United Methodist Church with the
theme, “Learn About Hearn”.
Rev. Ebenezer Hearn is called the “Father of Methodism in
Alabama” and he is buried in the Camden cemetery.
Camden UMC

The early historian of Alabama Methodism, Rev. Anson West, wrote: “In April, 1818, the Rev. Thomas Logan
Douglass, the presiding elder of the Nashville District, of the Tennessee Conference, removed the Rev. Ebenezer
Hearn from the Flint Circuit, to which he had been assigned for that year, and sent him forth to preach and
organize Societies in that part of Alabama so recently taken from the Creek Indians by the treaty of
capitulation made by them with the United States. Ditto's Landing was the lowest point of the Flint Circuit, and
from this point Brother Hearn set out for his new field. “
Our lunch will be served in the Gaines Ridge Dinner Club. Betty Kennedy, the owner of the club, describes it
this way: “Built in 1827, the club was originally called the Hearn Place. Its first owner, Ebenezer Hearn, was a
soldier in the War of 1812 and a Methodist circuit rider. My greatgrandfather purchased the house in 1898, and it has been in our
family ever since. He put a lot of work into it. The house has changed
in appearance from when we first moved out here. My father was an
engineer, and he changed the front. Originally, there was a little
stoop of a porch in the front, it was just an old farmhouse with a onestory porch. Somebody gave him some columns, so he put them up.
The kitchen that we use is the original kitchen. At one time, it was
detached from the house but my father jacked it up and put logs
under it and rolled it over and joined it to the house. A lot of old
houses were like that. They had a breeze-way connecting the kitchen
because of fire and heat.”
Gaines Ridge Dinner Club

We will have much more about Rev. Ebenezer Hearn, Camden, Camden UMC and the Annual Meeting in the
spring and summer issues of The Circuit Writer. In the meantime, please mark your calendars and reserve the
20th of September!
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Groundbreaking Held
To Rebuild Tornado-Ravaged
114 Year-Old Church
Century United Methodist Church, Century, Florida
Extracted from NorthEscambia.com

For over 114 years, the sanctuary helped to provide
comfort and inspiration to Century residents with
weekly services, as well as special occasions such as
baptisms, weddings, and funerals.

A groundbreaking was held Sunday morning, January
21, 2018, for the reconstruction of the historic
Century United Methodist Church, which was
damaged beyond repair in the February 15, 2016,
EF-3 tornado in Century, Florida.

Time took its toll on the familiar old building, along
with a fire and hurricanes. The February 15, 2016,
tornado that struck Century dealt a blow from which
the building could not be recovered, but many
architectural details were salvaged before the
structure had to be dismantled.

The church as it
looked after the
tornado.

Pensacola architect Carter Quina designed the new
church to look much like the old building. It will
include the windows, pews, light fixtures, woodwork
and more salvaged from the old church.

“Our last service was held on this site on Valentine’s
Day 2016. The next day, the tornado came and
knocked (the
building) off our
foundation. Twenty
months ago today the
bell was removed
from the bell tower.
On July 8, the sanctuary walls came
down,” Rev. Janet Lee
said Sunday morning.
“But we returned to
this site not to talk
about the old church,
but to look forward to
the future.”

The architect’s design for the new church

Work on the Church Street site is expected to begin
shortly and should be completed in about 10
months. “We hope to be in the new building by
Christmas,” Lay Leader J.R. Jones said.
Church members have continued to meet since the
tornado, operating out of their Annex Building across
the street.

Map of Florida
showing the
location of
Century UMC

Rev. Lee

The Century United Methodist Church was built in
1902, just after the town of Century was established
by The Alger-Sullivan Lumber Company. It was
constructed of virgin long leaf pine, with interior
detail and finish that created a reverent place for
worship.
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First United Methodist Church
Port St. Joe, Florida
First United Methodist Church of Port St. Joe began in 1912 as a Sunday School Class which met in the tworoom schoolhouse. Asbury Morgan Jones, the first Sunday School Superintendent, organized it with a
membership of 75. Later that year with the leadership of Sally Costin and Annie Stone, the Sunday School Class
became a church with the Rev. Charles Middlebrooks serving as the first pastor. The new church met in the
historic Port Inn until they erected a wooden church on the corner of 7th Street and Long Ave. .

The current sanctuary situated between the palms and the pines on St. Joseph Bay was completed in 1950. It
is still is one of the most prominent landmarks in Gulf County with its American Colonial design and grand
Greek-revival columns and cornices.
But the just like the history of the city of Port St. Joe
founded in 1913 begins with the city of Old St.
Joseph founded in 1829, our congregation’s history
dates back to that period. St. Joseph was famous for
being a rowdy frontier town, visitors even called it a
“sin city,” yet Methodist missionaries were able to
plant a church. The date it was founded is uncertain
because most of the documents disappeared with
the historic city. The city was once the largest city in
Florida with somewhere between 6,000 and 10,000
residents.

its most prominent citizens. Three mass graves were
made to bury the victims. The plague claimed the
lives of two of our Methodist pastors. In September
of that year a devastating hurricane came ashore
destroying virtually every building in town with a sixfoot wall of water.
One writer upon viewing the ruins of the old city
stated, “St. Joseph in ruins is more dear to my heart
than any spot of more worldly grandeur so peaceful,
so healthful, it seemed as if its very repose led me
nearer to my God, so free from conventionalities and
restraints. This region is one that has been gloriously
stamped by God. The pristine beaches and clear
waters of Gulf County draw people from all over the
country to call this coastal paradise home. Today this
church with such a rich history has an even brighter
future. With a new outdoor service at 9:00 AM
“under the sails” overlooking the bay and many
activities for children and youth, this historic church
is exploding with new life and still making history.
Port St. Joe is a place and First United Methodist
Church is a people “stamped by the Finger of God.”

The most important moment in Old St. Joseph was
when the city was chosen in 1838 to hold the state’s
first Constitution Convention. The Methodist Church
played its important role as one of its pastors, the
Rev. Peter William Gautier, was chosen as chaplain
for that important meeting that produced Florida’s
first constitution. In fact, many of the meetings of
that congress were held at the Methodist Church.
In 1839, one of our early pastors, the Reverend Peter
Haskew, went on horseback to Apalachicola to found
the First United Methodist Church of Apalachicola in
Dr. Gorrie’s Mansion House Hotel (where Air
Conditioning was invented). In 1841, the Yellow
Plague decimated St. Joseph. It is estimated that
nearly 75% of the inhabitants died including many of

Port St. Joe FUMC is in the Marianna-Panama
City District. It is the southernmost church in
the AWF Conference, on the Gulf of Mexico.
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History of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South
of Greensboro, Alabama
Originally Published in 1908

The earliest records of this church were lost, and
have never been in the possession of the present
generation, nor that of the one this generation
succeeds. This fact is borne out by the following
statement taken from the minutes of the Quarterly
Conference held on the 25th of April, 1835:
“A. B. Sawyer, John DuBois and S. G. Field were
appointed a committee to Search for and arrange the
records of the church, and have them recorded.”
Evidently, these gentlemen failed to find the records,
for there is no further mention of the matter in any of
the succeeding minutes kept by the church officials.
However, it is known that as early as the year 1822
there was a Methodist church in Greensboro. It stood
where the negro Methodists now have their brick
church in the rear of the Dr. Ward homestead. One
among the first Methodist ministers to preach in
Greensboro was the Rev. Mr. Hawkins.
Sometime between the years 1822 and 1833,
Greensboro was made a station. The records from
which this history is compiled begin with the latter
year, and at that time Rev. Mr. Hearn was presiding
elder of the Greensboro district, and Rev. Robert L.
Kenon was preacher in charge at this place. The
stewards were: Robert Dickens and Franklin Shaw.
The Revs. Hearn and Kenon were succeeded in 1835

by Rev. E. V. LeVert, presiding elder, and Rev. S. B.
Sawyer, preacher in charge.
At a meeting of the Quarterly Conference held March
11th, 1837, a committee, composed of Robert
Dickens, Thomas Johnston, and Andrew Walker, was
appointed to take under consideration the necessity
and expediency of building a parsonage for the
station. At the next meeting of the Quarterly
Conference, held June 10th, 1837, this committee
reported, and recommended that a parsonage be
purchased as soon as possible, and asked the
Conference to allow them to open a subscription for
the purpose—subscriptions to be made payable the
following January.
The report was received, and the committee was
urged to press the matter, but pending the purchase
of a suitable building, Dr. William Jones offered the
church the use of a house that stood just west of the
present Madison Jones lot, which offer was accepted,
and for some years the Methodist ministers resided
there. The house was torn down ten or a dozen years
ago.
Finally the Methodists decided to own their
parsonage, and purchased the (then) Randolph lot,—
the same now owned and occupied by Thomas
Johnson—and this was used as a parsonage until the
11

year 1866, when it was sold, and with the proceeds
the lot upon which the present parsonage stands was
purchased, and again for nine years the Methodists
were without a home for the preacher, for it was not
until 1875 that the present parsonage was erected.
But really no home for the minister was needed, for
the church was supplied, with one or two exceptions,
for nearly twenty years, with a professor from the
Southern University, by the annual conferences. But
in 1886 this method was changed, and a preacher
was sent who was to devote his entire time to the
charge.
Building a church in Greensboro
At the meeting of the Quarterly Conference in June,
1837, Thomas M. Johnston and Joel Reynolds were
appointed stewards, in place of Greene B. Williams,
deceased, and Stephen G. Field, removed. At this
same meeting (June 10, 1837) the stewards were
appointed a building committee to “build a new
Methodist church in the town of Greensboro,
Alabama,” “and it is recommended,” said the
conference, “that the house be built at once.”
It was decided to remove from the place where the
church had been located for some years, and the old
lot and edifice standing thereon were disposed of to
the negroes, and in 1837 the lot at the intersection of
Main and Tuscaloosa streets (where the church now
stands) was purchased from Matthew Hobson for the
sum of $1,000.00.
On March 16, 1839, the Quarterly Conference
appointed a committee to superintend the building
of the new church, said committee consisting of Dr.
William Jones, Dr. Thomas Cottrell, Thomas M.
Johnston, John M. Bates and Andrew Walker. The
contractor was Robert Dickens.
The work on the new building was pushed quite
rapidly for those days when the brick had to be made
and burned at home, and the timber had to be gotten
out by hand—for in a little more than a year after the
appointment of a committee to superintend the
building the church was dedicated—April 3, 1840.
Rev. E. V. LeVert preached the sermon, his text being:
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners.” At the time of the dedication, the
church had a membership of one hundred and
sixteen whites; the Sunday School had two
superintendents, nine teachers, and sixty pupils.
Indebtedness in 1846
Church matters seem not to have prospered with the
Methodists in a financial way during the next few
succeeding years, if the following from the minutes of
the Quarterly Conference, held February 2, 1846, is
to be taken as an indication:

“In view of the indebtedness of this Station, be it
Resolved, That it be returned to the Circuit; Provided,
That first the matter be brought before the whole
Society on next Sabbath, and that if they will come
forward and pay all arrearages and promise to
sustain the Station, it shall remain as such.”
On the following Sunday, the matter was brought
before the congregation, and the alternative of either
returning to the Circuit or paying up arrearages was
submitted to them, and they chose to liquidate the
indebtedness and remain as a Station.
Building torn down in 1907
The building that was torn away in June 1907, to
make room for the present handsome and
commodious structure, was practically the same as
the one erected 1839–40.
For several years the question of building a new
church was discussed by the membership, and finally,
the matter was definitely decided by its being
ascertained that the roof of the old building was in a
dangerous condition, and was liable to fall in. Nothing
was left for the Methodists to do but to either repair
the old structure at great cost, or to build a new one,
and at a meeting of the Quarterly Conference held on
January 29, 1907, it was decided to build a new
church, and the following building committee was
appointed: Dr. S. M. Hosmer, chairman, F. D. Gulley,
R. F. Monette, Wm. E. W. Yerby, Thomas Johnson,
Thomas E. Knight, L. J. Lawson, W. C. Christian and E.
A. Powers.
The contract was let to John A. Straiton, contractor,
for $17,984.91, and work on the present building was
begun on June 21, 1907, and finished in June 1908.
The above price does not include the interior
furnishings. These cost in the neighborhood of
$10,000—including windows, organ and heating.
While the church was building, services were held for
more than a year in the Greensboro Opera House,
which was kindly tendered the congregation free of
rent, by the owner, Mr. J. A. Blunt. The following is as
complete a list of the presiding elders and preachers
in charge who have served this district and station as
it was possible to obtain:
PRESIDING ELDERS–Rev. Mr. Hearn, 1833; E. V. LeVert,
1835-36; Francis H. Jones, 1838; E. V. LeVert, 1839–41;
Charles McCloud, 1842-45; Edmund Pearson, 1846-48; P.
P. Neely, 1849; Greenberry Garrett, 1850-51; T. J. Kager,
1852-55; J. W. Starr, 1856; J. J. Hutchinson, 1857-58; T. J.
Ramsey, 1859; Edward Wadsworth, 1860; J. W. Starr,
1861; C. C. Calloway, 1862–65; Abram Adams, 1866; J. L.
Cotton, 1867-68; A. H. Mitchell, 187179; S. H. Cox, 1880;
H. Urquhart, 1881–84; J. Bancroft, 1884-86; T. J. Mangum,
1886- O. R. Blue, J. R. Peavy, J. Bancroft, O. C. McGehee,
Jno. A. Peterson, W. P. Hurt, E. A. Dannelly—a total of 29.
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Preachers in Charge:
Robert L. Kenon, 1833; S. B. Sawyer, 1835; F. H. Jones,
1836; Claiburne Pirtle, 1837; E. V. LeVert, and C. Shannon,
ass’t preacher, 1838; James A. Boatright, 1839-40; W. W.
Bell, and W. W. Thomas, ass’t preacher, 1840–41; W.
Dorman, 1843; Thomas Capers, 1845; C. C. Gillespie, 1846;
T. P. Shelman, 1848; C. D. Oliver, 184950; A. H. Powell,
1851-52; J. J. Hutchinson, 1853; C. C. Calloway, 1854-55;
Edward Wadsworth, 1856–57; William Shapard, 1858-59;
T. J. Ramsey, 1860-61; J. A. Heard, 1862; R. K. Hargrove,
1863; T. T. Ramsey, 186465; T. O. Summers, 1866; J. C.
Wills, 1866; T. C. Weir, 1867-68; John S. Moore, 1869-71;
A. S. Andrews, 1872– 75; O. R. Blue, 1875; H. Urquhart,
1876; J. Lewis, Jr., 1877–80; F. M. Peterson, 1881–84; A. S.
Andrews, 1885; W. P. Dickinson, 1886-89; O. C. McGehee,
1889-92; J. O. Keener, 1893-4; A. S. Andrews, July 1894;
W. M. Cox, 1894-98; C. L. Chilton, 1898-1902; T. R.
McCarty, 1902; –03; E. L. Crawford, 1903–06; Henry
Trawick, 1907—a total Of 42
Excerpt from HISTORY OF GREENSBORO, ALABAMA From Its
Earliest Settlement by William Edward Wadsworth Yerby,
Montgomery, Alabama

Republished January 12, 2018 by Donna R Causey in Alabama
Pioneers

2018

Marks the
50th
Anniversary
of the
Creation of
the United
Methodist
Church
On April 23, 1968, the United Methodist Church was
created when the Evangelical United Brethren Church
(represented by Bishop Reuben H. Mueller) and The
Methodist Church (represented by Bishop Lloyd
Christ Wicke) joined hands at the constituting
General Conference in Dallas, Texas.
With the words, "Lord of the Church, we are united in
Thee, in Thy Church and now in The United
Methodist Church" the new denomination was given
birth by the two churches that had distinguished
histories and influential ministries in various parts of
the world.

Heritage Sunday, May 20, 2018

Greensboro UMC today
Greensboro is the county seat of Hale County, Alabama which is in
the Demopolis District in the northwest part of the Alabama-West
Florida Conference, Greensboro was incorporated as a town in
December 1823 as "Greensborough", named in honor of
Revolutionary War General Nathanael Green. The name was soon
simplified to "Greensboro".

Heritage Sunday is one of the special Sundays listed
in the Book of Discipline. It is set aside for
remembering our legacy as United Methodists. It is
an ideal time for local churches and Annual
Conference Commissions on Archives and History and
Historical Societies to develop programs and projects
reflecting the importance of history in congregational
formation and casting the future. In 2018, Heritage
Sunday falls on May 20th. The theme is "50 Years of
the United Methodist Church." Resources are being
developed by the General Commission on Archives
and History and will be posted online in early spring.
These resources are expected to include a short video
(three minutes or so) that can be shown in each
United Methodist Church.
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Growing Up In A Church
Mary Kidd Holt
Although Amory FUMC is not in the Alabama-West
Florida Conference, it is only a few miles from our
western border and this story could have been
written about many of our AWFC churches.

I remember growing up, going to the First Methodist
Church of Amory, Mississippi. This was, and still is,
one of the most beautiful churches anywhere. The
painting of the Last Supper overhead at the top of the
ceiling, over the pulpit. Below, the choir with all the
fine singers in matching robes, and the colors in the
inside were dark red, when I was growing up. But the

last time I was there they were blue. And everything
in there was kept clean and fresh, like new. Fresh
flowers always in front of the pulpit placed by
different families. The balcony was stretched across
the back top of the church. The windows were
stained glass, beautiful pictures and the colors so
vibrant.
This would have been back in the late 1940s to
1950s, some of the first part of the 1960s. I'm glad
my mother made sure we were up, dressed in our
Sunday best and took us there, and on time, for
Sunday school and then the preaching. I also do
remember christenings, singings, baptizing, weddings
and funerals there.
When I was little I remember Bible School and trips to
two different church camps. There were always
Easter egg hunts, and Christmas doings and singings.
Christmas caroling with our Sunday School classes,
for the old people and shut-ins or really anyone that
wanted to hear us. They always loved our singing and
always thanked us over and over. Some gave us
cookies and hot chocolate and some gave popcorn
balls or whatever they had to help chase the cold

away and thanked us. But we would’ve done it for
nothing and did. We just liked doing it even if it was
so cold at times. Our mothers always dressed us up
with hats or scarves and gloves to keep us as warm as
they could. I remember wearing blue jeans under our
dresses.
I don't know how Mother did it but when we got
home from church she always had a wonderful
Sunday meal cooked and ready. I remember
sometimes she did the rolls and gravy after we got
there. We had fried chicken a lot; she must have
gotten up early and fried it. With English peas,
creamed potatoes and corn. Other times we had a
roast with the potatoes, carrots and onions all
cooked together, and maybe green beans or peas on
the side, always cold tea with lemon and mint in the
right season that she grew in the back yard. Then we
had something sweet after our meal. Cakes, pies,
cobblers -all homemade. I think Mother just knew
how to time it, so it would be ready right as soon as
we got home. We only lived a half a block from the
church. We always looked forward to a nice Sunday
meal. It was just part of Sundays. Then sometimes we
had church suppers and all the women brought
whatever they cooked, the best. It was always a feast
too. Wonderful fellowship and praying to go with the
good food.
Then sometimes a visiting preacher or missionary
would come home with us to eat, that was always
nice. I remember Doctor Huck as one of our
missionaries. I learned a lot from him. He was from
India and he told us about other beliefs in far away
countries and to stay away from them, for they were
NOT Christian.
When we were teens we did go to a lot of different
kinds of churches - that was one way we had of
dating was to go to church with our dates. And in this
way we were exposed to a lot of different churches.
I, much later in life, changed to Baptist cause I was
saved in a Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Virginia. I
thought that must be where I now belonged because
of being saved there. Years later, when I returned to
Mississippi, Mother asked me to let the kids go to the
same church that I had as a child and we now lived
right across the street from the east side of it, so I did
and loved it too. But, in all, I did get the main
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foundation and the beliefs from there, so that was
good. I know I have strayed many times, but always
came back, because of them.
We had some wonderful preachers that came and
went from there. I loved the church and did get my
believing in Jesus from there. The Sunday School
teachers were great too. They gave me a good start
on things that I will never forget. And it has come
back to me many things. I will never forget all the
weddings, funerals, singings and revivals. Many other
things are forever in my mind, memory and heart
even after all these years.
The only thing I found that I didn't really understand
was this one Sunday School teacher - bless her heart.
I am sure she meant well and was trying to help us
learn. She started around the room, making us read
out of the Bible. This was hard for me because some
of the Biblical words were hard for me to even
pronounce and I was not much of a reader at the
time. I never got anything out of the class because I
was too busy counting the kids around the room and
then their verses, trying to see what verse would be
mine. Then trying to see if I knew all of the words. I
never heard what anyone read and never got a thing
out of what other people read.
I think it would have been better if they just let the
kids volunteer if they wanted to read. Or let the
Sunday School teacher read to us. Then I could have
been listening better. This is just my thinking - I could
be wrong. I am NOT putting down the Church at all just some of my thoughts.
People today need to take or at least send their
children to church; there they will learn the main
things from it. Then they have some kind of
background and formation to go by the rest of their
life.
Even with my nit-picking on one thing, I LOVED that
church, growing up, and would not take anything for
having gone there. The people are great and I DO
love them, to this day.

By action of the 2016 General Conference, there are
currently forty-nine Heritage Landmarks of The
United Methodist Church. Three new Heritage
Landmarks were designated by the 2016 General
Conference. They are Pearl River UM Church in
Madison County, Mississippi, Gulfside United
Methodist Assembly in Waveland, Mississippi, and
the United Methodist Building on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC.
The Book of Discipline defines a Heritage Landmark as
"a building, location, or structure specifically related
to significant events, developments, or personalities
in the overall history of The United Methodist Church
or its antecedents."
The Heritage Landmarks of United Methodism
remind us of those people and events that have
shaped our history. They are tangible reminders of
our heritage and their preservation helps keep our
denominational legacy alive.
To read and dowload a copy of the guide to the
Heritage Landmarks of the UMC, go to:
http://s3.amazonaws.com/gcah.org/TravelersGuide_2016.pdf

Nearby Heritage Landmarks
Alabama: Asbury Manual Labor School Mission,
Fort Michael
Florida: Bethune-Cookman University/Foundation,
Daytona Beach
Mississippi: Gulfside United Methodist Assembly,
Waveland;
and Pearl River United Methodist Church,
Madison County.

Mary Kidd Holt now lives in Mantachie, Mississippi. She
was formerly an Itawamba Community College police
officer and was a member of the Fulton, MS, Police
Department.
Published in the Oct-Nov-Dec 2017 issue of The Oxford
SO & SO, Oxford, MS
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Information and Events of Historical Society Interest
Executive Committee
and Officers of the AWFC-HS
Jim Young, President
Rev. Ed Shirley, Vice President
Sharon Tucker, Secretary & Treasurer
Carolyn Coker, Member at Large
Craig Reynolds, Member at Large
Joyce Stimak, Member at Large
Myrtice Carr, Previous Past President

The Methodist Archives Center
The Historical Society Website
Our Facebook page is located at:
https://www.facebook.com/methodist.archives.center

http://www.awfhistory.com/
Please visit the website for the AWF Conference’s
Historical Society. This website was created so that we
may be more accessible to everyone with information
and offer an avenue of interaction concerning our shared
interest in Methodist history. Please browse through the
pages to learn more about early Methodism in America,
Alabama, and West Florida. We will be adding more to
our internet files through the efforts of volunteers (we
invite you to be one), members of the Historical Society
(you can become one), and our conference archivists (we
have some good ones). We regularly plan events where
we enrich our knowledge of history, enjoy fellowship, and
actually visit a historic location.

Welcome to the new Facebook page of the
Methodist Archives Center! Our purpose since
1976 has been to organize and preserve the
historical records of the Alabama West-Florida
Conference of the United Methodist Church and
Huntingdon College. We are located in the
Houghton Memorial Library on the beautiful
campus of Huntindgon College in historic
Montgomery. Be sure to "like" us so you can keep
up with the latest news and developments here at
the MAC.
Also, welcome to our new Methodist Archives Center
website which is located at
http://www.methodistarchives.com

We’re Also on Facebook!

Most of the annual Journals of the Alabama/AlabamaWest Florida Conference from 1878 to the latest
published edition are available on this website in PDF
format to read and/or download.

Follow us on Facebook. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists/
“Like” us – Follow us! Make video visits to beautiful old
churches. Participate with comments and photos. Invite
your friends.

AWFC Historical Society
Contact Information
Sharon Tucker, Archivist

The Circuit Writer

Methodist Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36106

The Circuit Writer is a quarterly publication of the
Historical Society of the Alabama-West Florida
Conference. Comments and suggestions are welcome.

Telephone: 334-833-4413

If you would like to submit an article or a notice or an
announcement for publication in The Circuit Writer,
please contact the editor, Jim Young, at
youngjmy@cox.net or by phone at 850 862-8642.

FAX: 334-263-4465
E-mail: archives@huntingdon.edu
Also
James Young, President
1014 Aspen Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
Telephone: 850 862-8642
E-mail: youngjmy@cox.net

Ask the former generation and find out
what their ancestors learned,
for we were born only yesterday and
know nothing, and our days on earth
are but a shadow.
Job 8
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Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical Society
Membership Application
Membership is from Annual Conference to Annual Conference
When you join between annual conferences your membership is valid through the remainder of
the current conference year plus between the time of the next two annual conferences.

Please provide the following information for an individual membership or for a church.
Check the type of membership that this application is for:
_____Person _____Church
Name:________________________________________________________________
(If for an individual, please write the name of your church here:
_____________________________________________________________________)
Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________State:________________Zip:___________
SELECT MEMBERSHIP TYPE
_____ Annual Membership $15
_____Student Membership $8
_____Donation to Society
Total Amount Enclosed: $_______.____
Make checks payable to AWFC; In Memo/For section, write “AWFC Historical Society”
Send this Membership Application to:
Methodist Archives Center
1500 E. Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36106
Are you the historian for your church? _____Yes _____No
Are you interested in being a member of the Commission on Archives and History
(COAH)? _____Yes _____No _____Need more information
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