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Mount Zion United Methodist Church
Smiths Station, Alabama

Mount Zion United Methodist Church began late in
1831, in the east central Alabama wilderness, when
four devout Methodists: Judge Peter Guerry, Mark
McCutchen, Joseph Hardis, Goodman Franklin, and
their families, realized the need for a local house of
worship. Feeling their needs, conscious of their
duties and responsibilities, coupled with a bright
vision for the future, they began worship services in
a small log schoolhouse in what was then known as
the Dover Community located in the Creek Indian
Nation.

worship facilities have personified Mount Zion's
various sanctuaries over the years.
The first worship services were conducted by those
brave pioneer souls amid the resultant tumultuous
troubles associated with the Creek Indian land
cession to the United States government, the Treaty
of Cusseta, in 1832. Continuous worship services
ensued and in 1838 the Society was formally
organized. A larger wooden house of worship was
erected in Township 18, Range 29, of the old Dover
Community, and was officially named Mount Zion
Methodist Episcopal Church.

From this austere beginning on the last Alabama
frontier, Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church has
been a prominent contributor and participant to the
local Smiths Station Community, the state, and the
nation over the intervening one hundred eighty-four
years. Today, Mount Zion's congregation remains
ever active with a renewed vision for the church's
future in both hearts and mind.

A larger wooden sanctuary was built in 1844 on the
same plot of elevated ground, to the northwest of
the Dover Community. This had upstairs and
downstairs pew seating. The black church members
sat in the upstairs gallery. At this time, Mount Zion's
Church Cemetery was also established on this site
adjacent to the house of worship. This building
served the growing congregation until 1889.

The sanctuaries of Mount Zion UMC were all built
out of the surrounding dense pine and oak forests.
From the first crude worship structure carved out of
the east central Alabama wilderness, wooden

In 1866 the local community was formally renamed
Smiths Station replacing the previous Dover
township designation.
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Mount Zion's congregation outgrew the 1844 house
of worship. On November 10, 1888, the Alabama
Conference approved the church's petition for
removal to a site nearer the Smiths Station business
district, 1.7 miles to the southeast. Removal and
relocation of a new, enlarged church sanctuary was
accomplished in 1889.

congregation met in the nearby Smiths Station High
School auditorium.

Since then, three houses of worship have since been
constructed at this new church site.

The church's first organ was purchased in 1956 and
replaced with a larger and newer model in 1970. In
1960, Mount Zion's permanent parsonage was
constructed on the church parcel slightly northwest
of the sanctuary.

The third modification to the church was
accomplished in 1990 with addition of a small twostory frame northwest wing to the Educational
Building for the church nursery and the Youth
Ministry classroom.

The first sanctuary in the new location, constructed
in 1889, was a beautiful white wooden structure
which served Mount Zion's congregation for twelve
years when an even larger facility was needed. This
1889 building was removed and converted into a
school building and a larger, more elegant sanctuary
was built to replace it. This second sanctuary was
completed in 1901, and it was used for six years until
it caught fire and was burned to the ground on
Christmas Eve night, 1907.

Mount Zion UMC remains active today in all her
numerous ministries with continued high hopes for a
glorious future. Reverend Jimmy Boone is the
pastor.
Based on the Alabama Register of Landmarks
and Heritage Nomination form

Mount Zion UMC was a runner-up for the annual
AWF Conference Heritage Award presented at the
2018 Annual Conference.

The present sanctuary was constructed in 1908
during the ministry of Reverend J. W. Breedlove.
Today, Mount Zion's congregation still worships in
this appealing white frame structure. It was a
beautiful white frame building with the tall, elegant
steeple. Three ornate arched-window clusters were
installed with imported English stained glass. The
interior furnishings which included wooden pews,
pulpit, and altar rail still in use by today's
congregation. Much later, in 1966, a choir rail was
donated by the D.A. Culpepper family and installed
behind the pulpit. However, the tall bell tower
originally constructed in 1908 was destroyed by the
tornado that hit the Smiths Station Community in
April 1953. A smaller bell tower replacement was
installed during the restoration.

Smiths Station is a
city in Lee County,
Alabama. The area
that incorporated as
Smiths Station in
2001 contained a
population of 4,926
by the 2010 census.
Smiths
Station,
known to locals as
"Smiths", is a bedroom community of
Columbus, Georgia
and Phenix City Alabama.

The church building itself has been modified three
times since originally constructed in 1908. The first
modification occurred in 1951 when a large twostory white frame Education Building was added.
This educational wing consisted of nine classrooms,
pastor's office, business office, library, choir room,
Fellowship Hall, kitchen, restrooms, and storage
sections. This addition didn’t impact the original
1908 church sanctuary.

Smiths Station High
School has an enrollment of over 1,800 students and
is the 11th largest high school in the state.
Smiths Station was first settled in 1826. The Central
of Georgia Railway was extended through the
community from Columbus, Georgia to Opelika,
Alabama in 1845. The depot was named for Broadus
Smith, a prominent early settler who lived near the
city's current location.

The second modification occurred as a result of the
April 1953 tornado which ripped through Smiths
Station. In addition to the loss of the 1908 tall
steeple, the beautiful arched stained glass windows
were broken into many fragments and the roof and
north wall were collapsed. Enough pieces of the
stained glass were recovered to patch together one
window cluster on the west wall. The other two
window patterns were replaced with American
stained glass. During the sanctuary repairs, the

Local legend contends that a postmaster around
1960 grew tired of writing Smiths Station, so he took
it upon himself to drop "Station" from the name of
the community.
Wikipedia
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Learn About Hearn

The AWFC Historical Society’s 2018 Annual Meeting
Camden United Methodist Church
127 Broad Street, Camden, Alabama 36726
The 2018 Annual Meeting of the Alabama-West Florida Historical
Society will be hosted on September 20, 2018, in Camden,
Alabama, by the Camden United Methodist Church with the
theme, “Learn About Hearn”.
Rev. Ebenezer Hearn is called the “Father of Methodism in
Alabama” and he is buried in the Camden cemetery. Reverend Ed
Shirley will portray Ebenezer Hearn in a dramatic monologue.
Learn about his call to ministry, his adventures in the Creek Indian
War, and his work in spreading Methodism throughout the newly
formed State of Alabama.
Complete details about the 2018 Annual Meeting together with
the registration information can be found in the brochure on pages 13 and 14.

Fruitdale United Methodist Church, Fruitdale, Alabama
In the fall of 1902, two men and three ladies, A.J. Hand, George B. Davis, Isabella Youse, Abbie C. Mareness,
and Mary Gooding, filed a declaration to form the Fruitdale Union Chapel Association. Property on which to
build the church was acquired from the Fruitdale Land Company, C.F. Hitchcock, president, by a deed dated
November 14, 1902. The ladies of the community engaged in various projects to raise money for the church.
Materials were donated and men of the community did much of the work. The first service was held in the
completed chapel on Easter Sunday, 1904.
From the Alabama Historical Marker
Fruitdale UMC is an active Mobile District church with Reverend Tommy Gaillard as pastor.
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Black Creek
United Methodist Church
Freeport, Florida

A Visit to Black Creek
by Jim Young

Black Creek UMC is located a quarter mile
north of Black Creek, south of FL State
Route 20 between Freeport and Bruce,
Florida. This church was organized in 1898 and the adjacent cemetery a year later. The original wooden
church building with a detached bell tower was replaced many years ago by a concrete block structure and
that, in turn, was recently replaced with a larger modern metal building.
I worshipped on July 1st at Black Creek and was warmly welcomed by their pastor, Rev. Don McManus, and the
fourteen members who were there on this very hot Sunday morning. The sanctuary was cool, spacious,
attractive, and welcoming. The modern pews, I was told, had been moved over from an older building. The
pastor was proud to tell me that the church members had financed the new structure entirely on their own
without the financial help of the district or the conference.
We sang the old hymns without the benefit (or hindrance, some might say) of the piano or organ. Both
instruments are in the sanctuary, but today there was just the clear sweet voices of the singers and the soft
chords from a guitar played by one of the members. The offering plate was carried by the youngest one
present, a three-year old boy who was gently steered by his Dad. Rev. McManus’ sermon was based on the
stories of Jesus’ healing in the fifth chapter of Mark, the “hem of his garment” and the “Jairus’ daughter”
stories.
After the service, most of the members gathered around me and we talked of the early days of the church and
the people who were living here then. Many of the original folks in that area had native American heritage
and some of those present this morning could trace their ancestry back to them.
When I had arrived there that morning at about 10:30 for the 11:00 service, there were no other living people
around. There were no vehicles and the church was locked. As I explored the well-tended cemetery on that
bright sunny Sunday morning, I looked around and I was enjoying being in this clearing in the woods with a
peaceful cemetery and a church. I was reminded, though, of a local legend I had read about Black Creek
church and this simple cemetery.
The story goes that a little girl and her brother living in the area were walking home sometime during the early
1900s. They were running late, and in order to keep from getting into trouble they decided to take a shortcut.
Their shortened path cut through the burial ground. Out of nowhere , a large bear appeared and the children
began to run for safety. The nearest building was the bell tower. The brother and sister climbed the bell
tower, but the bear was strong enough to get inside as well. The angry creature followed them up the stairs
and mauled them and they died a short while later.
For many years a handful of local folk were convinced the bell tower was haunted as a result of that tragic
night. They believed that if you climbed up the stairs you could hear the phantom screams of the children, and
the roar of the bear attacking them, every night on the stroke of midnight. When a new church replaced the
original, the bell tower was carefully disassembled and relocated out of state.
A few minutes after I had thought of this and had looked around for bears (common in northwest Florida), the
pastor arrived and other cars had soon followed.
I understand that Alabama-West Florida Resident Bishop David Graves will be preaching at Black Creek UMC
one day this fall. I plan to return on that day and visit with them again.
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The Historical Society at
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Reverend Ed Shirley, Alabama-West Florida Conference Historian and also AWF Historical Society Vice
President, created one of the most popular displays at this year’s Annual Conference. It and the display tables
for the Historical Society and the Commission on Archives and History were situated in a prominent central
location in the large atrium at Frazer Memorial UMC. Passers-by were invited to don circuit rider apparel and
to have their pictures made in front of a forest backdrop with the circuit rider’s horse and holding the essential
Bible and saddlebag.
These photos can be seen on the Historical Society’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists/ or on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neCsIJZPeqw&feature=share

Blake Denton, Archives Assistant

Reverend Dunford Cole

The Annual Heritage Award for Accomplishments During 2017

Milton UMC was featured in our fall 2017 issue; Campground UMC was featured in the summer 2017 issue.
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REVEREND CHARLES SHEPHERD VINSON JONES
ALAOUA'S FIRST PREACHER

Alaqua United Methodist Church, Defuniak Springs, Florida
The Methodist Church in the settlement near the
head of the Alaqua Creek in what became Walton
County in northwest Florida was founded in April
1827 with the Reverend Charles Shepherd Vinson
Jones as its first pastor. The original building was a
one-room log structure and the present church
building is the last of four successors built over the
years, all within the immediate location.

Reverend Jones, and his possible opinion of the
Bishop's beliefs may have inhibited any desire for
conversation or to reveal his identity to him. On the
morning of Friday, the 15th the Bishop parted
company with the mail carrier, apparently without
having learned his name.
Two days later he arrived at the Alaqua settlement
and was welcomed by a settler he described as a
"Scotch Methodist". “The old man that received me
announced that the rest of the household had gone
to ‘meeting,’ and that he could not procure me
anything to eat. I had to be resigned and await the
dinner-hour. Patiently I waited until three o'clock;
yet at that hour the family still had not returned. A
new preacher [possibly C.S.V. Jones] was to try his
powers that day, and by dint of lung force and length
of sermon prove beyond peradventure that he was a
chosen apostle. How long he did hold forth I do not
know, nor how many spirits he moved; but the delay
was long enough to drive me to go in quest of a meal
five leagues further ahead. “

A traveler along the Pensacola - St. Augustine
military trail in 1827 described the land at Alaqua as
"shaded with full grown trees so closely crowded as
to afford shelter from the fierce heat of the sun."
The traveler was Catholic Bishop Michael Portier
who had departed Pensacola on horseback Tuesday,
June 12, 1827 in the company of a mail carrier and a
farmer. The Rt. Rev. Michel Portier was born in
France in 1795. He came to the United States in 1817
as a priest, and in 1826 was made first Vicar
Apostolic of the newly created vicariate of Alabama
and the Floridas in which there were but three
parishes: Mobile, Pensacola and St. Augustine. This
account of his journey across Florida was written in
French and published in 1830.

So at five o'clock he set out and was soon drenched
in a sudden rain which lasted until dark. He came to
a ferry landing on the Choctawhatchee River and
despite his repeated yelling across the river, no ferry
came. He spent the night in the swamp amid “wild
animals and all the insects in creation with alligators
sporting in the middle of the channel and thinking of
stories of bears, wolves, and panthers.” He had

The farmer left them on the 13th and the Bishop
continued on with the mail carrier who replied to
him in only terse responses, Portier first thought that
talkativeness was not the man's natural inclination,
but, as he wrote in his journal later, "In a few days all
was very clear. The carrier was the son of a
Methodist Minister, and had lost none of the
austerity professed by the Protestant Pharisees. "
The mail carrier was probably Thomas, the son of
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eaten only two small corn biscuits in the past 24
hours.

1835. Brother Jones honored their graves with
stones and inscriptions.

He survived the night, was finally ferried across the
river. A few miles east of Alaqua he had passed
through the Uchee Valley where, beginning in 1820,
Scottish Highland Presbyterians leaving North
Carolina had been welcomed by a peaceful band of
Uchee Indians.

Alaqua along with other communities in the County,
came under sporadic attacks during the Florida
Indian Wars. To defend against the Indians locals
formed militia units in which most able bodied men
participated as their unquestioned duty. When his
time came, the Reverend did not hesitate to do his
part. In 1837, he appeared on the muster roll of
Captain Lauchlin McKinnon's Company of the Eighth
Regiment, First Brigade of the Florida Militia
stationed at Eucheeanna. Under
"Privates" the muster roll listed him
as Jones, Charles, on foot, 20/20.
The first of the two figures
indicated the miles traveled from
home to the place of rendezvous
and the second the miles from the
place of discharge to home.

The Reverend C. S. V. Jones (as he usually so signed
himself) was more fondly known as "Brother Charley
Jones". He was born about 1766 in
Abbeville District, South Carolina,
and he and his wife Martha had five
children born in South Carolina. By
1819 he was teaching school in
Pulaski County, Georgia, where
another son was born and where
his wife died.
He apparently had learned of the
new lands being opened in what
became Walton County, Florida,
and Geneva County, Alabama (then
Dale county), and moved himself
and some of his children there in
1821. His children established their
families in South Alabama and
West Florida, where many of their
descendants still live, and he settled in the Alachua
community. Soon after he arrived in Walton County
he married Miss Nancy McCaskill (1799-1835),
daughter of Alexander McCaskill, one of the pioneer
Scottish Presbyterians who had settled in the Euchee
Valley.

As of December 1846, C. S. V. Jones
was listed as a licensed minister in
the Alabama District, Methodist
Protestant Church. He died in 1847
at the age of 80 years and is buried
in the Euchee Valley Presbyterian
Church Cemetery with Nancy and
their children.
For many years Brother Charley Jones' grave was not
marked but in recent years the members of the
Alaqua United Methodist Church honored him with a
granite headstone inscribed "Bro Charley Jones,
Founder of Alaqua Methodist Church."
The Methodist Church in the Alaqua community was
originally called the Steele Methodist Church. A
church charge conference in 1935 changed the name
to the Alaqua Methodist Church. Both the church
and the adjoining cemetery are sometimes still
called Steele.

Although he was already a lay preacher in the
Methodist Connection, Brother Charles Jones later
formalized his status as a minister in the new
Methodist Protestant Church. In the early days when
there was no preacher of their own denomination at
the Euchee Valley Presbyterian Church, Brother
Jones frequently filled the pulpit there. That
Presbyterian Church still stands today at what was
then Euchee Anna, beside the ancient Valley
Cemetery. For many years there was a dim trail
leading between the Alaqua Settlement and Euchee
Anna, fondly known as the "Old Brother Charley
Jones trail."

On Saturday, April 8, 2017, descendants of Charles
Shepherd (Vinson) Vincent Jones honored his
memory with a ceremony and the laying of a second
stone marker on his grave at Euchee Valley
Presbyterian Church Cemetery .
This information is based on research by JoAnn
McGowan Futrell in 1991 and additional information by
Sam Carnley based on research by Bruce Cosson.
Thanks to Mr. Cosson and the Walton County Heritage
Association, Inc. for their help in preparing this article.

C. S. V. Jones and Nancy McCaskill Jones had four
young children each of whom died under mysterious
circumstances which now seems to have been
sudden-onset fatal fevers that took them rapidly
from perfect health to sudden death. Nancy
McCaskill Jones followed her children in death in

Alaqua UMC is an active church in the
Marianna/Panama City District. Reverend Henry
Martin is the pastor.
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Pollard United Methodist Church
Pollard, Alabama

Pollard is located in south-central Escambia
County in the extreme south-central part of
the state, on the Alabama/Florida state line
just northeast of the Conecuh River. The
town began to be referred to as Pollard
between 1854 and 1861 when the Alabama
and Florida Railroad was completed,
connecting the town with Montgomery and
Pensacola, During the Civil War, Union
raiders overran Pollard, burned the town's
buildings, and destroyed the railroad tracks.
After the war, the railroad company opted to
rebuild the junction in nearby Flomaton
instead of Pollard, and by 1872 the town's
population had shrunk to 300 people.
In 1868, Alabama created Escambia County
and residents named Pollard the county seat
because it was centrally located. As the town
of Brewton overtook Pollard as a center of
business activity many county residents
lobbied to move the county seat to Brewton,
and this finally happened in 1883. Timber
from the once-dense pine forest that
surrounded Pollard became depleted in the
first decade of the twentieth century and the
remaining lumber mills shut down. Pollard
endured a massive flood that destroyed much
of the town in 1929, and that was followed
quickly by the Great Depression. Today,
Pollard remains a sparsely populated town.

Dedication of the
Pollard Methodist Church Historical Marker

Pollard UMC continues to be
an active church in the
Mobile District.
Reverend Charles Hale
is the pastor.
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WE MUST NOT LET THE DEVIL
RUN US OFF WITH FLEAS
by Reverend A. C. Ramsey

Reverend Ramsey was the preacher in charge of the Conecuh Circuit and he recorded this incident in 1835.
“There stood an old church on the road leading from Pine Orchard to Claiborne
which was dilapidated, almost forsaken; hogs had been sleeping under it for
months, probably for years. On one of my rounds I was accompanied by old
Brother Nathan Sirmon. On the day which I was to preach at this old church, he
and I rode up to the place and hitched our horses near the church. By the time
we had dismounted and removed our saddles the horses began to stamp and
move about, but to this we gave no particular concern.
Two women who constituted the entire congregation of the day, were sitting in
the door of the church, and as we approached the door in which they were
sitting they said to us, “If you do not mind you will get fleas on you; there are
lots of them here.” This warning revealed that we were already literally covered
with the agile insects. My buffalo-rug and my saddle-bags, each end of which
was covered with bear-skin, which I had on my arm, furnished ample
concealment for innumerable of these pestiferous creatures. So soon as the
true situation had transpired I said to Brother Sirmon, ' Let us leave here.' He replied, ' O no, not until we have
prayers. We must not let the devil run us off with fleas.'
I yielded to his sentiment, and we had a prayer, which was offered while fighting and scratching. The prayer
over, we left the infested place, as soon as we could. Brother Sirmon and I took to the woods, and under cover
of the forest growth we knocked off and killed many of the annoying creatures which had secreted themselves
in our clothes and had crowded our saddle-bags, saddle-blankets, and buffalo rug, though it took at least a
week to get entirely rid of the troublesome creatures.
We spent the night in the community with Brother Stacy. I did not leave [plan to have] another appointment
at that Meeting-house, but moved the preaching place to Brother Stacy's residence. The citizens undertook
finally to destroy the fleas at the Meeting-house, and they succeeded effectually. The house was a little
distance from [above] the ground. They scattered a considerable quantity of pine straw under the house and
set the pine straw afire. The flames burned up the old house, fleas, and all."
Anson West, History of Methodism in Alabama, 1893

PREACHERS WILL HAVE TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT ON JUDGMENT DAY
An Opinion by the Reverend Ebenezer Hearn

Although the circuit rider on the frontier blended into the background of the well-established social custom of
drinking alcoholic beverages, he was set apart from the laity by his appearance, especially by the clothes he
wore, which identified him immediately as a Methodist preacher. His hair was cut short and neatly brushed,
and the preacher who resorted to the convenient use of suspenders was often criticized. There are instances
of preachers being reprimanded for wearing "galluses" at this time and of being corrected for not wearing
them forty years later.
Some wore the long waist coat which had rounded corners and large pockets. While the church did not have
any requirements concerning dress, many "looked upon it as an evidence of falling from grace for a Methodist
preacher to ... dress like other gentlemen." Ebenezer Hearn in his "Reminiscences" said that it "was about
1820 that the preachers began to stop wearing the uniform of the Methodist preacher." Hearn, like many of
the older preachers, never adjusted to this change in dress, and in his old age he stated his belief that the
preachers would have to give an account for worldly dress on Judgment Day.
From A HIstory of North Mississippi Methodism, 1820-1900, Gene Ramsey Miller, Parthenon Press, 1966
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Arlington United Methodist Church
Arlington, Alabama

The Arlington Methodist Church was built circa 1887 using lumber from George Lynch’s mill near
Kimbrough, AL. George Lynch built the church building, doors and windows. The belfry was added to the
church at a later date. The pews in the church are heart pine, hand-planed, and were made from lumber
from Albert Pickett Dumas’ sawmill. The church has its original wood floor which shows where the potbelly stoves were once located. Two small Sunday School Rooms were partitioned off inside the main
building in 1948 and the raised pulpit section was added. The church’s fellowship hall was built in the late
1950s. Stained glass window panes were installed in the church in 1968. This church is included in Alabama
Tapestry of Historic Places, published by the Alabama Historical Commission.
This church is located in the community of Arlington, AL in western Wilcox County (GPS coordinates
32.056181, -87.585241).
Source: History of the Arlington United Methodist Church by Mrs. Dan Bragg Cook
Photos: Rural Southwest Alabama
Arlington UMC Pastor: Dawn Bond, Sunday Service at 11:00 A.M.

Elmore UMC, Elmore, Alabama

Deer Park UMC, Deer Park, Alabama

Pastor: Reverend Glenn Mize
Sunday Morning Service: 10:30 A.M.

Pastor: Reverend Charles Satterwhite
Sunday Morning Service: 11:00 A.M.
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Information and Events of Historical Society Interest
Executive Committee
and Officers of the AWFC-HS

The Methodist Archives Center

https://www.facebook.com/methodist.archives.center
Welcome to the Facebook page of the Methodist
Archives Center! Our purpose since 1976 has been
to organize and preserve the historical records of
the Alabama West-Florida Conference of the
United Methodist Church and Huntingdon College.
We are located in the Houghton Memorial Library
on the beautiful campus of Huntingdon College in
historic Montgomery. Be sure to "like" us so you
can keep up with the latest news and developments here at the MAC.

Jim Young, President
Rev. Ed Shirley, Vice President
Sharon Tucker, Secretary & Treasurer
Carolyn Coker, Member at Large
Craig Reynolds, Member at Large
Joyce Stimak, Member at Large
Myrtice Carr, Previous Past President

The Historical Society Website

Also, welcome to the Archives Center website
http://www.methodistarchives.com

http://www.awfhistory.com/

Most of the annual Journals of the Alabama/AlabamaWest Florida Conference from 1878 to the latest
published edition are available on this website in PDF
format to read and/or download.

Please visit the website for the AWF Conference’s
Historical Society. This website was created so that we
may be more accessible to everyone with information
and offer an avenue of interaction concerning our shared
interest in Methodist history. Please browse through the
pages to learn more about early Methodism in America,
Alabama, and West Florida. We will be adding more to
our internet files through the efforts of volunteers (we
invite you to be one), members of the Historical Society
(you can become one), and our conference archivists (we
have some good ones). We regularly plan events where
we enrich our knowledge of history, enjoy fellowship, and
actually visit a historic location.

AWFC Historical Society
Contact Information
Sharon Tucker, Archivist
Methodist Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36106
Telephone: 334-833-4413
FAX: 334-263-4465
E-mail: archives@huntingdon.edu

We’re Also on Facebook!

Also
James Young, President
1014 Aspen Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547
850 862-8642, youngjmy@cox.net

Follow us on Facebook. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/awfmethodists/
“Like” us – Follow us! Make video visits to beautiful old
churches. Participate with comments and photos. Invite
your friends.

The Circuit Writer
The Circuit Writer is a quarterly publication of the
Historical Society of the Alabama-West Florida
Conference. Your comments and suggestions are
welcome.
If you would like to submit an article or a notice or an
announcement for publication in The Circuit Writer,
please contact the editor, Jim Young, at
youngjmy@cox.net or by phone at 850 862-8642.
Ask the former generation and find out
what their ancestors learned,
for we were born only yesterday and
know nothing,
and our days on earth are but a shadow.
Job 8
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Alabama-West Florida Conference Historical Society
Membership Application
Membership is from Annual Conference to Annual Conference
When you join between annual conferences your membership is valid through the remainder of
the current conference year plus between the time of the next two annual conferences.

Please provide the following information for an individual membership or for a church.
Check the type of membership that this application is for:
_____Person _____Church
Name:________________________________________________________________
(If for an individual, please write the name of your church here:
_____________________________________________________________________)
Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________State:________________Zip:___________
SELECT MEMBERSHIP TYPE
_____ Annual Membership $15
_____Student Membership $8
_____Donation to Society
Total Amount Enclosed: $_______.____
Make checks payable to AWFC; In Memo/For section, write “AWFC Historical Society”
Send this Membership Application to:
Methodist Archives Center
1500 E. Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36106
Are you the historian for your church? _____Yes _____No
Are you interested in being a member of the Commission on Archives and History
(COAH)? _____Yes _____No _____Need more information
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Visit One of the Most
Attractive Churches in the
AWF Conference

A Great One Day Trip
Camden
United Methodist Church
127 Broad Street
Camden, Alabama 36726

Bicentennial
Celebration

“Learn About Hearn”

Phone
(334) 682-4478

www.camdenumc.com
Camden
United Methodist Church
The Camden M. E. Church was
founded near the cemetery circa
1826 and was then moved to
its
present site in 1844. The
present property was bought by the
Camden Methodist Church's trustees
from Judge and Mrs. John
Bridges. These trustees included
Ebenezer Hearn, James Thompson,
James Asbury Tait, Henry Compton,
and William G. Gilmore. A wooden
frame building was then constructed
on the present site to house
"religious services." The original
structure was replaced in 1882 with
a "more adequate structure" and this
building is reputed to have been
partially destroyed by fire in 1927
and rebuilt with the brick structure.

Please have your older adult
group plan to participate in this
enjoyable trip to a beautiful
historic part of Alabama rich with
Methodist history.

Here I raise my
Ebenezer Hearn
Come to this Fount of
Historic Blessings called
Camden, Alabama
Remember you do not have to be a
member of the AWF Historical Society
to attend. We try to schedule events in
places of great historical significance to
our Alabama-West Florida Conference.
Ask anyone who has attended our
previous meetings and they will say “I
learned so much and I really had a lot
of fun too!”

EBENEZER HEARN
CAMDEN
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
SEPTEMBER 20, 2018
Starts 9:30 a.m.
AWF Historical Society
Annual Meeting
The Father of Methodism in
Alabama preached his first
sermon in Alabama in the
year 1818.

Everyone Welcome!

Hear From Hearn Himself

Every member of the Alabama-West
Florida Conference should be familiar
with Ebenezer Hearn. This circuit
rider from the Tennessee Conference
preached his first sermon in the
Alabama Territory on April 18, 1818,
at “Bear Meat Cabin” (present day
Blountsville).

Reverend Ed Shirley will portray
Ebenezer Hearn in a dramatic monologue. Learn about his call to ministry,
his adventures in the Creek Indian
War, and his work in spreading
Methodism throughout the newly
formed State of Alabama.

He faithfully rode across Alabama
sharing the Gospel and planting
churches until his death in 1862.

Actually Eat in Hearn’s Home!

Please Register by
September 5th
The cost of registration is
$20
(includes a nice lunch)

Please write your check to:
Cut along this line and mail in

Enjoy a nice meal in one of the state’s
finest restaurants: The Gaines Ridge
Dinner Club. We will have lunch in the
home Hearn built in 1837.

Registration

AWFC-HS
or
Alabama West Florida
Conference Historical Society
Mail your completed registration form
and check to:

Archives Center
1500 East Fairview Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36106
Name: ___________________

Visit his gravesite in the Camden
Cemetery and participate in a special
remembrance service of Reverend
Hearn’s ministry. He settled in Wilcox
County named after his friend
Lieutenant Joseph Wilcox who was
killed in the Creek Indian War in
1814: both served under General
Andrew Jackson’s command.

Camden, Alabama, is the location of
many beautiful antebellum structures.
The Wilcox Historical Society will
present a interesting program about
the important historic landmarks in
the area. We will give you time to
explore the beauty of the majestic
homes, churches and civic buildings
from the early 1800’s.

Contact Information:
Phone (

)-

E-Mail: ___________________

